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700 770 —
\
USER’S COMPUTER eMail2 SERVICE
START  § |
IS THE [e2CP] NO PLUG-IN
INSTALLED DOWNLOAD
YES | eMaill SERVER |- |
REQUEST
NO INTRODUCTORY
MESSAGE VIA
IS THERE AN
INTRODUCTORY WEBSITE
MESSAGE IN
THE INBOX ? PASSIVE
ALLOW
YES covmirmsrion |XES REGISTRATION

fe

IDE

[e2CP] STORES

2UK], [e1A]
AND

[e2CPGUID]
WITH INFORMATION

NTIFYING THE

[e25], ON THE
LOCAL COMPUTING

DEVICE.

WITH SERVICE?

NO

END

ACTIVATION

Y

[e2S] CREATES
NEW™ ACCOUNT
[e2U] AND SENDS
[e2UK] BACK TO

(

OPTIONAL)

USER REGISTERS
[e2UK] AND

[e25]

COMBINATION
WITH [e2CA]

720 —

[e2CP]. IN
SOME
EMBODIMENTS, A
[CPGUID] IS
RETURNED AS WELL.

eMail2
DATA LAYER

[e2UK]
USER KEY

777 —

CERTIFICATION
AUTHORITY [e2CA]
KEEPS LIST OF

V(A 4

VALID
REGISTRATIONS /
ACTIVATIONS
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<
757 | T0: | [Recipient A; Recipient B |
/5\>1 CC: | | Recipient C |
Bcc: || |
755 754
N\ Al ]| Recipient A || Recipient B || Recipient C | L
Hello All,
This Message can be retrieved, read and replied to by
all recipients.
750
h
: ecipient A; Recipien
757 | 10 | [Recipient A; Recipient B |
/‘5>—| CC: || Recipient C |
e BT | I
755 754
] Al ][ Recipient A || Recipient B || Recipient C ] L
Hello All,
This Message can be refrieved, read and replied to only
by Recipient A.
4
N — —
/5/T T0: | [Recipient A: Recipient B |
Lot |[Recipient C |
A T | | e
755 L :
AN All || Recipient A & B |[ Recipient B ]| Recipient C ][ Recipient C |

Hello All,

This Message can be retrieved, read and replied to only by
by Recipient A & B

VI (/A4
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750 —— -

TO: | [Mike Hunter l
757 -

CC: |[Sonia Alex |
752

B BT | |
5 754
SN All [ Mike Hunter |[ Sonia Alex |}/
Mike,

Thanks for taking the time to meet with Sonia and |
today. We look forward to working with you in the near
future. Sonia will follow up with you on Thursday.

Kind Regards

Terry Attwell
1.800.555.9866

V(A
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/‘”’N T0: | [Mike Hunter |

727 CC: | [Sonia Alex |
75— Becc._| |

TE54

727" Al |[ Mike Hunter |[ Sonia Alex | v

Sonia,

We need to close the deal with Mike this week. Make
sure you follow—up with him promptly!

Terry

r1G. 70
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h3j51EMgA+9F8r0rC56DX8r5aBCOB)+hOwQmbbbsyA9SQzBgcC
vy2IPxvWMymALTUBQbHOctgHB+BVFLECAWEAAaM1MCMWEWYD
VRO1BAWwCgY IKwYBBQUHAWEWDAYDVROTAQH/
BAIWADANBgkghkiG9w0BAQQFAAOBgQCHQ6GR5azwKCSV02zg
gPp1m3pNOYbMNBGu6§Dd9h8U10ksFvNOckuQgNDJIr 9UmK/
8r31I+InljF3mcknNASjkdhur7xxRIz3bSH1Z4P2JTX4LEhC
XUeaGOJHYyZGP6zCmCtDcgOlTnkwLT8U701IxweuS8aB3xr

£FIG. 17

700128 (Host 1ID)

e-mail2.homeunix.com:8080/sonoma/ (important part of the
Host URL)

10000058 (e-mail message ID, stored on this Host)
-1 (thread-parent message ID, -1 means none)

A (Where 'A' in the last line is the message key status
(A=received, N=new, D=rejected or not retrieved, etc.).)

16, 72
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Subject: New messaage from <sender> using <[E25]>
Body:
You have received a new message from <sender> using <[EZS5]>.

90% of viruses are passed through e-mail as a mechanism to
spread and infect computers. Using <channel> ensures your
security by sending recipients a 'text only' notification
first, like this one, without any malicious code or
attachments. Upon installation of the free plug-in to work
with your existing e-mail program, you will be able to
retrieve the electronic messages that you desire and block
future notificationds from unwanted senders, and return the
favor to everybody you communicate with.

download your free plug-in at <[E2Z2S] linl> and start using
this new electronic way of communicating that respects your
friends, family members and business partners!

<channel signature>

For more information, please visit <[E2S link>

hj51EMgA+9F8rOrC56DX8r5aBCOB ) +hOwQmbbbsyASSQzBqCvy2IPxvWMymA
LTUBQbHOCtgHB+BVFLECAWEAAaMIMCMWEWYDVRO 1BAWWCgYIKwYBBQUHAWEW
DAYDVROTAQH/
BATIWADANBgkqhkiGOwOBAQQFAAOBGQCHQ6GR5azwKCSVO2zqqPplm3pN0YbM
NBGu6jDd9h8U10ksFvNOckuQgNDJIr 9UmK/
8r31I+InliF3mcknNA9jkdhur7xxRIz3bSH1Z4P2JTX4LfhCXUeaGOJHYZGP
6zCmCtDcgOlTnkwlLT8U701 IxweuS8aB3xr

176G 15
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700 - 770
™ -

USER'S COMPUTER | Py eMail2 SERVICE
eMailZ CLIENT NO PLUG—IN DOWNLOAD
PLUG~IN INSTALLED WEBSITE
YES ‘ NO
1 YES
[e2CP] PROCESSES END
[eZIM] AND EXTRACTS
THE [e2MAK] NO
[e2CP] PROCEEDS TO
RETRIEVE THE ACCESS [€25] VALIDATES
MESSAGE [e2AM] [e1A] AND [e2MAK]

YES

[e2S] EXTRACTS
ACCESS MESSAGE
[E2AM] AND SENDS
BACK TO [e2CP]

[e2CP] PROCESSES
ACCESS MESSAGE
AND DISPLAYS IT IN

LEC] o ENCRYPTED
RECIPIENT READS [ENORE [ orNDING .
ACCESS MESSAGE, eMail2
AND RETRIEVES, DATA LAYER
REJECTS OR IGNORES REJECT
MESSAGE.
[e2AM]
UPDATE
RETRIEVE D NO
[e2CP] REQUEST| - [e25]
MESSAGE FROM VALIDATES
[e2S] [e2MAK]
' VES
[e2CP] RECEIVES
[e2M], DECRYPTS, AND 5%%%&;?25A§L%
PRESENTS IT TO USER , : D
N [EC] FORWARDS 10 [e2CP]

176G, 795
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Subject: New message from <sender> using <[E2S]>
Body:

- Sender: <sender>

- Sent to: <recipient>; <recipient>; <recipient>
- Message subject: <message subject>

- Local scan: <local scan results>

- <[E281]> scan: <e-mail2 service scan results>
— Service: <[E2S]

- Message ID: <[E2K]>

— Message Format: <format>

- Number of characters: <number characters>

— Attachments: <attachment>; <attachment>; <attacvhment>;
<attachment>

Message summary (text only):
hkhkhkkhkhhhhkdkhdhhhkkdhkhdrhrhkdhkxhkhhkhhhkrhkhhkhkhkhkrhkhrhkhih i
<suject>

<text summary>

KAA KKK A AKX AR KA KA KA A AKRAX XA I A A A A A XA A A A kA hxdxxdxkhd*k

You have received a new message from <sender name> using
<[E2S]>. To retrieve the complete message and its
attachments, click 'Retrieve' in your task bar.

For maximum protection, and to prevent you from receiving
virus-infected messages from your friends and colleagues,
request that they use <channel> when communicating with
you.

<[E2S] signature>

r17G. 716
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Reply Reply to All Forward Reply

FROM: Terry Attwell

TO: Mike Hunter

CcC: Sonia Alex

SUBJECT: Thanks for your time foday! — Speedy delivery

eMail2 Service

I 1| eMailz ¥ DSpeedy Delivery eMuail2 Service D [:’ D

— Stotus: Active
— Last updated on Tue 2/1/2005 12:46 PM

— Sender: Terry Aftwell
—Sent to: Mike Hunter; Sonia Alex
— Subject: Thanks for your time foday!

—Local scan: Symantec V4.08
—Speedy Delivery eMcil2 Service scan: N/A

—Service: Speedy Delivery eMailZ Service
—Messages ID: SECSPDZ2#ID7798PP997
—Message Format: HTML

—Number of characters: 1436
—Attachmenits: signature.gif; presl.ppt

—Message Summary (text only):
3K K K KK K 9K K 3K K K K K K K K K 3K Sk 3R K K R KK 3K Sk 3K Sk K 3K K K 3K 3R K 3K KK K KO 3K K K 3K K kK koK ok ok koK

Mike, Thanks for taking the fime to meet with Sonia...
sk 3Kk KK 3K 3K K 3K 3K 3K K 3k K ok K 3k Sk ok 3k Ok Sk K 3k kK o K 5K K K oK R KK K K KK 3K KRR ROK KR KKK 3KOR KKK R

To retrieve the complete message and its attachments, sselect
‘Retrieve’ from the eMail2 toolbar above. For maximum
protection and to prevent you from receiving virus—infected
messages from your friends and colleagues, request that they
use Speedy Delivery eMail2 Service when communicating with
you.

V({7
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750~ T0: || Recipient A; Recipient B |
757 —| CC: | [Recipient C |
752 —| BCC: || |

755~ AT (1) ][ Recipient A | [Recipient 8 (1) |[ Recipient © v~ 7
(1) || Recipien || Recipien (1) || Recipien -
Mike Hunter: 05/16/2005 — 12:45 PM =

Sonia Alex: 05/16/2005 — 11:16 PM

Mike Hunter: 05/16/2005 — 10:40 PM ||
v
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700 /////0
USER’S COMPUTER eMail2 SERVICE
END
NO
REPLIES OR FORWARDS SECURE ACTIVATION WEB
AN eMail2 PAGE: ENTER E—MAIL
MESSAGE [e2M] ADDRESS [e1A]
YES
SET CURRENT MESSAGE
[e2M] AS PARENT
MESSAGE
[e2CP] LOCKS OR
HIDES PARENT SET CURRFNT MESSAGE
MESSAGE D - ID [e2MID] AS PARENT
[e2PMID] FROM USER MESSAGE ID [e2PMID]
MODIFICATIONS
720 ——
\;>k”"'———ﬁ
eMail2
USER CREATES REPLY DATA LAYER
OR FORWARDED
MESSAGE
MESSAGE D
| PARENT MESSAGE_ID
KEY

N~

r1G. 27
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700 10
USER'S COMPUTER eMail2 SERVICE
SENDER FINDS AND
OPENS [e2IM] FOR
THE SPECIFIC
MESSAGE
\
SENDER ACTIVATES
THE ’TERMINATION’
COMMAND FROM THE
[€2CP]
END
NO
[e2CP] REQUESTS
"TERMINATION’ [62S] VALIDATES THE
COMMAND WITH [e2MAK] AND e1A]
[e2MAK AND [elA] —
CHANGES AND STORES
[e2CP] INFORMS | NEW STATE FOR THE
USER OF NEW STATE [e2M]
720 —] ,
\\\\:>X7”—_;&gn2
DATA LAYER
MESSAGE D
TERMINATED
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Incoming Messages

General ” Security |

[ Auto retrieve e2AMs

O Auto retrieve e2Ms for the following filters:

Services
O All Services
O Trusted Services

Members
O All Members
O Trusted Members

Message Format
O All Messages
O Text—only Messages

Attachments
O All Messages
O Messages with no atfachments

[J Auto activate with:
O All services
QO Certified services
O No services

[J Auto—trust services that | activate with.

V(=4
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W’\ 976
|[7E|eMcnl2 v |"|
/ New eMail2 Message
G007
My eMail2 Accounis
Preferences
About
205
,‘?ﬂ/\ — 908 907\ 909 9/5\
\
l@ |eMail2 Y|[QTest Service 1 7 7|Trc|c!f<mg IRG’rmgs efc. |7 |
Reject

Block Conversation
Block Sender
Block Service
Ignore

Manage Service

Tell me more ...

VI (LA-47//4

G976,

a7 906 907 905 \
A ) ) J
~] |eMoi'|2'||—_—]Tes1‘ Service v | g | Policies and Options |'? l

. Test Service
- ~g75
goz g0 Test Service

Test Service

16 27C
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Service
Details

eMail?2 Service:

User Accounts:

Mailbox

DATE

SUBJECT FROM

STATUS

Message entry number 1

Message entry number N

Message
Details

Date:
Subject:
Message [D:
Summary:
Status:

Message Format:

Characters:
Attachments:

Voice/Video Messaging

Message

- Tracking

Access Messages:

Retrieved:
Rejected:
Replied:
Forwarded:
Blocked:
No action:

50\4 Options & Forwqrding:
“IPolicies Replying:
Ratings:
E25
| Virus Messages:
Probability Attachments:
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729

THIRD PARTY
APPLICATION

EVENT B 770

EVENT A

eMail2 SERVICE

708
\ EVENT E

eMail2 CLIENT EVENT C
PLUG—IN

EVENT E

150
I

WEB BROWSER

EVENT D

F06 —

eMail2
DELIVERY SLIP

THIRD PARTY
EXTENSION

&0/

/

176G S50



US 9,401,900 B2

Sheet 30 of 43

Jul. 26, 2016

U.S. Patent

/& A

‘1084409 s| psjjddns
uolbuiojul [jo ‘ebps(moud Aw Jo [seq syj o} ‘joup Ajlea | []

:Juspioul jo uoydiiosa(

rjusploul o adA]

suDP ‘8o( fuyor ‘ypulg ‘b'e
SU0J0D—[WasS
Ag pejpipdes  sWDU [sli} ‘ewpU iSO

_ _ :peajoAul seshojdw]

_ ?cm_u_oE 10 UO1}D00T

(ARKA/wwi /pp wiwiyy) | 900Z/SZ/S0 Gyigz|  Hueploul jo swl]

Joday
fusplou|

|DUOION—SAS




US 9,401,900 B2

Sheet 31 of 43

Jul. 26, 2016

U.S. Patent

SWE(
TVYNE3LX3

c& I

Tincow noisNaz [ Y

VIvAVIIN

3 INA3
|
!
o #£/
ZIPWe =gy
b
| |
1 |
| |
oL | nouvorady 3naom |
V NOISNILX3 VLVAYLIA [~ 0 LNIAZ
f
m e/
13 IN3AZ
|
|
|
b - IONO lete o]
INITS ZION STETE

o1/~

(dINs AM3IAINEQ)
¥ISMON¥E 8IM

0 IN3A

g INJAd

NI=OM1d INJITO

L]

INIITO VYA

-3

o

10/

50/

J3A01dNW3

Y LIN3AG



US 9,401,900 B2

Sheet 32 0f 43

Jul. 26, 2016

U.S. Patent

or//

310IAY3S
CIIPe

£& Il

g5/

a0/
\

TINNVHD NOILYOINNAWOD

d31NdWO2D
S.d3sn




US 9,401,900 B2

Sheet 33 of 43

Jul. 26, 2016

U.S. Patent

65/

IN31dI03d

7E Ol

J0Va43INI
ONIMIIA
VIAQIWILTANW

1 VIA3IA d3801S

[

N

/7

/Nw\

LMK NI

1 ONIQY0O 3y

J0VI43LIN|

VIGINILTNW

ar/

N

or/

<EIONEN

&5/



16, 55

U.S. Patent Jul. 26, 2016 Sheet 34 of 43 US 9,401,900 B2
PERSON X
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PERSON Y PERSON Z
MESSAGE 2 MESSAGE 3
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PERSON X PERSON X
MESSAGE 4 MESSAGE 7
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X
Reply Reply to All Forward Reply
FROM: Terry Attwell
TO: Mike Hunter
CcC:
SUBJECT: RE: Thanks for your time foday!

<] eMail2 7 DSpeedy Delivery eMail2 Service

HjEln

ALL Terry

3:45PM 05/212006
TO: mike@sys—national.com
FROM: terry@sys—national.com

No problem at all Mike.

We were all very interesfed in your presentation.
We will schedule a follow—up next week.

Terry

3:45PM 05/212006
TO: terry@sys—national.com
FROM: mike®@sys—national,com

Thanks for the meeting today Terry!

[ hope I'll be hearing from you soon.

Mike

3:45PM 05/212006
TO: mike@sys—national.com
FROM: terry@sys—national.com

Great, I'll see you then. :—)

Terry

V(A /4
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FIG. 42 0

RECEIVE, AT SERVER SYSTEM, ORIGINAL E-MAIL 4202
MESSAGE FROM SENDER TO BE SENT TO PLURALITY OF RECIPIENTS,
THE ORIGINAL E-MAIL MESSAGE ASSOCIATED WITH UNIQUE MESSAGE
ID THAT IS ASSIGNED BY SERVER SYSTEM

v

STORE ORIGINAL DISTRIBUTION LIST ASSOCIATED WITH 4204
UNIQUE MESSAGE ID ON SERVER SYSTEM

v

STORE THREAD PARTICIPATION STATUS FOR EACH OF ONE 4206
OR MORE RECIPIENTS ON DISTRIBUTION LIST IN DATABASE

!

SEND AUTHENTICATION INFORMATION FROM REMOTE 4208
CLIENT DEVICE TO SERVER SYSTEM TO ENABLE SERVER SYSTEM TO
AUTHENTICATE REMOTE CLIENT DEVICE PRIOR TO RECEIVING OPT-OUT
; REQUEST

v

IN RESPONSE TO OPT-OUT REQUEST RECEIVED FROM ONE OF 4210
RECIPIENTS IN DISTRIBUTION LIST, MODIFY CORRESPONDING THREAD
PARTICIPATION STATUS INDICATOR FOR REQUESTING RECIPIENT TO
INDICATE THAT REQUESTING RECIPIENT HAS OPTED OUT OF RECEIVING
FURTHER E-MAIL MESSAGES IN SAME THREAD AS E-MAIL MESSAGE

v

UPDATE DISTRIBUTION LIST BY DELETING OR ADDING 4212
RECIPIENTS FROM DISTRIBUTION LIST BASED ON RESPECTIVE STATUS
OF EACH OF RECIPIENTS AND OF SENDER TO THEREBY PRODUCE A
MODIFIED DISTRIBUTION LIST THAT HAS DIFFERENT SET OF RECIPIENTS
THAN ORIGINAL DISTRIBUTION LIST AND THAT DOES NOT INCLUDE
REQUESTING RECIPIENT

\. J

v

RECEIVE, AT SERVER SYSTEM, REPLY E-MAIL MESSAGE IN  4214]
SAME THREAD FOR SENDING, FROM RECIPIENT OF ORIGINAL E-MAIL IN
MODIFIED DISTRIBUTION LIST TO OTHER USERS IN MODIFIED
DISTRIBUTION LIST, WHERE REPLY MESSAGE IS ASSOCIATED WITH
UNIQUE MESSAGE ID OF ORIGINAL E-MAIL MESSAGE

v

SEND REPLY E-MAIL MESSAGE BASED ON MODIFIED 4216
DISTRIBUTION LIST SUCH THAT REPLY E-MAIL MESSAGE IS NOT SENT TO
REQUESTING RECIPIENT

\. J

v

PROVIDE THREADED DISPLAY

\.

’

N
N
e
(oo
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1
SECURE ELECTRONIC MAIL SYSTEM
WITH THREAD/CONVERSATION OPT OUT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This patent application is a continuation-in-part of and
claims priority to U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/983,778, entitled SECURE ELECTRONIC MAIL SYS-
TEM, and filed Jan. 3, 2011; which in turn claims priority to
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/427,912, entitled
SECURE ELECTRONIC MAIL SYSTEM, and filed Jun. 30,
2006; which in turn claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application Ser. No. 60/696,300, entitled SECURE AND
TRACKABLE E-MAIL SYSTEM, and filed Jul. 1, 2005, the
entire disclosures of each of which are hereby incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to electronic mail systems.

B. Description of the Related Art

E-mail, in its current state, is in dire need of a revisiting.
The existing design and architecture allows for virus attacks,
“spam” abuse and major security concerns. According to
Computer Associates, 90% of viruses are passed through
e-mail, which makes users more cautious than ever about
what e-mail they open. 51% of corporations have had a virus
disaster and six major viruses over the last five years have
resulted in $20 B in estimated global costs. In 2005, more than
200 viruses actively spread on the Internet resulting in
approximately 0.65% of all e-mail messages carrying a virus.

According to the Meta Group, 75% of all corporate knowl-
edge is communicated via e-mail (2005). The number of
corporate e-mail messages sent daily worldwide is expected
to double by 2006, from 31 billion messages to 60 billion. The
cost of unsolicited e-mail to US and European businesses last
year amounted to $11.4 B. For ISPs the cost was $500 M. In
addition to the financial cost, this ever-growing problem of
unsolicited e-mail has created security, liability, and produc-
tivity issues for organizations.

The rapid growth of e-mail has resulted in an increasing
awareness of the security threats and the need for solutions to
safeguard corporate networks and data. In an ever-changing
landscape of products, providers and services in this growing
market, millions of dollars are spent every year trying to
strengthen the infrastructure of corporations in order to pro-
tect its data from spam and viruses.

Existing multi-layered protection methods typically con-
sist of adding extra scanning processes, traps and quarantine
areas, all within the network of the corporation, to reduce
spam and virus intrusions. Current trends suggest that these
multi-layer methods cannot stop the increase in spam e-mail
and viruses. Reinforcing the infrastructure is an ad hoc solu-
tion; by the time anti-spam and anti-virus protection systems
intercept the message, it already resides inside the corpora-
tion’s firewall. In some cases it might not even be necessary to
open the malicious e-mail; just receiving it may be enough to
create damage (e.g., in the case of self-executable viruses).
From a legal perspective, the digitization of documents has
created a large problem in being able to track who has what
copy and which was the original version. New trends sur-
rounding archiving and tracking e-mail communications are
covered daily by the press because of the following pressure
points which traditional e-mail does not cover:
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Compliance: The Sarbanes-Oxley (US) compliance for the
Securities and Exchange Commission and the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (US) both
require that valid records of electronic communication
between employees and clients be kept. With traditional
e-mail, guaranteed tracking and auditability cannot be
reliably achieved, and thus compliance cannot reliably
be achieved in any easy manner.

Public disclosure of confidential material: Traditional
e-mail has no way of tracking or recording unauthorized
message forwarding or interception. These pitfalls make
e-mail an unattractive solution for the transference of
sensitive materials.

Archiving: Archivists commonly require the original docu-
ment not to be changed or tampered with.

Records Management Requirements often demand that all
copies of the original document be keep in an archive.

Existing e-mail network infrastructures and protocols
(hereinafter collectively “e-maill”) have only limited track-
ing capabilities. Messages typically cannot be tracked
between different e-mail servers and recipients; incomplete
transactions due to different software configurations create
non-guaranteed tracking records. Companies offering
e-maill tracking systems typically either require users to
change e-mail addresses so that messages are routed through
the same server, or worse, require HTML and JavaScript
embedded into each message in order to track executables
(code) rather than the actual e-mail message.

Additionally, e-mail encryption methods, such as PKI, are
not widely used today despite their existence for more than 10
years. This is partly because such technologies are not easy to
use. For example, PKI requires each user (sender and recipi-
ents) to manually set-up their own certificate or private key,
and then manually exchange this key with other users. Many
users do not know how to manage their key files, creating
security loopholes in the process.

Limitations of E-Maill Message Control and Metadata
Functionality

Existing e-mail systems have several inherent limitations
in the areas of message control and metadata functionality.
Due to the architecture that e-maill is based upon, many
potentially useful features are impossible or only possible to
partially implement.

For example, using Microsoft’s Outlook e-mail client,
users have the option to ‘recall’ a message. This feature poten-
tially ‘un-sends’ an e-mail sent in haste, or one that was sent
to the incorrect recipient. However, Outlook’s recall func-
tionality typically can only work within an internal
domain—a large company’s e-mail network, for instance.
Even then, different configuration settings on recipient com-
puters can thwart attempts to recall messages. Because many
of'the people a user communicates with on a regular basis are
not a part of the user’s internal domain, this feature is signifi-
cantly less useful than it could be.

As another example, many e-mail clients incorporate a
‘voting system’, but these tend to be available only for the
simple task of providing feedback to the initial sender. These
voting systems do not generally allow for more complex
peer-to-peer or user-driven ratings in which feedback is avail-
able to persons other than the original sender. Further, such
systems are generally not extensible in that they do not allow
for easy introduction of new types of e-mail metadata func-
tionality.

E-maill Architecture and Backward Compatibility

Although the existing e-maill architecture is both outdated
and ineffective, e-maill is widely accepted as the worldwide
standard for online communication. There is an enormous
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amount of infrastructure, both hardware and software sys-
tems, devoted to maintaining and propagating e-maill mes-
sages. Because of the universally massive investment in
e-maill infrastructure, it is desirable that any solution to the
multitude of problems found in e-maill be backwards com-
patible, and that it not disrupt the current flow of e-maill
communication.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

Ane-mail system is disclosed that embodies various inven-
tive features. One feature of the system is a computer-imple-
mented method of securely communicating e-mail messages.
The method comprises receiving an e-mail message at a
server system that implements a secure e-mail service, the
e-mail message being from a sender that has an account with
the secure e-mail service, and being addressed to a recipient
that does not have an account with the secure e-mail service.
The method further comprises storing the e-mail message in
encrypted form on the server system; and transmitting, or
causing the transmission of, a substitute message to the
recipient (e.g., via emaill protocols). The substitute message
lacks at least some message content of the e-mail message,
and includes a link to a component that provides functionality
for the recipient to securely retrieve the e-mail message from
the server system.

Another feature of the system is a computer-implemented
method of providing for secure delivery of an e-mail message
sent, via an e-mail client running on a sender computing
device, to a recipient e-mail address. The method comprises
intercepting the e-mail message with an e-mail client plug-in
running on the sender computing device, such that an ordi-
nary transmission of the e-mail message to the recipient
e-mail address is blocked. The method also comprises send-
ing the e-mail message to a server system for storage thereon,
and storing the e-mail message on the server system in an
encrypted form. The method further comprises sending a
substitute message to the recipient e-mail address with infor-
mation about the e-mail message. The substitute message
includes a key for retrieving the e-mail message from the
server system, and lacks at least some message content of the
e-mail message.

Another feature of the system is an e-mail client plug-in.
The e-mail client plug-in is adapted to run in conjunction with
an e-mail client program on a user computing device, and is
capable of intercepting an e-mail message sent from the
e-mail client program such that an ordinary transmission of
the e-mail message is blocked. The e-mail client plug-in is
also capable of causing the intercepted e-mail message to be
sent over a network to a secure e-mail service for subsequent
retrieval by a recipient to whom the e-mail message is
addressed.

Another feature of the system is a computer-implemented
method of securely transferring an e-mail message addressed
to at least one recipient. The method comprises sending the
e-mail message from a sender computing device to a server
system for storage on the server system; and sending a noti-
fication message to an e-mail address of the recipient. The
notification message includes a message key associated with
the e-mail message, and lacks at least some message content
of the e-mail message. The method further comprises, on a
recipient computing device, prior to retrieving the e-mail
message, using the message key as obtained from the notifi-
cation message to retrieve, from the server system, e-mail
message metadata associated with the e-mail message. The
e-mail message metadata is displayed on the recipient com-
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puting device to assist the recipient in determining whether to
retrieve the e-mail message from the server system.

Another feature of the system is a method of collabora-
tively filtering e-mail messages. The method comprises
receiving, at a server system, an e-mail message addressed to
aplurality of recipients; and sending notification messages to
each of the recipients regarding the e-mail message. The
notification messages include information for retrieving the
e-mail message from the server system. The method further
includes monitoring actions performed by at least some ofthe
recipients in connection with the e-mail message, and based
on such actions, generating dynamic metadata for the e-mail
message. The dynamic metadata is communicated to a recipi-
ent that has not yet retrieved the e-mail message to assist said
recipient in determining whether to retrieve the e-mail mes-
sage. The dynamic metadata may, for example, indicate how
other users rated the e-mail message, how many other users
retrieved or rejected the e-mail message, how many users
replied to or forwarded the e-mail message, etc.

Another feature of the system is a computer-implemented
method of providing different versions of an e-mail message
to different recipients. The method comprises detecting a
send event of an e-mail message composed by a sender on a
sender computing device, the e-mail message being
addressed to at least a first recipient and a second recipient.
The e-mail message includes a non-private message portion
that is not private to any particular recipient, and includes a
private message portion that is private to the first recipient.
The method also comprises securely transferring the e-mail
message to a server system, and storing the e-mail message on
the server system such that both the non-private and private
message portions are stored in association with a common
message identifier. The method further comprises providing
restricted access to the e-mail message as stored on the server
system such that the first and the second recipients have
access to the non-private message portion, and such that the
first recipient but not the second recipient has access to the
private message portion.

Another feature of the system is a computer-implemented
method of providing different versions of an e-mail message
to different recipients. The method comprises detecting that
an e-mail message being composed by a user via an e-mail
client program is addressed to at least a first recipient and a
second recipient. In response to detecting that the e-mail
message is addressed to the first and second recipients, an
e-mail message composition user interface of the e-mail cli-
ent program is supplemented to include a first private mes-
sage entry area for entering a private message to the first
recipient, and a second private message entry area for enter-
ing a private message to the second recipient.

Another feature of the system is a method of facilitating
viewing of e-mail messages. Reply messages are received
from each of a plurality of recipients of an original e-mail
message sent by a sender, and are stored on a server system in
association with the original e-mail message. The sender is
presented with a single e-mail inbox entry that represents the
plurality of reply messages. In response to a request initiated
by the sender in connection with the single e-mail inbox entry,
the plurality of reply messages are retrieved from the server
system, and are displayed to the sender as part of a single
logical e-mail message.

Another feature of the system is a computer-implemented
method for providing a threaded display. The method com-
prises assigning a unique identifier to an original e-mail mes-
sage sent from a sender to a plurality of recipients; and storing
the original e-mail message, and a plurality of reply messages
to the original e-mail message, on a server system in associa-
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tion with the unique identifier of the original e-mail message.
The plurality of reply messages include reply messages from
at least two different recipients of the original e-mail mes-
sage. The method further comprises using the unique identi-
fier to automatically aggregate at least the original e-mail
message and the plurality of reply messages into a threaded
display.

Another feature of the system is a computer-implemented
method of facilitating viewing of an e-mail conversation. The
method comprises identifying a plurality of e-mail messages
of an e-mail conversation. The plurality of e-mail messages
include, at least, an originating e-mail message sent to a
plurality of recipients, reply messages from at least two of the
recipients, and at least one reply to one of the reply messages.
The method further includes identifying a plurality of sub-
conversations of the e-mail conversation, each sub-conversa-
tion including a different respective sequence of e-mail mes-
sages; and generating a separate, chronological display of
each sub-conversation.

Another feature of the system is an e-mail client plug-in
stored on a computer readable medium. The e-mail client
plug-in is adapted to run in conjunction with an e-mail client
program on a user computing device. The e-mail client plug-
in is capable of intercepting e-mail messages sent from the
e-mail client program, and causing the intercepted e-mail
messages to be communicated to recipients via a secure
e-mail service. The e-mail client plug-in is additionally
capable of retrieving a plurality of e-mail messages of a
common e-mail conversation from the secure e-mail service,
and aggregating the plurality of e-mail messages into a
threaded display.

The invention also comprises a secure e-mail system that
comprises a server system configured to store e-mail mes-
sages in an encrypted form. The server system provides func-
tionality for addressees of the e-mail messages to retrieve
corresponding e-mail messages. The secure e-mail system
also includes a cryptographic engine that encrypts the e-mail
messages for storage on the server system, and decrypts the
e-mail messages for delivery to the addressees. The secure
e-mail system further includes an interface that provides
functionality for an administrator to add an executable cryp-
tographic method to the cryptographic engine, and to desig-
nate a particular executable cryptographic method to be used
to encrypt/decrypt e-mail messages.

The invention also comprises a secure e-mail system that
comprises a cryptographic engine that includes a plurality of
different executable cryptographic methods, at least some of
which provide different levels of encryption than others. The
secure e-mail system also includes a plurality of e-mail ser-
vices that run on the server system and use the cryptographic
engine to encrypt and decrypt e-mail messages. Each of the
secure e-mail services is configured to use a particular one of
the executable cryptographic methods, and at least some of
the services are configured to use different executable cryp-
tographic methods than others, so that different services pro-
vided different levels of security than others. The secure
e-mail system further includes an e-mail client component
that provides functionality for a sender of an e-mail message
to select from the plurality of e-mail services for sending the
e-mail message to a recipient.

The invention also comprises a secure email system that
comprises a server system that hosts a secure e-mail service.
The secure e-mail service is configured to store e-mail mes-
sages from senders, and provides functionality for addressees
of the e-mail messages to securely retrieve the e-mail mes-
sages. The secure email system also comprises a client com-
ponent that communicates with the server system using a
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communications protocol that provides for encryption of
messages. The client component provides functionality for
users to send e-mail messages to recipients via the secure
e-mail service, and to initiate retrieval of e-mail messages
from the secure e-mail service. The client component and the
secure e-mail service collectively provide functionality for a
sender of an e-mail message to control whether a recipient of
the e-mail message can forward the e-mail message to other
users. The client component and secure email service may
also provide functionality for the sender to, e.g., control
whether the recipient can reply to the e-mail message.

Another inventive feature of the disclosed system is a com-
puter-implemented method of controlling an e-mail conver-
sation. The method comprises receiving a parent e-mail mes-
sage from a sender, and storing the parent e-mail message on
a server system. The parent e-mail message is addressed to at
least a first recipient, who is provided access to the parent
e-mail message from the server system. The method also
includes receiving a child e-mail message generated by the
first recipient by forwarding or replying to the parent e-mail
message, the child e-mail message being addressed to at least
a second recipient. The child e-mail message is stored on the
server system in association with the parent e-mail message,
and the second recipient is provided access to the child e-mail
message from the server system. Subsequently, a request to
terminate an e-mail conversation associated with the parent
e-mail message is received at the server system from the
sender of the parent e-mail message. In response to the
request, at least one of the following actions is performed: (a)
blocking the first recipient from forwarding and replying to
the parent message, (b) blocking the second recipient from
forwarding and replying to the child message.

The foregoing summary is not intended to be comprehen-
sive of all of the inventions and inventive subject matter
disclosed herein, and is not intended to limit the scope of the
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Specific embodiments and features of the e-mail system
will now be described with reference to the following draw-
ings, which are intended to illustrate, and not limit, the inven-
tion.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram, describing major components
and processes of the system.

FIG. 2 is a schematic, describing the architecture of the
client plug-in aspect and service/server aspects of the system
shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 describes the processes of registration and activa-
tion in relation to the major components of the system
described in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a workflow, detailing the processes of registration
and activation.

FIG. 5 describes, at a high level, how messages are created
and sent using the system described in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 is a detailed workflow, describing how messages are
created and sent using the system described in FIG. 1 and
FIG. 2.

FIG. 7 is a representation of a graphical user interface in a
standard e-mail client. It shows the extra menus, created and
integrated into the existing menu system by the plug-in
described in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.

FIG. 8 describes the process for adding multiple private
messages to a single conversation, as well as the process for
combining private messages into private groups.
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FIG. 9 describes the process for adding public sub mes-
sages, specifically using Microsoft Outlook with a plug-in
(described in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2) installed.

FIG. 10 describes the process for adding private sub-mes-
sages, specifically using Microsoft Outlook with a plug-in
(described in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2) installed.

FIG. 11 is an example of an eMail2 Message Access Key in
its encrypted or obscured form.

FIG. 12 is an example of an eMail2 Message Access Key
after being decrypted.

FIG. 13 is an example of an eMail2 Introductory Message.

FIG. 14 describes the general process for retrieving mes-
sages, including how access permissions are handled.

FIG. 15 is a detailed workflow, describing how a client
plug-in (described in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2) retrieves messages
from an external service.

FIG. 16 is an example of an eMail2 Access Message.

FIG. 17 is an example of an eMail2 Introductory Message,
viewed through the preview pane in Microsoft Outlook.

FIG. 18 is an example of an eMail2 Access Message
viewed through the reading window in Microsoft Outlook.

FIG. 19 describes the Bookmark Manager for a message
with multiple sub-messages, replies or forwards.

FIG. 20 describes the structure of the message threading
system.

FIG. 21 is a workflow describing how a user replies to or
forwards messages. It is related to FIG. 5 and FIG. 6, as all
three describe sending processes in some form.

FIG. 22 is a workflow describing how a message is termi-
nated by the sender.

FIG. 23 is a workflow describing how message tracking
data is collected.

FIG. 24 is an example of the Incoming Message Prefer-
ences dialog inserted into Microsoft Outlook with a plug-in,
described in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.

FIG. 25 is an overview of how Registered Electronic Mail
can be enabled in one implementation of the system (de-
scribed in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2).

FIG. 26 is a workflow for encryption/decryption using the
Interchangeable Crypto Engine (ICE).

FIG. 27A is a representation of the main toolbar that
supplements an e-mail client after the plug-in (described in
FIG. 1 and FIG. 2) is installed.

FIG. 27B is a representation of the reading toolbar that
supplements an e-mail client after the plug-in (described in
FIG. 1 and FIG. 2) is installed, and an eMail2 message is
selected or opened.

FIG. 27C is a representation of the editing toolbar that
supplements an e-mail client after the plug-in (described in
FIG. 1 and FIG. 2) is installed, and en eMail2 message is
being created, replied to or forwarded.

FIG. 28 is a representation of a delivery slip, as displayed
in a web browser.

FIG. 29 is an example of a service administration web
interface, where service administrators can configure various
options and exercise a degree of control over the service
(described in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2).

FIG. 30 is a block diagram describing the processes of
communication between a third party application, a service
and a client plug-in.

FIG. 31 is an example of a metadata extension module, in
the form that it would be displayed on the delivery slip.

FIG. 32 is a process flow for a metadata extension module
generating, displaying and exchanging information.

FIG. 33 is an overview of the general areas in the eMail2
system (described in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2) that can be protected
by encryption or other security methods.
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FIG. 34 describes the process for securely streaming and
securely storing multimedia messages.

FIG. 35 is an example of the message transactions that
would constitute a “conversation” in eMail2 terminology.
Reference to FIG. 35 is used to describe the events, processes
and elements in FIGS. 36-38.

FIG. 36 is an example of a message reading interface and
bookmark manager, displaying an eMail2 conversation with
the chronological threading method.

FIG. 37A is an example of a message reading interface and
bookmark manager, displaying an eMail2 conversation with
the logical threading method, for thread A.

FIG. 37B is an example of a message reading interface and
bookmark manager, displaying an eMail2 conversation with
the logical threading method, for thread B.

FIG. 38 is a visual representation of a message reading
interface window for a threaded eMail2 conversation.

FIG. 39 is a visual representation of the security matrix, an
interface used to determine the registration options for a
specific service.

FIG. 40 displays the service-level message options: an
interface used to determine whether options are available,
what the default value is, and whether users can override the
default value.

FIG. 41 displays the process for validating an e2COM with
the eMail2 certification authority and subsequently register-
ing the e2COM with the eMail2 ICE.

FIG. 42 shows an example method for securely communi-
cating e-mail messages including opt-out functionality.

FIG. 43 is a visual representation of a message reading
interface including opt-out functionality for a threaded
eMail2 conversation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC
EMBODIMENTS

An e-mail messaging system (hereinafter “eMail2”) that
allows users to securely send and track electronic messages
will now be described with reference to the drawings. The
eMail2 system allows any organization to create its own
Private E-mail Network (PEN) and decide who belongs to it.
The eMail2™ system is very secure, fully auditable, and
trackable. eMail2 interoperates with existing e-mail network
infrastructures and protocols (“e-maill”), but adds extra lay-
ers of security and features. eMail2 is not necessarily a
replacement for traditional e-mail, it is a comprehensive
upgrade that plugs existing security holes and adds valuable
layers of new features, all without inhibiting or constraining
existing e-maill processes.

Embodiments of the eMail2 system may include various
features, including but not limited to the following: (1) secure
transfer of e-mail messages, without the need for users to
replace existing e-mail clients or to change e-mail addresses;
(2) tracking of all actions performed in connection with an
e-mail transmission; (3) the ability for a recipient to view
information about an e-mail message, optionally including
information about how other addressees have responded to it,
before deciding whether to retrieve the e-mail message; (4)
the aggregation of entire e-mail conversations into a single
threaded view; (5) the ability to include both private and
public messages in a single e-mail communication; (6) sender
control over downstream actions performed in connection
with an e-mail message; (7) flexible control over crypto-
graphic methods used to encrypt emails messages for storage.

As will be recognized, many of the inventive features and
aspects of the eMail2 system can be implemented without
others, and can be implemented within very different types of
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e-mail systems than the system described herein. By describ-
ing these features and aspects as part of a common e-mail
system, no implication is made that any of these features or
aspects need to be implemented in combination. More gen-
erally, nothing in this detailed description section is intended
to imply that any particular feature or characteristic of the
disclosed system is an essential component or aspect of the
invention. Further, nothing in the preceding background sec-
tion is intended to imply that any particular problem must be
addressed or solved by the invention. The invention is defined
only by the appended claims.

1. OVERVIEW

eMail2 is a messaging system that interoperates with
e-maill but uses alternative protocols (HTTPS and HTTP are
just two examples) and allows users to securely send, track,
and retrieve messages. When considered at a broad level,
eMail2 has two major features:

1. eMail2 allows the user to actively participate in the
message retrieval process. While e-maill places the
responsibility of retrieving messages on the recipients’
network infrastructure, eMail2 preferably places that
responsibility on the recipients themselves. After
reviewing associated message data, a user can make an
informed decision about the content that he or she allows
into his or her local environment. Thus, unlike e-maill,
eMail2 does not unwittingly expose users’ intranets and
local data to malicious e-mail content.

2. eMail2 changes the traditional e-mail “store and for-
ward” paradigm by enforcing a centralized message
repository. E-mail messages are preferably kept at a
single location and retrieved by users based on specific
permissions. Because both transmission and retrieval
are preferably conducted in a secure manner, and storage
is preferably protected by encryption, eMail2 messages
are impervious to the common security flaws that plague
e-maill.

One embodiment of the eMail2 system includes a plug-in
component (hereinafter “eMail2 client plug-in”) that works
in conjunction with existing local-computing e-mail clients
such as Outlook and Eudora. The eMail2 client plug-in (FIG.
1, 108) may be a module that is installed on top of an e-mail
client 101 installation, or the functionality of the plug-in may
be directly integrated into the e-mail client 101 such that users
need not install an additional plug-in 108 or other add-on
component. Additionally, for server-hosted client situations,
the eMail2 client plug-in may be a server add-on. Alterna-
tively, the functionality of the eMail2 client plug-in 108 may
be available via a web client interface 127 or helper applica-
tion for web-based e-mail services.

The eMail2 client plug-in 108 communicates over a net-
work, such as the Internet, with a service referred to as the
eMail2 service 110. The eMail2 service 110 may be imple-
mented as a service system (one or more physical servers) that
executes associated service code. The service can be imple-
mented by a large scale eMail2 service provider, or alterna-
tively, a single organization or company may run its own
eMail2 service 110. Although the terms “server” and “ser-
vice” are used somewhat interchangeably in this document, it
should be understood that multiple eMail2 services can run
on a single physical server or server system.

In one embodiment, when a new eMail2 message is cre-
ated, an introductory message containing an encrypted mes-
sage access key is sent to the eMail2 message recipient(s).
This introductory message may be sent by the sender’s
eMail2 client plug-in 108 using the sender’s e-maill network
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and infrastructure (e.g. SMTP server 103) or by the eMail2
service 110 directly, and may be sent using emaill or a secure
protocol. The content and attachments of the eMail2 message
may be encrypted and sent to an eMail2 service 110, prefer-
ably over a secure connection.

If the eMail2 client plug-in 108 is not installed on the
recipient’s computing device 100, the introductory message
may appear in the recipient’s inbox as a regular text e-mail
message. This message may include a link to an Internet
address for downloading and installing the eMail2 client
plug-in 108, a link to access the eMail2 web client interface
127, or an attached executable or script that implements
eMail2 client plug-in functionality. If the eMail2 client plug-
in 108 is installed on the recipient’s computing device 100,
the plug-in will extract the message key from the introductory
message and automatically retrieve an access message from
the eMail2 service 110. The message access key contains
information about the eMail2 service’s location, the status of
the eMail2 message, and a unique message ID. The message
access key in the preferred embodiment does not contain or
serve as a decryption key.

The access message acts in part as a notification to the
recipient that there is an eMail2 message on the eMail2 ser-
vice 110 waiting to be retrieved. The access message may also
contain information about the eMail2 message body and
attachments. For example, the access message may include
information such as virus or spam scanning process results,
the number of other recipients that have retrieved the mes-
sage, and/or a summary of how other recipients have rated the
message. The access message allows the recipient to view this
type of information. With the access message, the recipient
may also retrieve, reject or ignore the eMail2 message,
retrieve the message body only excluding any attachments, or
even simply retrieve a “text scan” of an HTML message to
avoid exposing his or her e-mail client to malicious code often
embedded in HTML messages. On retrieval, the access mes-
sage may be replaced by the actual message.

Because the eMail2 client plug-in 108 is capable of han-
dling the tasks of securely retrieving and decrypting the
eMail2 message, there is preferably no need to attach or
otherwise include executable code, executable software,
encryption/decryption keys, user keys, or private user infor-
mation with any of the messages (including the introductory
message and the access message) transmitted to the recipi-
ent’s computing device 100.

2. SAMPLE FEATURES AND BENEFITS OF
EMAIL2

Sample features of the eMail2 system may include but are
not limited to the following: (1) a seamless and conjunctive
relationship with traditional e-mail, optionally embodied
through the use of a plug-in to intercept and re-route mes-
sages; (2) the ability to circumvent restrictions and pitfalls
associated with traditional e-mail by bypassing and supple-
menting the traditional transport methods; (3) a dramatic
improvement in local and server-side security, optionally
embodied through the use of an Interchangeable Cryptogra-
phy Engine (ICE) (FIG. 26, 123); (4) a centralized, secure
message repository for storing all messages associated with a
single conversation; (5) a comprehensive tracking system that
allows for reliable message history and guaranteed audits; (6)
the ability to review messages and attachments before retriev-
ing them to a local environment; (7) various upgrades to the
feature set of traditional e-mail (collectively called “metadata
extensions™), including the ability to have private and non-
private conversations within a single e-mail communication,
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and to allow recipients to respond in the same manner. Spe-
cific features are summarized below, and are described in
greater detail in subsequent sections.

Controlled, Centralized, and Secure Message Repository

Since all eMail2 messages are sent to an eMail2 service
(FIG. 1, 110), the eMail2 service 110 acts as a controlled,
centralized, and secure message repository (Private E-mail
Network). The messages and their attachments are stored in
an encrypted form on the eMail2 service/server system 110
and may be archived for any desired period of time. When
creating a new eMail2 message, the sender may select which
eMail2 service 110 will handle and store the message and its
message thread (replies, forwards, tracking information,
etc.).

Increased End-to-End Transport Security

eMail2 message bodies and their attachments can be stored
encrypted on a user’s local computer. When eMail2 messages
and attachments are sent to a service 110, they may be tem-
porarily decrypted and sent over a secure protocol (such as
HTTPS). A secure protocol is essentially a direct, private
tunnel between the client and the server, and as such, is
resistant to interception techniques or security compromises.
Upon arrival at the server 110, the eMail2 messages and
attachments are preferably immediately encrypted before
storage, using the service’s 110 encryption methods.

Stored data can be decrypted, but preferably cannot be
re-encrypted with different information. Enforced through
the admin interface, decryption attempts and reasons for such
attempts are sent directly to the involved users. This is assum-
ing that the decryption attempts were legitimate. If a message
were to be decrypted and then re-encrypted by an un-autho-
rized person with different information in the body, header, or
attachments, this would immediately be detected by the
eMail2 system, and identified as such to the user and service
110. This identification could optionally be performed by a
checksum value comparison.

With this preferred system, data is completely secure
between the point of origin and the destination, as well as
secured during storage at both points. Additionally, due to the
decoupled relationship between the service 110 and client
100 environments (namely, no secret encryption information
is shared between the two sides), a security breach at one end
will leave the other end remaining completely secure. Fur-
ther, information generally cannot be tampered with between
point A and point B, as it is stored and transferred securely at
all times.

Though it is not necessarily required, it is possible for
eMail2 to be implemented in tandem with other e-mail secu-
rity solutions (such as PKI or PGP) to provide even further
increased transport security.

Seamless Use of Encryption Keys

From the user’s perspective, the process of encrypting and
decrypting eMail2 messages is seamless. These security fea-
tures are embedded in the eMail2 client plug-in 108 and the
eMail2 service and require no extra effort on the part of the
user. Each eMail2 message is preferably encrypted during
storage, and preferably only transferred over a secure proto-
col (such as one from the popular TCP/IP suite of protocols).
Since these messages are protected from creation to retrieval,
it is difficult or impossible to change their content (message
body and any attachments) during the transaction. It is also
difficult or impossible for unauthorized users to retrieve or
intercept messages and attachments. Self-executable viruses
generally cannot infect an eMail2 service 110 and propagate
themselves, resulting in an overall safer global network.
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Interchangeable Crypto Engine

In addition to the seamless use of encryption keys, the
eMail2 system preferably makes use of a unique Interchange-
able Cryptography Engine (ICE) (FIG. 26, 123). The ICE is
implemented either on the client side (FIG. 1, 100) or the
service side 110 of the service, and allows administrators to
select custom or third party encryption algorithms to protect
messages stored in the services they manage. New encryption
methods or systems can be registered with the ICE (FIG. 26,
123) as they emerge, allowing an eMail2 installation to offer
the highest possible levels of security to clients.

Co-Existence with Traditional E-Mail

No changes are necessarily required to a user’s e-mail
address or e-mail server/internet service provider to start
retrieving eMail2 messages. As mentioned previously, the
eMail2 client plug-in (FIG. 1, 108) may handle all of the
added client-side functionality of eMail2.

Users that wish to initiate a new eMail2 message may do so
by subscribing to an eMail2 service 110. Such a service may
be provided by anyone, including national or local ISPs
(AOL, MSN), web-based e-mail providers (Yahoo Mail, Hot-
mail, Gmail) or security service providers (Verisign, Syman-
tec). Users may subscribe to any number of eMail2 services
110 and choose the appropriate service 110 to serve each new
message. Preferably, recipients do not need to subscribe to
any eMail2 service 110 in order to retrieve or reply to eMail2
messages. Preferably, all replies to an eMail2 message are
served by the eMail2 service 110 on which the original mes-
sage was created, although linkages between email2 servers
are contemplated and discussed below.

Each eMail2 service 110 may offer value-added features
such as different security, encryption and storage options.
Any organization can also set-up its own eMail2 service 110
internally and/or subscribe to external eMail2 services 110.
Preferably, all eMail2 services 110 are able to interoperate
with the same version of the eMail2 client plug-in 108 (i.e.,
the eMail2 client plug-in 108 is preferably universal to any
eMail2 service 110).

In some embodiments, multiple eMail2 services 110 can be
linked by the service administrators to allow for routing
across disparate eMail2 services, or alternatively, only among
trusted services. In such a case, the message may be ‘owned’
by the initiating service 110, but copies may be stored at other
locations. This provides for sharing tracking results across
multiple companies. For example, if Company A wants to
communicate with Company B, but both want to be able to
universally access tracking and service information, the
administration may be able to set up both services so that in
defined instances, tracking and service information can be
shared. If more than one service is hosting copies of the
message, this may be disclosed in the access message and
tracking information, possibly in the “service” section of the
respective items.

In other cases, where special arrangements have not been
made between services, eMail2 messages for a specific ser-
vice 110 are preferably only hosted by and acted upon by the
service 110 with which they were initiated. Although multiple
eMail2 services 110 and service providers are contemplated,
the system may be implemented with only a single eMail2
service 110 and service provider.

Proactive Message Summary: the Access Message and
Delivery Slip

Allowing recipients to manually retrieve messages after
reviewing the access message substantially reduces the prob-
ability that their computers will become infected by an e-mail
virus. The access message may contain information such as,
but not limited to, the identity of the sender, the identity of the
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recipient(s), whether any local anti-spam and anti-virus scan-
ning has been performed, a brief summary of message, meta-
data associated with attachments to the message, etc. (See
FIGS. 16 and 17). Access messages containing inappropriate
key strings or virus warnings can be blocked and deleted by
the recipient or the recipient’s computer system (FIG. 1,100).
The access message is retrieved from an eMail2 service 110
using the introductory message that is initially sent to the
recipient. Since the introductory message may be sent via
e-maill, it can go through all of the anti-spam and anti-virus
scanning processes 102 currently in use.

In one embodiment, the access message exists as an e-mail
message in the recipient’s inbox, and may replace the intro-
ductory message automatically when the eMail2 client plug-
in 108 is installed. Users may also have the option to view a
web-based version of the access message called the “delivery
slip.” The delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806) may contain the same
information as the access message, less information, or more
information, and is fully customizable within an eMail2 ser-
vice (FIG. 1, 110). In embodiments that include a web client
interface 127, the delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806) is also a part of
the web client interface (FIG. 1, 127). As such, users can not
only view metadata, but may also be able to retrieve or per-
form other actions with the eMail2 messages, such as reply-
ing, forwarding, downloading attachments, and so forth.

Customized Private Messages

Some embodiments of the eMail2 system allow users to
combine public and private “sub-messages™ into a single
logical eMail2 message. For example, a sender may create a
public sub-message that is viewable by all recipients, and
additionally embed into the eMail2 message customized pri-
vate sub-messages to a sub group of recipients and/or each
individual recipient (See FIG. 8). Recipients preferably
retrieve from the eMail2 service the public sub-message to
“All” as well as their individual private sub-messages (possi-
bly including individual attachments). The public and private
sub-messages preferably appear to the recipient as a single
logical eMail2 message in his or her inbox. Each recipient can
reply in the same secure fashion to any recipients originally
included in a given sub-message and may add new recipients
(See FIG. 8) subject to the forwarding controls put in place by
the sender. FIGS. 9 and 10 provide visual representation of
custom private messages in a real-world setting.

Unique Message Threading

Each eMail2 message (and sub-message) is assigned a
unique message 1D and, if appropriate, a unique parent mes-
sage ID. As a result, an original message and all of its replies
can be tracked and assembled. For example, these IDs allow
an e-mail client to combine all replies to the same eMail2
message into a single inbox entry.

P2P Event-Based and Transactional Data: Ratings and Sur-
veys

Some embodiments of the eMail2 system may provide
peer-to-peer event-based and transactional functions that link
the sender and recipients of an eMail2 message. Because all
eMail2 messages in a conversation are served by the same
service 110, users can be linked directly to their actions, and
reliable records of said actions can be kept. This allows for the
possibility of features like rating and survey systems for
e-mails, in which recipients can, prior to retrieving a given
message, see if other recipients rated the message as valuable.
User-to-action links may include interoperability with social
networking systems.

One of the largest benefits of such an approach is the ability
to seamlessly display metadata in real time via a secure
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browser window. Survey, rating and voting results (e.g., aver-
age rating) can be generated and updated in front of the user’s
eyes.

Additionally, the rating or survey functionality of a mes-
sage is not necessarily limited to a sender-recipient relation-
ship. Peer-to-Peer (p2p) ratings and surveys are possible,
allowing recipients to view metadata generated by other
recipients.

Real-Time E-Mail Tracking Accountability & Auditability

Because eMail2 messages are not sent via traditional
e-maill protocols, it is possible with eMail2 to track the entire
lifecycle of a message (send, retrieve, forward, reject, delete.
etc.). As each recipient retrieves, forwards or rejects their
intended message, the sender and/or recipients can monitor
the status of these transactions. The eMail2 system may also
include web services that can be customized into existing
applications such as online e-commerce engines, supply
chain management deployments, CRM applications, etc.,
enabling flawless transactions throughout the entire cycle.

Complete Message Control and Termination

In some embodiments, the originator of a message has a
level of control over the future use of that message. The
options to terminate a message, change policies or control
permissions may be held by the sender throughout the entire
lifecycle of a conversation. In some embodiments, upon cre-
ating a new message, the sender can decide whether or not
recipients can reply to the message, forward it, or see the
tracking metadata associated with it. Preferably, these options
can still be exercised by the sender after the message has
already been sent. As an example of message control, the
sender may be able to enforce a policy for a message that will
require that the initial recipients request the sender’s permis-
sion before forwarding a message to a third party. This per-
mission may include global permission (to allow all forward-
ing by the recipient) or per-3.sup.rd-party permission (where
the sender may approve or deny forwarding to specific
3.sup.rd-parties).

The current generation of e-mail, built on an outdated
architecture, does not provide for the same level of message
control. Message control features, such as termination and
requiring permission to forward messages, are a direct result
of'the new architectural system that is a part of eMail2 and are
generally not possible within the bounds of an e-maill frame-
work.

Termination, essentially freezing the conversation in time,
can be especially useful in contract negotiations, legal dis-
putes, e-commerce communication and the general preven-
tion of the dissemination of sensitive information. Senders
have the option of choosing between soft termination,
wherein users are prevented from performing further action
on an eMail2 message, such as forwarding or replying, or
hard termination, wherein users are prevented from accessing
the message again, as well as prevented from performing
further action on the eMail2 message.

Registered Electronic Mail

The eMail2 system, when optionally composed of message
retrieving, storing, threading and tracking processes, seam-
less use of encryption keys and digital signature auditing,
allows for a true “registered electronic mail” application. For
example, eMail2 allows for later retrieval of messages and
activity logs over a secure web based interface (FIG. 1,127).
eMail2 services 110 may offer secure eMail2 transaction
services where the complete transaction is monitored and
recorded. The messages (and their attachments) may be saved
in an encrypted form on the eMail2 service/server 110 and
may be recovered later by a third party organization, such as
a legal entity, in order to prove that the transaction actually
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occurred. The encryption inhibits unauthorized users from
tampering with the messages and their attachments.

eMail2 re-creates the business process of traditional regis-
tered snail mail, but electronically, or paperless. In one
embodiment, all message contents and attachments are stored
encrypted, certified and available for later retrieval, in their
original condition, by any authorized user (such as a legal
entities), proving that the transaction actually occurred with-
out any possibility to have it tampered with over time.

As an example, financial institutions are struggling to com-
ply with SEC rule 17a-4 which says they must record all
electronic communication between employees and clients.
Although the rule has been in effect since 1997, only recently
have regulators come down on the industry by fining such
firms as Deutsche Bank, Goldman Sachs, Salomon Smith
Barney and Morgan Stanley, among others. Not wanting to
join this dubious list, financial-services firms are now faced
with the task of investing millions of dollars in e-mail archival
and retrieval systems or face fines and, even more seriously, a
damaged reputation.

eMail2 introduces a robust solution for archiving and
retrieving all of the e-mail content and its associated tracking
details, ensuring that the complete range of electronic com-
munications of specific users and groups is fully archived and
auditable. In one embodiment, eMail2 makes compliance
transparent, ensures the security of archived e-mail, supports
legal and litigation processes and addresses compliance
requirements worldwide.

Private E-Mail Networks

The structure of eMail2 allows for the creation of Private
E-mail Networks (PENs). PENs are communication net-
works that function independently of traditional e-mail net-
works, but preferably do not preclude users from using their
regular e-mail address, e-mail client, or communication
methods. As the name implies, PENs are private, but the level
of privacy is preferably directly tailored to the needs of an
eMail2 client. With eMail2, it is possible for a large business
(e.g. an American HMO) to run its own eMail2 service and
only allow hospital employees and patients to communicate
through it. Alternatively, a general purpose eMail2 service
provider could offer secure communications to anyone will-
ing to join or subscribe to its services.

Members of eMail2 PENs preferably can belong to more
than one network and may decide on a per message basis
which PEN service to use. Every subsequent activity (e.g.
replying and forwarding) is preferably driven from the PEN
service originally chosen by the sender. Even message recipi-
ents who are not members of a sender’s PEN are able to
retrieve messages from the sender’s specified PEN. This
increases security by reducing the number of times an eMail2
message is kept in storage, and therefore reducing the chance
that data could be compromised.

So, for example, a single HMO could institute multiple
PENs for multiple users and with different security policies:
A high-security PEN with strong cryptography, virus scan-
ning, message access controls, and tracking for emails relat-
ing to patient health records; a medium-security PEN with
medium security, fewer message access controls, and track-
ing for intra-office business communication; and a low-secu-
rity, low-tracking general purpose PEN for non-business
communication.

The eMail2 system need not itself include any anti-spam
software, anti-virus software, blacklist software, encryption
key or a TCP/IP protocol, but may instead work in conjunc-
tion with pre-existing software for handling these tasks. Fur-
thermore, eMail2 is not a different e-mail messaging system
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to replace MS Exchange, Outlook, etc, or another web based
e-mail system like Gmail or Hotmail.

3. ARCHITECTURAL COMPONENTS OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The components and subcomponents depicted in FIG. 1
can be logically divided into four areas: the sender and recipi-
ent’s local computing devices (FIG. 1, 100) (PCs, Personal
Digital Assistants, set-top television boxes, etc.), the eMail2
service 110 (comprised of one or more servers), traditional
e-maill servers 103, and the communication protocols used
to exchange information over the Internet.

While FIG. 1 illustrates a client plug-in-to-server commu-
nication model, it will be recognized that the system may also
be implemented with web client-to-server communication
model, or even a server-to-server communication model. The
system can also be effectively implemented across terminal
services/Citrix access type architecture without departing
from the scope of the invention.

a. Sender and Recipient’s Local Computing Devices

E-Mail Client [EC]

The e-mail client 101 is responsible for creating, exchang-
ing, and viewing e-mail messages and may be a conventional
e-maill client. Existing e-mail clients include MS Outlook,
Eudora Mail, and Lotus Notes. As used herein, “e-mail client”
refers to any program (e.g. PC-based, web-based, PDA-
based, etc.) that allows for the creation and management of
e-mail messages though existing e-mail protocols such as
SMTP. Ordinarily, the e-mail client does not itself include any
eMail2 functionality, but rather relies on the eMail2 client
plug-in 108 to provide this functionality.

Anti-Virus/Spam Client [AVC]

Anti-virus/spam clients 102, which may include or consist
of conventional, pre-existing anti-virus and spam filtering
software, may be installed on the local computers or servers
of'the sender and/or recipients 100 (or on the eMail2 service
server 110) and are used to scan e-mail messages and attach-
ments for malicious code or spam from unwanted senders. In
the preferred embodiment, these programs are not a part of
the eMail2 system, but may be used in conjunction with
eMail2. For example, the results of these scanning processes
102 may be displayed in the access message and delivery slip
(FIG. 30, 806) of cach eMail2 message.

eMail2 Client Plug-In [e2CP]

The eMail2 client plug-in 108 is the client component used
to exchange eMail2 messages. The eMail2 plug-in is prefer-
ably universal (one version per e-mail client such as Outlook
for Windows, Mail for Apple) and is optionally installed on
both the sender and recipients’ local computing devices (FI1G.
1, 100). The client plug-in is preferably responsible for cre-
ating, sending, retrieving, and forwarding eMail2 messages
and retrieving/sending tracking record(s) and other informa-
tion provided by an eMail2 service 110. It also incorporates
the added features offered by eMail2 (creating private mes-
sages, ratings, surveys, etc.) and is preferably responsible for
all communications with the eMail2 service. The functional-
ity of the eMail2 client plug-in can be replicated in the form
of the e-mail web client interface 127.

Different versions of the eMail2 client plug-in 108 can be
developed by third party programmers for each e-mail client
101 using eMail2’s API objects. Alternatively, the function-
ality of the eMail2 client plug-in 108 may be integrated
directly into existing e-mail clients, or may be integrated into
the operating system of the users’ computers.
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eMail2 Client Plug-In Global
[e2CPGUID]

The eMail2 client plug-in global unique identifier is a
unique identification key that is tied to each specific installa-
tion of the eMail2 client plug-in 108. The e2CPGUID is used
in conjunction with the eMail2 User Key [e2UK] and e-Maill
Address [elA] in validation and authentication with the
eMail2 service server 110.

Cryptographic Engine

Cryptographic engines (FIG. 2, 115) are used by applica-
tions to encrypt or decrypt data. In the eMail2 system, a
cryptographic engine 115 may exist on the client side, the
service side, both, or neither. Various cryptographic engines
115 already exist, and may be implemented in tandem with
eMail2 system architecture. A specialized cryptographic
engine 115 called the eMail2 Interchangeable Cryptography
Engine 123 is disclosed below. The Interchangeable Cryptog-
raphy Engine 123 is a part of the eMail2 system in some
embodiments and is not an existing Cryptographic Engine
115.

eMail2 Interchangeable Cryptography Engine [ICE]

The eMail2 ICE (FIG. 26, 123) is a type of cryptographic
engine (FIG. 1, 115). The eMail2 ICE (FIG. 26, 123) is an
optional component of the eMail2 system. When provided, it
may be part of the eMail2 service 110, the eMail2 client
plug-in 108, both. The eMail2 ICE, when present, handles the
encryption and decryption methods used to protect and trans-
port messages. The eMail2 ICE is preferably a modular
encryption system, allowing new encryption methods and
existing third-party methods to be integrated into the eMail2
system on a server-only level, a client-only level, or both.

eMail2 Communication Plug-in [e2COM]

The eMail2 communications plug-in (FIG. 26, 124) is an
executable subcomponent of the eMail2 ICE 123 and is used
by the ICE 123 to encrypt/decrypt each eMail2 message with
a particular encryption method. e2COMs 124 are security
expansion packages for the eMail2 ICE 123: each e2COM
124 contains an encryption/decryption method and is imple-
mented through the ICE Application Programming Interface
(API) 125. An unlimited number of e2COMs 124 can be
created and installed by third party developers for use with the
eMail2 ICE 123. The e2COMs may, for example, be imple-
mented as DLLs.

As encryption methods improve, existing encryption meth-
ods are broken, or if the business needs of a specific eMail2
service (FIG. 1, 110) requires stronger encryption, new
e2COMs (FIG. 26, 124) can be developed and made available
for use with one or more eMail2 services (FIG. 1, 110). As
subcomponents of the eMail2 ICE (FIG. 26, 123), e2COMs
124 are installed and registered wherever the ICE is imple-
mented. In the preferred embodiment, one e2COM 124 (a
default) is included inside the ICE 123, but custom and third
party e2COMs can also be added as needed or desired by
services/users. Encryption methods that may be implemented
as e2COMs 124 include (but are not limited to) AES, DES,
DSA, SHA1, MAC TripleDES, MDS5, RC2, Rijndael, RSA,
SHA256, SHA384, SHAS12, etc.

eMail2 Communication Plug-In UUID [e2CPUUID]

The eMail2 communication plug-in WUID is a unique
identifier that is tied to an eMail2 communication plug-in
124. The eMail2 plug-in (FIG. 1, 108) can use the communi-
cation plug-in WUID to identify which eMail2 communica-
tion plug-in (FIG. 26, 124) to use when communicating with
a specific eMail2 service (FIG. 1, 110).
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b. eMail2 Service

eMail2 Message [e2M]

An eMail2 message is an electronic message, including
plain text, html, and/or attachments, that is sent through an
eMail2 service 110. The eMail2 message may also include
public and private message content and attachments. All of
the actions that can be performed with respect to an eMail2
message (creating, forwarding, replying, reading, tracking,
and so forth) are facilitated by the eMail2 client plug-in 108
(or the eMail2 web client interface 127) and/or the eMail2
service 110. In some embodiments, the eMail2 web client
interface 127 can actually take the place of the eMail2 client
plug-in 108, allowing users to perform all usual eMail2 mes-
sage actions (creating messages, retrieving messages, reply-
ing, forwarding, etc.) across a preferably secure connection at
a eMail2 service web interface (e.g. a website).

eMail2 Public Message [e2M Public]

With the eMail2 public/private message system, senders
can create ‘sub-messages’ within a single logical e-mail mes-
sage. These sub-messages can be either public or private. A
public eMail2 message can be viewed and replied to by all
recipients, and is generally contained within the “all” tab of
the tabbed e-mail window interface.

eMail2 Private Message [e2M Private]

With the eMail2 public/private message system, senders
can create ‘sub-messages’ within a single logical e-mail mes-
sage. These sub-messages can be either public or private. A
private eMail2 message can be viewed and replied to only by
the recipients that it is specifically addressed to. In an e-mail
conversation, the private messages are only retrieved by the
intended recipients. Private messages are generally displayed
within tabs labeled for specific recipients in the tabbed e-mail
window interface that may include one or more recipient per
tab (See FIG. 19).

eMail2 Message 1D [e2MID] and eMail2 Parent Message
1D [e2PMID]

Message IDs and Parent Message 1Ds are embedded in
eMail2 messages when they are created. A Message 1D is the
unique identifier for an eMail2 message, and enables several
of the extended features that eMail2 offers. Every eMail2
message has a Message 1D, and messages that are replies or
forwards (derivative messages) contain Parent Message [Ds
that identify them as members of a specific eMail2 conversa-
tion (or thread).

If Message B is a reply to Message A, then Message B will
contain both a Message 1D that uniquely identifies it as a
message, as well as a Parent Message ID that links it to
Message A.

eMail2 Service/Server [e2S]

The functions of the eMail2 service (which is comprised of
one of more servers) (FIGS. 1 and 2, 110) may include but are
not limited to (1) registration/activation of eMail2 users; (2)
e-mail2 message storing, archiving, scanning, and retrieving;
(3) introductory message creation and delivery; (4) access
message creation and delivery; (5) dynamic delivery slip
creation and hosting; and (6) web services. The eMail2 ser-
vice 110 also preferably offers a management console that
allows administrators to manage their member base, control
server traffic flow, receive reports about system activity, and
access other administrative functions.

The eMail2 service 110 is preferably a combination of
hardware and software running on one or more servers. From
a client computer’s perspective, it is a single, autonomous
entity that provides eMail2 services, even if the actual eMail2
service 110 is distributed between multiple computers or
servers. The eMail2 service 110 preferably runs on the Win-
dows or UNIX operating systems, although it may run on any
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operating system platform. The eMail2 service data layer 120
preferably runs on a relational database management system
such as Microsoft SQL Server or Oracle, although it may run
on any type of data repository. The eMail2 service can be
hosted by any ISP or internally by any organization. It may
authenticate each user, store eMail2 messages in an encrypted
manner, and send and retrieve each eMail2 message. The
eMail2 service 110 may also log activity related to an eMail2
message and create and update eMail2 access messages and
delivery slips accordingly.

eMail2 Service Global Unique ID [e2SGUID]

The eMail2 Service Global Unique Identifier preferably
uniquely identifies a specific eMail2 service 110. It may be
stored on both the eMail2 service 110, and on the local com-
puter 100 of any eMail2 users that have activated with the
specific service 110.

eMail2 User Key [e2UK]

The eMail2 user key is generated from a user’s e-maill
address and a specific eMail2 service 110 as identified by an
e2SGUID. User keys are service-specific and are created
during passive registration. In one embodiment, the user key
is embedded into the local PC registry of the user’s computer
100. In other embodiments, the user key may be stored in
other locations, such as networked or removable storage. The
user key serves to uniquely identify a user when accessing a
particular eMail2 service 110. It is created and delivered to
the user by the eMail2 service 110 and, in the preferred
embodiment, is always transferred in a secure manner
between the different hardware components.

eMail2 Activation Code [e2AC]

The eMail2 activation code may be generated when a user
registers with an eMail2 service 110. In one embodiment, a
user registers by navigating to an eMail2 service’s web client
interface 127 and providing his or her e-mail address to the
eMail2 service. An activation code is preferably comprised
of: an eMail2 user key, an eMail2 CPGUID and an e-mail
address. The registered e-mail address becomes “bound” to
the eMail2 service 110. Upon providing this e-mail address,
the eMail2 service 110 preferably sends an eMail2 activation
code (which may or may not be encrypted) via e-maill to the
user’s e-mail client 101 where it is intercepted by the eMail2
client plug-in 108 to complete the activation.

eMail2 Message Access Key [e2MAK]

The eMail2 message access key uniquely identifies an
eMail2 message and contains information about where the
message is stored. It is preferably used by an eMail2 service
110 and client plug-in 108 to track all of the actions that occur
for the message.

The message access key preferably contains non-secret
information which describes the eMail2 message, the eMail2
service 110 from which it is to be retrieved and the unique
message 1D that identifies it on the service 110. The message
access key might not contain any sensitive information but is
preferably obscured by a public algorithm. This algorithm is
preferably included natively within all versions of the eMail2
client plug-in 108, thereby allowing all eMail2 client plug-ins
to decipher the eMail2 message access key. However, without
the other key personal information (such as the eMail2 user
key and possibly even the eMail2 CPGUID, for example) it is
impossible or difficult to retrieve the message. See FIG. 11
and FIG. 12 for eMail2 message access key samples.

The eMail2 message access key may contain (but is not
limited to) the following four elements:

1. The eMail2 service node (FIG. 2, 116) address or eMail 2
service host ID.

2. A unique eMail2 message ID.
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3. A unique eMail2 parent message 1D.

4. The eMail2 message access key state.

Note that the message access key is preferably not used as
an encryption or decryption key for encrypting/decrypting
eMail2 messages. The encryption/decryption of each mes-
sage is preferably the responsibility of a cryptographic engine
115 (such as the ICE [FIG. 26, 123]) or the eMail2 client
plug-in (FIG. 1, 108) itself The eMail2 client plug-in uses the
message key to locate and retrieve each eMail2 message from
aneMail2 service 110. If the user’s e-mail address and unique
user key are valid and authenticated by the eMail2 service
110, the eMail2 client plug-in 108 is able to retrieve the
eMail2 message.

eMail2 Message Initialization [e2MI]

An eMail2 message initialization occurs when an eMail2
client plug-in 108 has supplied valid credentials for message
creation with a service 110. The message initialization is an
empty database entry in the eMail2 service’s data layer 120,
containing:

eMail2 User Key (e2UK)

eMail2 client plug-in Global Unique ID (e2CPGUID)

Parent Message 1D (for tracking replies)

Forward ID (for tracking forwards)

Message Options

Status (at this point, ‘initialized”)

Date and time of the message initialization.

A specific message initialization is identified by a Message
ID. New message initializations are performed for every new
message, including replies, forwards and each private or pub-
lic message. Old or unused message initializations are pref-
erably never reused for new messages.

In some embodiments, the message initialization takes
place as soon as the e-mail composition window is opened
(i.e. once the user chooses to create a message with eMail2).
In other embodiments, the message initialization can take
place upon the send command or during any other event than
can be recognized by the eMail2 client plug-in 108.

eMail2 Introductory Message [e2IM]

The eMail2 introductory message is used to initiate a new
eMail2 message with one or more recipients. In one embodi-
ment, the introductory message is a text-only message. It may
be sent via e-maill or some other communications protocol.
In one embodiment, it contains a generic “welcome” state-
ment and a unique eMail2 message key. The introductory
message preferably includes a hyperlink to, or URL of, an
Internet site for downloading the eMail2 client plug-in 108.
The introductory message may additionally or alternatively
include a link to the web client interface 127, if this feature is
enabled by the eMail2 service 110. If the recipient’s comput-
ing device already has the eMail2 plug-in 108 installed
thereon, the recipient ordinarily will not see the introductory
message, but will instead see the eMail2 access message (see
description below). See FIG. 13 for an eMail2 introductory
message sample. Optionally, an applet that functions as a
‘reader’ could be attached to the introductory message. Using
this bundled ‘reader’, the recipient may be able to access and
read the eMail2 message addressed to him or her without
installing the eMail2 client plug-in (FIG. 1, 108) or accessing
the web client interface 127. Any type of scripting or pro-
gramming language could be implemented to create this
applet.

eMail2 Access Message [e2AM]

The eMail2 access message is generated by an eMail2
service 110 once the introductory message is retrieved by the
eMail2 client plug-in 108 of a recipient. The access message
may be automatically retrieved by the eMail2 client plug-in
108, and may dynamically replace the introductory message
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in the user’s inbox. Alternatively, a user may send a “retrieve
access message” command, using the eMail2 toolbar, to
achieve the same result (See FIG. 27B).

While the introductory message may be sent over SMTP
protocols, the access message is preferably retrieved over
HTTP or HTTPS (or any other TCP/IP channel). This allows
increased transport security for the access message. See FIG.
16 for an eMail2 access message sample.

eMail2 Delivery Slip [e2DS]

The eMail2 delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806) is preferably a
web-based extension of the access message retrieved by the
eMail2 client plug-in (FIG. 1, 108) and a part of the web client
interface 127. The delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806) may display
extensive tracking and relational information, presenting it
dynamically on a webpage. It may also include a dynamic
eMail2 mailbox (FIG. 28, 801), displaying all eMail2 public
and private messages that a user has stored on the eMail2
service (FIG. 1, 110). Selecting these messages may display
the metadata for that specific message. The delivery slip (FIG.
30, 806) preferably features high levels of user interactivity
and customizability. All features available to a user while
using the eMail2 client plug-in (FIG. 1, 108) are preferably
available to auser when viewing a delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806)
through the use of the eMail2 web client interface (FIG. 1,
127).

eMail2 Web Client Interface [e2WCI]

In embodiments that include a web client interface 127, the
web client interface 127 is a web-based companion for the
eMail2 client plug-in 108. The web client interface 127
includes the eMail2 delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806). The web
client interface (FIG. 1, 127) offers similar functionality as
the eMail2 client plug-in 108 in the sense that it allows for
safe, secure creation, retrieval, replying, forwarding, etc. of
eMail2 messages. The web client interface 127 is preferably
accessed by eMail2 users with a web browser over a secure
TCP/IP connection like HTTPS. In one embodiment, a hyper-
link is included in either the introductory message or the
access message, directing the user to the web client interface
127. In other embodiments, the web client interface 127 may
be accessed via a secure log-in screen on the service’s web-
site, or by a button on the eMail2 client plug-in toolbar (FIG.
27b).

The eMail2 web client interface (FIG. 1, 127) enables fully
functional use of an eMail2 service from a location where the
eMail2 client plug-in 108 is not installed. With the eMail2
web client interface 127, itis not necessary for a user to install
the eMail2 client plug-in 108 to use eMail2.

The delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806) aspect of the web client
interface (FIG. 1, 127) preferably contains a ‘pre-send’ state
that allows a user to set outbound message options (whether
or not to enable tracking, ratings, surveys, allow replying/
forwarding, etc.). These options are preferably set through the
web client interface 127 regardless of whether the message is
being composed with the client plug-in 108 or the web client
interface 127. If the user is composing the message with the
eMail2 client plug-in, this aspect may be transparent.

eMail2 Service Provider [e2SP]

The eMail2 service provider or host is similar to an ISP
(Internet Service Provider) but provides eMail2 services and
product downloads. eMail2 service providers can host Private
E-mail Networks (PENs), (essentially, private eMail2 ser-
vices 110), enabling e-mail communication outside of the
traditional e-mail networks and without using the traditional
e-mail protocols. An eMail2 service provider is preferably
administrated by an eMail2 Super Administrator.

Since companies can preferably host their own eMail2
services 110 (or PENSs), it is possible for a company to be an
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eMail2 service provider while maintaining a company-spe-
cific eMail2 service 110. A service provider is host to one or
more services 110 which users may join and use.

eMail2 Certification Authority [e2CA]

The eMail2 Certification Authority (FIG. 1, 112) is prefer-
ably a combination of hardware and software running on one
or more computers/servers. The certification authority main-
tains a mapping of user e-mail addresses to eMail2 service
providers. In some embodiments, it may also provide regular
updates about the current list of available eMail2 services 110
to all eMail2 client plug-ins 108.

Additionally, the certification authority 112 may be imple-
mented to authenticate eMail2 services 110. Legitimate
eMail2 services are validated by the eMail2 certification
authority 112 by means of publicly viewable, electronically
signed certificates. When an eMail2 client plug-in 108
attempts to connect to a service 110, it may first check the
certificate provided by the service 110. If the certificate is
invalid or does not exist, the eMail2 client plug-in 108 will
inform the user that the service 110 is not registered or vali-
dated with the eMail2 certification authority 112. The user
then has the choice to either ignore this warning and continue
or to block this service 110 from communicating with his or
her eMail2 client plug-in 108.

In the preferred embodiment, the certification authority’s
112 validation and certification procedure is a manual pro-
cess, but in other embodiments, it may be automated.

c. Traditional e-Maill Servers

E-Mail Address [elA]

An e-mail address refers to a specific e-mail account to
which a user can send and receive messages. For example,
bgatesgmicrosoft.com is an e-mail address.

E-Maill Server [elS]

An e-maill server (FIG. 1,103 and 105) provides a service
that enables a user to send and/or receive e-mail via any of the
existing e-mail protocols. Users’ e-maill servers 103 and/or
105 may be hosted at their ISP or internally within an orga-
nization (e.g. MS Exchange).

E-Maill Message [E1M]

An e-maill message is an e-mail message sent using tra-
ditional e-maill protocols such as SMTP, POP3, and IMAP.

d. Network Protocols

SMTP, POP3, and IMAP Protocols

SMTP (Simple Mail Transfer Protocol) is a TCP/IP proto-
col used for sending e-mail. POP3 (Post Office Protocol 3) is
the most recent version of a standard protocol for receiving
e-mail. POP3 is a client/server protocol in which e-mail is
received and held by the recipient’s Internet server. Periodi-
cally, the recipient (or the recipient’s client e-mail receiver)
checks a mailbox on the server and downloads any mail,
typically using POP3. This standard protocol is built into
most popular e-mail products, such as Eudora and Outlook
Express. It is also built into the Netscape and Microsoft Inter-
net Explorer browsers. For more information on POP3, refer
to RFC 1725, RFC 1734 and RFC 1939. IMAP is another
protocol that provides the user more capabilities over POP3
for retaining e-mail on the server and for organizing it in
folders on the server. IMAP can be thought of as a remote file
server. IMAP4 can be used to access multiple mailboxes and
mailbox folders, as well as public folders. For more informa-
tion on IMAP4, see RFC 2060 and RFC 2061.

Hyper Text Transfer Protocol Over SSL [HTTPS]

HTTPS is a secure TCP/IP protocol. HTTPS streams are
encrypted using both asymmetric and symmetric algorithms.
Although HTTP and HTTPS is used for illustration purposes
in this document, other communication protocols can be used
in conjunction with eMail2 methods.
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4. EMAIL2 USERS AND ADMINISTRATORS

In the eMail2 system, there are users and administrators.
eMail2 administrators can be further divided into super
administrators and service administrators (FIG. 25,128). The
power hierarchy (from the most powerful to the least) is as
follows:

1. Super administrator

2. Service administrator

3. User

Users belong to an eMail2 service (FIG. 1, 110), which is
controlled by at least one service administrator (FIG. 25,
128). Services (FIG. 1, 110) belong to a service provider,
which is controlled by at least one super administrator. Ser-
vice providers are preferably independent of each other, and
as such, a super administrator for one service provider has
absolutely no control over a different service provider or the
services 110 hosted on it.

Super Administrator

Super administrators are the most powerful administrative
users in the eMail2 system. Super administrators control
eMail2 service providers, which host multiple eMail2 ser-
vices 110. A super administrator can perform all administra-
tive functions for the service provider as a whole as well as all
administrative functions for each eMail2 service 110. For a
given service provider, the super administrator can preferably
access, search, view, and/or track eMail2 message transac-
tions made by one or more specific eMail2 users on any of the
services 110 being hosted by the service provider.

However, even though the super administrator has suffi-
cient privileges to perform administrative actions for the ser-
vices 110 that the service provider hosts, this is generally not
the domain of a super administrator. Preferably, specific ser-
vice 110 management falls to the service administrators (FIG.
25,128).

Service Administrator

Service administrators 128 are a step lower than super
administrators in the power hierarchy of the eMail2 system.
Service administrators 128 are responsible for one or more
eMail2 services (FIG. 1, 110) that are hosted by an eMail2
service provider. For a given service, the service administra-
tor can access, search, view, and/or track eMail2 message
transactions made by one or more specific eMail2 users.
Preferably, service administrators only have sufficient privi-
leges to administrate their specific services 110.

User

Users are the basic members of the eMail2 system. Users
preferably do not have administrative privileges for any level
of the system. eMail2 users of an eMail2 service 110 are
uniquely identified by an eMail2 user key. User keys are the
identifying aspect of eMail2 user accounts on a service.

Service Conferred Status

Users may have a specific status associated with their
eMail2 user account. Certain statuses are set by the eMail2
service 110 that the specific user account resides on. Service
conferred user statuses include but are not limited to:

Active: This user is a regular user of an eMail2 service 110
and is not restricted from his or her normal operating
practices.

Inactive: This user has been temporarily suspended by a
service administrator or a super administrator. No fur-
ther actions may be taken by this user on the specific
service 110 that has labeled him or her inactive. Reasons
for flagging a user as inactive include, but are not limited
to: suspicion of fraud, ongoing investigation, failure to
pay required charges, disregard for service rules, etc.
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Pending approval: Some services 110 may require the
completion of an approval process before the user is able
to use the specified service 110. This approval process
may be automated or manual, depending on the require-
ments defined by the service 110.

User Conferred Status

In addition to service conferred user statuses, users may
also be flagged with statuses by other users. Preferably, the
user conferred user statuses are not stored in the flagged user
account. Rather, user conferred statuses are stored locally by
the conferring user. These statuses include but are not limited
to:

Trusted: The flagged user is on the conferring user’s trusted
list. This may result in special treatment of the flagged
user by the conferring user’s client plug-in. For example,
a user may choose to always retrieve all messages
received from contacts on his or her trusted list.

Allowed: The flagged user is allowed to communicate with
the conferring user. No special treatment is granted to
conversations involving ‘allowed’ users.

Blocked: The flagged user is unable to communicate with
the conferring user. A conferring user will never retrieve
messages, or receive introductory messages, from users
that they have flagged as ‘blocked.’

Preferably, users can confer similar statuses on specific
eMail2 services 110. For instance, a service 110 that a user
has flagged as “blocked’ will not able to contact that member,
unless it is explicitly un-blocked.

Global User Conferred Statuses

Because statuses are preferably stored in user accounts,
and are therefore specific to eMail2 services 110, if User A
blocks User B at Service 1, User A has not blocked User B at
Service 2. To provide for cases where, for example, User A
wants to block (or trust) User B on all services, User A
preferably has the option to block (or trust) User B’s e-maill
address. Thereafter, whenever User A’s eMail2 client plug-in
108 encounters User B’s e-maill address, the associated user
account on the service 110 will be blocked (or trusted).

5. EMAIL2 HIGH LEVEL PROCESS FLOW (FIG.
1)

This section describes, at a high level, a preferred process
flow for sending an eMail2 message with reference to the
embodiment of FIG. 1. The numbers below correspond to the
reference numerals depicted in FIG. 1, and indicate the major
components in FIG. 1. Events A through G are described in
the order which component interaction occurs in a typical
embodiment of the eMail2 system.

For purposes of illustration, the various process flows are
described in this document in the context of a system in which
an eMail2 client plug-in 108 is installed on the user comput-
ing devices. In embodiments in which no such eMail2 client
plug-in is used, the steps described as being performed by a
plug-in may alternatively be performed by the e-mail client
101, the operating system, an e-maill-attached executable or
script, or the web client interface.

Event A

A sender first creates an eMail2 message using his or her
e-mail client 101 in conjunction with the eMail2 client plug-
in 108. The eMail2 client plug-in is responsible for eMail2
functionality such as authentication to the eMail2 service 110
and encryption and decryption of each locally stored eMail2
message (with the aid of the optional eMail2 ICE (FIG. 26,
123), described further infra).
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Event B

The eMail2 client plug-in 108 sends an authentication
request, via HTTPS, to the eMail2 service 110. The service
110 authenticates the sender by determining whether his or
her credentials are valid for sending messages with a specific
service 110. Credentials may include, but are not limited to, a
registered e-maill address, an eMail2 user key and an eMail2
client plug-in global unique ID. Once authenticated, the ser-
vice 110 creates an empty entry associated with a Message ID
in the service’s data layer 120 and sends the aforementioned
Message ID back to the sender’s client plug-in 108. This
process is called “Message Initialization.” The sender’s client
plug-in then sends the eMail2 message, including metadata
and attachments if any, across the secure HT'TPS connection,
using the Message ID to store the eMail2 message body,
attachments, and message decryption key (optional) in the
service’s data layer 120. Preferably, the eMail2 Message
Initialization in the eMail2 service’s data layer 120 is only
valid for the current eMail2 message submission and is dif-
ferent for each eMail2 message and each eMail2 user authen-
tication.

Although the eMail2 system can, in some embodiments, be
implemented such that a single decryption key is communi-
cated from the sender’s computer 100 to the recipient’s com-
puter 100, the eMail2 system is preferably implemented with-
out any such transmission. Instead, the eMail2 system relies
on decoupled local and server encryption, with safe transmis-
sion of data across secured protocols.

Event C

The eMail2 client plug-in 108 receives the content for an
introductory message from eMail2 service 110, and then
sends the introductory message through e-maill to the recipi-
ent, via the sender’s SMTP server 103. As a result of using the
sender’s SMTP server, the recipient will receive the message
from the sender’s normal e-mail address and not an address
assigned by the eMail2 service. If the recipient has a safe-list
or a black-list of any sort, it should not affect the receipt of the
introductory message, provided the recipient can normally
receive e-maill messages from the sender. Alternatively, the
eMail2 service 110 can send the introductory message on
behalf of the sender from the eMail2 service’s own SMTP
server. If the introductory message is sent through e-maill, it
may go through an existing local scanning client 102 such as
those used by conventional anti-spam and anti-virus soft-
ware. The results of these scans may be added to the eMail2
access message and delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806) that is sub-
sequently created by the eMail2 service (FIG. 1, 110). The
message may also be routed through any scanning processes
102 that may exist between the sender’s e-maill server 103
and the recipient’s e-maill server 103. Alternatively, if any of
the recipients are registered with the same eMail2 service
provider as the one chosen by the sender, the introductory
message may be sent over HTTP, thus bypassing e-maill. In
one embodiment, the introductory message contains a
generic “welcome” message (see FIGS. 13 and 17) and a
unique eMail2 message access key.

Event D

The eMail2 service 110, which may be hosted by a third-
party eMail2 service provider, stores the eMail2 message
content in an encrypted state in the data layer 120. In the
preferred embodiment, access to the eMail2 messages stored
on a particular service 110 is managed by that service, and
eMail2 services 110 work independently from one another. In
addition, all of the replying, forwarding, transaction tracking,
and event tracking (e.g. ratings, virus scan results, etc.) for a
given eMail2 message is handled by the eMail2 service 110
that originally serviced the eMail2 message. The logical
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eMail2 message sent to and stored on service 110 may be
separated into multiple sub-messages, each with its own mes-
sage ID and parent message ID. In the preferred embodiment,
an eMail2 message that contains a public message to “All”
and multiple private messages to individual recipients is
divided such that each private message is a separate sub-
message (with its own message ID). Only the designated
recipients are able to retrieve their private messages through
their unique access message.

EventE

The eMail2 service 110 can perform additional virus and
spam scanning processes on the eMail2 message using scan-
ning module 102. While this scanning process preferably
occurs after the access message is produced and delivered to
the recipients, the eMail2 message can still be blocked and
deleted before the recipients have a chance to retrieve it. In
addition, if a virus is detected by module 102, service 110
may update all of the recipients via an updated access mes-
sage. If new information becomes available, service 110 may
automatically update the access message and display a warn-
ing message alerting the recipient of new and critical infor-
mation. In addition to a custom access message, recipients
have the option to view a dynamic ‘delivery slip’ before
retrieving the message. This delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806)
contains information similar to that of the access message, but
is web-based. In the preferred embodiment, the web-based
delivery slip is a part of the web client interface (FIG. 1,127),
and is seamlessly integrated with sending, retrieving, reply-
ing to and viewing eMail2 messages.

Scanning module 102 may decrypt each message during
the scanning process. Preferably, the messages are not re-
encrypted once the scanning is completed.

Service 110 may also use blacklist programs so that intro-
ductory messages from specific senders may be blocked.

EventF

The recipient’s e-mail client 101 receives the introductory
message from the sender. This message may be scanned by
anti-virus/spam clients 102 on the recipient’s local comput-
ing device 100. If the recipient does not have an eMail2 client
plug-in 108 installed, the introductory message may display a
welcome message inviting the recipient to install the eMail2
plug-in (see FIG. 17), a hyperlink to the web client interface
127, or an attached executable that implements eMail2 client
plug-in functionality.

If the recipient does have the eMail2 client plug-in 108
installed, the client plug-in 108 automatically retrieves the
access message from service 110 onto the recipient’s com-
puting device 100 using the eMail2 message access key in the
introductory message. In one embodiment, the recipient
opens the access message in order to retrieve or reject the
eMail2 message. In another embodiment, the eMail2 client
plug-in 108 may automatically prompt the user to retrieve the
eMail2 message when an access message is received. In yet
another embodiment, plug-in 108 may automatically retrieve
the eMail2 message from eMail2 service 110 when an access
message is received or when an access message meeting
certain criteria is received.

If the recipient is given the option of manually retrieving
the eMail2 message, the recipient may retrieve the body of the
eMail2 message and its attachment(s), the body of the mes-
sage only, or simply delete the access message and ignore the
message and its attachments altogether. eMail2 messages and
attachments are stored encrypted on the service 110, so upon
retrieval, the specified items are decrypted and sent to the user
over a secure (encrypted) channel.

In the preferred embodiment, recipients can reply to
eMail2 messages without having to subscribe to any eMail2
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services 110. This process is described further infra. Prefer-
ably, all replies are processed by the same eMail2 service 110
that processed the original message.

Event G

Third party applications 113 can access eMail2 services
through the use of an eMail2 web services API instead of
using the e-mail2 client plug-in 108. Such web services may
be customizable to different applications in order to provide
eMail2 compliant services.

It should be recognized that the message initialization
described in Event B may occur at a different point in the
process flow. For instance, the system may be implemented
with message initialization occurring on a send command, or
during any other event that can be recognized by the eMail2
client plug-in.

6. EMAIL2 CLIENT PLUG-IN AND EMAIL2
SERVICE ARCHITECTURE (FIG. 2)

FIG. 2 illustrates the two major components of one
embodiment of the eMail2 system: the eMail2 client plug-in
108 and the eMail2 service 110.

The eMail2 Client Plug-In

The eMail2 client plug-in 108 represents the client layer of
the eMail2 architecture. In one embodiment, the eMail2 cli-
ent plug-in 108 resides on the user’s local computing device
100, as depicted in FIG. 2. In another embodiment, the plug-
in 108 may reside in a separate location, such as a networked
resource, that is accessible by the user’s computing device
100.

The eMail2 client plug-in 108 controls all of the data
exchanges between the user’s computing device 100 and the
eMail2 service 110. These data exchanges are preferably
performed through the HTTPS protocol. The eMail2 client
plug-in 108 also interacts with the user’s e-mail client 101 and
user storage 118.

A cryptographic engine 115 preferably exists in the eMail2
client plug-in 108. The cryptographic engine 115 is used for
the encryption and decryption of messages that are stored
locally. In one embodiment, the cryptographic engine 115 is
the Interchangeable Cryptographic Engine (ICE), a propri-
etary encryption engine. However, the eMail2 system may be
implemented so that the ICE only exists on the server side,
and a separate cryptographic engine is designed or imple-
mented for the client plug-in 108/local environment.

The eMail2 Service

The eMail2 service 110 represents the server layer of the
eMail2 architecture and preferably comprises two modules:
the service node 116 and the server admin node 117.

The service node 116 may handle service processes such as
user activation/deactivation, incoming and outgoing eMail2
message management (including encryption and decryption),
and transaction tracking. This node also processes the send-
ing and updating of access messages and message metadata
tracking (including message ratings, virus status results, etc.).
Preferably, the service node 116 communicates with the
eMail2 client plug-in 108 through HTTPS.

The server admin node 117 may be used to configure,
maintain and monitor operations performed by the eMail2
service 110. These administrative functions may be made
available through secured, direct server access, or through the
use of eMail2 application programming interfaces.

The server admin node 117 may also be responsible for
user account configuration. For example, this node may pro-
vide users with various options or services such as eMail2
plug-in downloads, user account management (including
changing configuration options for message threading, stor-
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ing and archiving, etc.), and server summary reporting. These
features can be made available via a web based interface 130
to users, or through a web services API to third party appli-
cations.

The hardware configuration of an eMail2 service 110 sup-
ports multiple physical servers. In one embodiment, HT'TP or
HTTPS communication to the eMail2 service 110 uses an
“access violation” detection method. Thus, eMail2 service
110 commands in this embodiment may only be issued
through an eMail2 plug-in 108. In addition, data such as
transaction tracking and message ratings may be displayed in
a browser on the client side but may only be retrieved by an
eMail2 client plug-in 108. In other embodiments, commands
may be issued through a secure web client interface 127.

The eMail2 Data Layer 120

A third layer of the eMail2 architecture is the data layer
120. The data layer 120 stores eMail2 data such as the fol-
lowing: Message ID, eMail2 user key, eMail2 client plug-in
global unique ID, message options, message status, date of
initialization. The eMail2 data layer 120 is flexible, and can
store more or less information depending on what is required
of it. Although the data layer 120 is depicted in FIG. 2 as
sitting within the eMail2 service block, this layer may reside
on a completely different server. In addition, like an eMail2
service 110, the eMail2 data layer 120 may be split among
many physical servers.

7. EMAIL2 ACCOUNT REGISTRATION AND
ACTIVATION (FIGS. 3 AND 4)

FIG. 3 illustrates the components involved in the eMail2
registration/activation process according to one embodiment.
FIG. 4 illustrates a typical workflow for this process. The
numbers below correspond to the reference numerals in FIG.
3. Events A through G describe the typical process for regis-
tration and activation.

“Activation” refers only to the creation of a relationship
between a specific client plug-in (identified by the CPGUID),
an eMail2 service 110 (identified by the service GUID or
SGUID) and an e-maill address. This relationship is created
automatically when an eMail2 client plug-in 108 encounters
anew service 110. A user may have multiple activations from
multiple locations under one e-mail address, (e.g., a user may
be activated with one service 110 from both home and the
office). An activation is essentially a registration that is spe-
cific to a given computer.

“Registration” refers to the process of supplying user infor-
mation to the eMail2 service 110. While a user can have
multiple activations for a single service 110 and e-maill
address, a user can only have one registration per eMail2
service 110 and e-maill address. For the purposes of an
eMail2 service 110, there are two types of registration,
‘active’ and ‘passive.’

“Passive registration” is called such because it requires no
action on the part of a user. When a user receives a new
activation from Service A, an eMail2 user account is created
on the service for that user. This eMail2 user account is
identified by the user’s e-Maill address and the eMail2 ser-
vice 110 he or she is using. Passive registration allows a user
to retrieve messages from that service and respond to them,
but the user is unable to create new messages or access extra
features that the service 110 may provide. From a user per-
spective, passive registration is completely transparent. From
the perspective of an eMail2 service 110, however, it is impor-
tant so that the service can interact with the user while retain-
ing reliable auditability and trackability.
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“Active registration” is essentially the completion of pas-
sive registration. During active registration, users enter per-
sonal information about themselves, possibly including, but
not limited to, name, address, phone number, e-maill
address, billing information, etc. Preferably, the user infor-
mation fields are entirely configurable on a per-service basis.
Depending on the security policies set up by specific services
110, active registration could be required to create new
eMail2 messages, as well as access any extended features the
service may offer. However, this is completely configurable
on a per-service basis. Certain services 110 may require
active registration before recipients are even able to retrieve
messages, or at the other end of the spectrum, they may allow
full use of the service 110 with only passive registration.

In the following workflow, it will be assumed that a service
110 requires active registration before allowing the creation
of new messages, but users are able to retrieve messages with
only passive registration.

Registering/ Activating an eMail2 Account (FIG. 3)

Event A: When a user first downloads and installs the
eMail2 client plug-in 108, he or she has no activations or
registrations.

Event B: If the user has an introductory message in his or
her inbox, the eMail2 client plug-in 108 automatically con-
tacts the specific eMail2 service 110 and attempts to retrieve
the access message. At this point, “service discovery” occurs.
Service discovery occurs as follows: (i) The eMail2 plug-in
108 recognizes an eMail2 introductory message in the inbox.
(i1) Using the message access key in the eMail2 introductory
message, the eMail2 client plug-in 108 determines whether or
not it has previously interacted with the service 110 that sent
the message. (iii) If the plug-in 108 has not communicated
with the service 110 before, the user may be given the option
to allow or block communication with the specific service
110. If the user allows communication, he or she is able to
decide whether or not to trust the service 110 as well. If the
user chooses to block the communication, nothing further
happens. Otherwise, the user may become passively regis-
tered with the service 110, as well as activated for a specific
installation of the eMail2 client plug-in 108. (iv) In one
embodiment, the client plug-in 108 contacts a certification
authority to determine whether or not the service 110 is cer-
tified. This information can be displayed to the user when he
or she is deciding whether to block/allow/trust the service
110. (v) If the plug-in 108 has communicated with the service
110 before, it may remember the user’s choice from the first
time the service 110 was discovered.

Event C: If a user does not have an existing introductory
message in his or her inbox, he or she may visit the website of
the eMail2 service 110 and actively register, which causes a
welcome message to be sent to the user over eMail2. Because
the welcome message is an eMail2 message, the new user
receives an introductory message via the user’s e-maill
server 103. The user may register and activate for the given
service 110 using this introductory message.

Event D: Passive registration and activation occur: Passive
registration is an automatic process that is transparent to the
user. When a user contacts a service 110 for any reason, the
eMail2 client plug-in 108 sends the eMail2 service 110 the
user’s e-maill address. The eMail2 service (identified by the
service GUID) and the e-maill address form what is called an
eMail2 userkey, which identifies an eMail2 user using a given
eMail2 service 110. This passive registration is not enough to
validate a user’s identity, and as such, most services 110 will
not allow passively registered users to use the system fully.

Activation occurs when an eMail2 service 110 receives an
eMail2 user key and eMail2 client plug-in global unique
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identifier (CPGUID). The activation is specific to a single
installation of the eMail2 client plug-in 108 (as identified by
the CPGUID). If this is the first contact a user has had with an
eMail2 service 110, the CPGUID may be assigned by the
service 110, the service provider or the certification authority
112. Alternatively, the CPGUID may be generated at the time
of the eMail2 client plug-in 108 installation. The activation,
comprised of an eMail2 user key and eMail2 client plug-in
GUID, is sent back to the eMail2 client plug-in 108 and stored
on the user’s local computer.

Event E: When an eMail2 user account is created on an
eMail2 service 110 through either passive or active registra-
tion, the eMail2 user key is sent back to the eMail2 client
plug-in 108. In one embodiment, the eMail2 client plug-in
108 stores the eMail2 user key locally, either in the user’s
computer registry, or elsewhere on the client’s computer. The
user’s e-Maill address, the eMail2 service GUID and the
CPGUID may also be stored with the eMail2 user key. Alter-
natively, this information could be stored securely on specific
eMail2 services 110.

Event F: Preferably, full registration is required before the
user can either create new messages or take advantage of the
extended features associated with the eMail2 service 110 he
or she is using. Full registration involves the following steps:
(1) The user visits a secured portion of the eMail2 service’s
website, specific to the service 110 that the user wishes to
register with. (2) The user is then prompted to enter identify-
ing information. In preferred embodiments, this includes the
e-Maill address that the user wishes to officially associate
with the eMail2 service 110, but it can also include any other
information the eMail2 service 110 wishes to collect, (e.g.
Billing information). (3) For the registered electronic mail
feature, the service 110 may also prompt the user to enter a
password (for later retrieval of messages or tracking results
from the service’s web site).

Event G: In some embodiments, the user can request that
the eMail2 service 110 and his or her eMail2 user key be
registered with the eMail2 certification authority 112 for
future reference. Alternatively, the service/user key registra-
tion may occur with a different entity, created specifically for
such a purpose.

A user may subscribe to multiple eMail2 services 110
using the same e-mail address. Each subscription may have its
own settings and security options. Conversely, the same
eMail2 service can be bound to multiple e-mail addresses of
a single user. Thus, a many-to-many relationship may exist
between e-mail addresses and registered eMail2 services 110,
all using a single eMail2 client plug-in 108. For each sub-
scription to an eMail2 service 110, a new eMail2 unique user
key is generated (through the activation process) and regis-
tered by the user’s eMail2 client plug-in 108.

In one embodiment, if the user changes computer devices,
the new installation of the eMail2 client plug-in must be
activated again. This activation can be performed by re-open-
ing, on the new computing device, the initial introductory
message (containing the activation code) received via e-mail l
or requesting a new activation code by registering again on
the eMail2 service provider’s website. Registering more than
once with the same eMail2 service 110 (using the same e-mail
address) preferably does not create multiple eMail2 user
accounts. Therefore, all previous messages are still available
under the same account.

Deactivation

A user is preferably able to “deactivate” a specific instal-
lation of the eMail2 client plug-in 108. In one embodiment,
“deactivation” is performed through a secure section of the
eMail2 service 110°s website. If a plug-in is “deactivated” it
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can no longer perform any eMail2 operations with respect to
the affected e-mail address/eMail2 service 110 combination.
Thus, if the user’s computer is stolen, the user can change the
password of his or her e-mail account and deactivate the
eMail2 plug-in installed on that computer (for each service).

Sample Steps to Deactivate Through an eMail2 Service
Provider

1. User visits the eMail2 service 110’s web site and enters
the e-mail address that should be deactivated. As described
previously, an activation is comprised of a CPGUID and a
user key (the user key being comprised of an e-maill address
and an SGUID). Therefore, by providing a valid e-maill
address to a valid service, the user is essentially providing his
or her service-specific user key.

2. Upon submitting the request, an e-maill message may
be sent back to the user with a link to his or her account
statement. The account statement may have the following
fields: TABLE-US-00001 Associated Last Used Last Used
CPGUID E-maill Address Statement (date/time) (IP
Address) . . ..

3. From the account statement webpage, the user is given
the option to deactivate any of the CPGUIDs that are associ-
ated with the eMail2 account. Because a CPGUID is tied to a
specific installation of an e-mail client (FIG. 1, 101), a user
may be able to remotely prevent a specific computer, e.g. a
stolen laptop, from accessing his or her eMail2 account.

4. If deactivated, the user cannot retrieve eMail2 messages
with the eMail2 client plug-in 108 for this specific account.

5. If the user chooses to reactivate a CPGUID, the process
is similar to the new registration process. A new user key is
generated using the e-maill address and eMail2 service
GUID.

6. Optionally, any or all of these steps may be protected
with the implementation of a password system.

8. EMAIL2 MESSAGE CREATION AND
SENDING (FIGS. 5 AND 6)

FIG. 5 illustrates the typical components involved in the
eMail2 message creation and sending process. FIG. 6 illus-
trates a typical workflow for this process. The numbers below
correspond to the reference numerals in FIGS. 5 and 6. The
events A through I correspond to those in FIG. 6 and indicate
the order in which the described events occur for one pre-
ferred embodiment.

From the user’s perspective, creating an eMail2 message is
preferably similar to creating a traditional e-mail message
with the user’s e-mail client 101. However, as discussed later,
eMail2 messages expose additional features to the user such
as message ratings, tracking, etc. Users can also create private
messages (with attachments) to specific recipients within an
eMail2 message (described further infra).

Beyond the user level, however, the process for creating
and sending an eMail2 message is very different than that of
an e-maill. FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 display the process for one
embodiment in detail.

Sending an eMail2 Message (FIG. 6)

Event A: In one embodiment, the sender first selects an
e-mail address and a corresponding eMail2 service 110 from
the list of services 110 he or she has previously registered
with. Alternatively, if the user only has one e-mail address, he
or she may only select an eMail2 service 110. This selection
may be performed through the e-mail client user interface
(see FIG. 7) or through an eMail2 specific toolbar (See FIG.
27C, 906).

The sender then selects an option to create a new e-mail
message. If the new e-mail message is a regular e-Maill
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message, it is composed and sent in the usual manner, with no
interaction from the eMail2 client plug-in 108. If the new
e-mail message is an eMail2 message, the rest of this work-
flow executes.

Event B: The eMail2 client plug-in 108 sends a request to
the eMail2 service 110, asking for permission to compose and
send a new eMail2 message using the specified eMail2 ser-
vice 110. The request may include, but is not limited to, the
following: (1) The eMail2 client plug-in global unique ID
(e2CPGUID), (2) The eMail2 user key (e2UK).

Event C: Once the eMail2 service 110 receives and ana-
lyzes this information, it determines whether or not the user is
authorized to compose and send messages using the specified
eMail2 service 110. In the preferred embodiment, this is done
by checking that:

The e-maill address is at least passively registered (for
some services, the e-maill address may have to be actively
registered) and the plug-in is activated with the service 110.
The eMail2 user key is valid for the e-maill address being
supplied. The eMail2 CPGUID is valid for the e-maill
address. If the user is not authorized, the workflow ends and
he or she is unable to send an eMail2 message. Otherwise, the
workflow will continue as indicated below.

Event D: The eMail2 service 110 creates an empty entry in
the eMail2 service’s 110 data layer 120. This process is called
the “message initialization” and potentially holds the follow-
ing information:eMail2 user key (e2UK); eMail2 client plug-
in global unique ID (e2CPGUID); Parent Message 1D (for
tracking replies); Forward ID (for tracking forwards); Mes-
sage Options; Status (at this point, ‘initialized’); Date and
time of the message initialization. This database entry is
identified by a Message ID.

Event E: The Message ID is sent from the eMail2 service
110 back to the eMail2 client plug-in 108.

Event F: Events B through E preferably occur in the back-
ground and are invisible to the user. At this point, the user
simply continues to compose the new e-mail message, as per
normal creation of an e-mail. In some embodiments, when
two or more recipients are specified, the eMail2 plug-in 108 is
able to dynamically supplement the e-mail composition user
interface with a respective tab for each of the recipients (see
FIGS. 8,9, and 10, 154).

Addition of a recipient-specific tab 154 to the sender’s user
interface preferably can be accomplished by clicking a button
on the eMail2 editing toolbar (See FIG. 27C), a button next to
existing tabs 154 (or where tabs would be, if they existed),
dragging and dropping recipients from the “To:” field 150 to
the tab area 154. There may also be an option to automatically
add tabs to the interface in certain instances (if, for example,
there are fewer than 10 recipients). Removal of recipients
from a given tab could take place, for example, by requiring a
right-click on the recipient to be removed, followed by selec-
tion of the ‘remove’ option on the resulting context menu.

Each such tab 154 is selectable to access a respective mes-
sage entry area for composing a private message to the respec-
tive recipient. An “All” tab 153 is also provided to enter a
“public” message that is accessible to all of the recipients.

Ifthe sender wishes to compose a private message to two of
the recipients, the sender can drag-and-drop one tab onto
another tab to create a new tab and private message area. This
feature is illustrated at the bottom of FIG. 8, in which the
eMail2 plug-in 108 has added the tab “Recipient A, Recipient
B” in response to the user dragging and dropping the “Recipi-
ent A” tab onto the “Recipient B” tab, or vice versa 154. In this
particular example of FIG. 8, the sender can compose a non-
private message to all of the recipients (A, B and C), compose
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a private message to A+B, and compose separate private
messages to each of A, B and C.

Preferably, the user can add participants to a public con-
versation or private message whenever they are creating,
replying to or forwarding an eMail2 message. Preferably, the
ability to remove users from private messages after a message
has been sent is configured on a per-service basis. In some
embodiments, removing users could be discouraged to pro-
mote message tracking and auditability. Creating new private
conversations in a reply is possible in the preferred embodi-
ment.

Event G: When the user selects the “send” command, the
eMail2 client plug-in 108 intercepts the outgoing e-mail mes-
sage. The message content is extracted from the e-maill
message, and sent to the eMail2 service 110 across a secure
TCP/IP connection. The message is considered an ‘eMail2
message’ at this point. The user’s identifying information
(eMail2 user key, e-maill address, eMail2 CPGUID) and the
Message 1D previously returned by the service 108 are pref-
erably also sent along with the message. The eMail2 service
110 verifies that the Message 1D is valid for the User Key,
CPGUID and e-Maill address supplied, and then stores the
message contents (including attachments) in an encrypted
state in the data layer 120, identifying the message by its
Message 1D.

Event H: Once the eMail2 service 110 has received and
stored the message and its attachments, it prepares an appro-
priate “Introductory Message” and sends the contents to the
eMail2 client plug-in 108 of the sender.

Event I: The eMail2 client plug-in 108 sends the introduc-
tory message in place of the original message to each of the
intended recipients. The introductory message preferably
explains to the recipient that a new eMail2 message is await-
ing his or her retrieval on a secure eMail2 service 110. The
introductory message preferably contains a message access
key that allows only the intended recipient to retrieve the
actual eMail2 message. If the recipient user does not have the
eMail2 client plug-in installed, the introductory message may
provide details on how to download it.

In some embodiments, if the original e-mail message con-
tains any attachments, a separate file is created when the
introductory message is being composed, describing the
attachment metadata (virus scan status, size, etc.). This file
can be of any type (e.g. a text file, a Word doc, an image, etc.)
and is attached to the introductory message when it is sent to
the recipient. Because of the attached file, the recipient’s
e-mail client will correctly display that the message has an
attachment in the e-mail client 101 interface. There may be
only one attachment placeholder, containing information for
all of the attached files, or there may be a separate placeholder
for each attachment.

Sending the eMail2 introductory message to all intended
recipients may be done via traditional e-maill methods (i.e.
using the sender’s e-maill server 103). The introductory mes-
sage also may replace the original message in the sender’s
outgoing messages folder.

In some embodiments and scenarios, the eMail2 service
110 is able to send the introductory message on behalf of the
user’s infrastructure, through its own SMTP server. This can
happen when a user’s SMTP server is unavailable. This
method can also be used if a user chooses to abandon tradi-
tional e-mail (SMTP/POP3/IMAP) altogether.

It should be recognized that the message initialization
described in Event D may occur at a different point in the
process flow. For instance, the system may be implemented
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with message initialization occurring on a send command, or
during any other event that can be recognized by the eMail2
client plug-in.

9. EMAIL2 MESSAGE RETRIEVAL (FIGS. 14
AND 15)

FIG. 14 illustrates the components involved in a preferred
embodiment of the eMail2 message retrieval process. FIG. 15
illustrates a typical workflow for this process. The numbers
below correspond to the reference numerals in FIG. 14.
Events A through D correspond to the events in FIG. 14 and
indicate the order in which the described events occur.

Retrieving an eMail2 Message

If the recipient does not have the eMail2 client plug-in 108
installed, the introductory message remains in the recipient’s
inbox and can be viewed/read by the recipient. In one embodi-
ment, the introductory message invites the recipient to down-
load the eMail2 plug-in 108 from the service 110’s website
(see FIG. 13). If the recipient does not download and install
the eMail2 plug-in (FIG. 1, 108) in the preferred embodiment,
the recipient cannot retrieve the eMail2 message, unless use
of'the web client interface 127 is allowed by the service 110.
If the service 110 allows use of the web client interface 127,
users are able to use it to retrieve (and perform any other
actions with) the eMail2 message. The recipient may still
reply to the introductory message via e-maill if it was sent
through e-maill.

Event A: After the recipient has installed the eMail2 client
plug-in 108, the plug-in automatically intercepts the intro-
ductory message and sends the recipient’s e-mail address and
the embedded unique message key to the eMail2 service 110
for authentication. In most embodiments, the recipients are
not required to be actively registered with any eMail2 service
110 in order to retrieve eMail2 messages. If the user chooses
to allow communication with a service 110 when the “service
discovery” dialog is displayed, passive registration and acti-
vation occur automatically (described elsewhere).

Event B: If the authentication is successful, the eMail2
service 110 creates an access message for the recipient and
transmits this access message via HT'TPS to the recipient’s
eMail2 plug-in 108. The plug-in automatically replaces the
introductory message with the access message in the user’s
inbox. The access message may contain information about
the eMail2 message such as a text-only summary, scanning
process results, recipient names, etc. (See FIG. 18). To gen-
erate some or all of this message information or “metadata,”
the eMail2 service 110 may generate a temporary, decrypted
copy of the eMail2 message; alternatively, the eMail2 client
plug-in 108 of the sender may generate the message metadata
before encrypting the message, and may send the metadata to
the service 110 with the message and the message initializa-
tion information.

Inone embodiment, a separate access message is generated
for each public and private part of an eMail2 message. Alter-
natively, a single access message may be generated for both
the public and private parts of an eMail2 message.

Event C: The access message informs the recipient that
they have a new incoming eMail2 message waiting to be
retrieved (see example access message in FIG. 18). With the
access message, the recipient may retrieve, reject or ignore
the public and/or private parts of the eMail2 message. The
access message also acts as a “live link” to the eMail2 mes-
sage stored on the eMail2 service 110 and enables certain
workflow features (described further below). For example,
the recipient can obtain updated data about virus scan results,
the number of other recipients that have retrieved or rejected
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the message, and the ratings assigned to the message by those
recipients. In one embodiment, a single access message (gen-
erated from a single introductory message) controls the deliv-
ery status of all elements of an eMail2 message (public,
private, attachments, etc.).

With the access message, the eMail2 user is able to access
the eMail2 service 110°s web client interface 127, where a
web based delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806) may be accessed. The
web based delivery slip functions in much the same way as the
access message, but it also enables web based message
retrieval through an eMail2 service’s (FIG. 1, 110) secure
web services.

The recipient may configure the eMail2 plug-in 108 so that
eMail2 messages are automatically retrieved when an access
message is received. Alternatively, the eMail2 plug-in 108
may automatically retrieve those messages that it determines
to be “safe” (for example, a text-only message from a trusted
sender). Recipients may also use a “Retrieve All” command
to retrieve all of the messages (public and private) within an
eMail2 message with a single action.

If the eMail2 message is encrypted, the recipient’s eMail2
plug-in 108 may also retrieve the message decryption key
from its local storage, or in some embodiments, from the
eMail2 service 110. The recipient’s eMail2 client plug-in 108
automatically decrypts the message using this decryptionkey.

Event D: Since eMail2 message attachments are stored on
the eMail2 service 110 and retrieved over HT'TP by the recipi-
ents on demand, attachments need not have any size restric-
tions (as frequently encountered with traditional e-maill
(SMTP/POP3) protocols). The eMail2 plug-in 108 can also
work in conjunction with download manager clients to save
large attachments directly on the computer storage (disk)
instead of storing it in the mailbox file.

Once a recipient has retrieved a message, the same work-
flow features described above apply. For example, the recipi-
ent may view virus scanning results, view the number of other
users that have retrieved the message, rate the message, etc.
As recipients perform any of these actions, they are tracked by
the eMail2 service 110. In the preferred embodiment, the
eMail2 client plug-in 108 monitors these operations and
sends status updates to the eMail2 service 110 via HTTPS.

Attachment Retrieval

Because the attachments are preferably retrieved over
HTTP or HTTPS, and because the system may operate in
conjunction with a download manager, attachments can be
downloaded from multiple streams at once, greatly improv-
ing download speeds. This process is similar to the way that
existing download accelerators and managers speed up trans-
fer speeds.

If the attachments are being downloaded from the web
client interface 127, conventional download managers may
be configured to work with the eMail2 system. If the attach-
ments are being downloaded from the e-mail client 101, with
the aid of the eMail2 client plug-in 108, a proprietary down-
load manager may be integrated directly into the eMail2
client plug-in 108.

Bundled Reader (Attached Executable Code)

In some embodiments of the system, a user may notneed to
access the web client interface 127, download a client plug-in
108, or have the plug-in 108 installed in order to retrieve the
message. Message reading functionality can be offered by
means of a bundled reader, a reading applet or script attached
to the introductory message. The attached applet or script can
be initialized and used to display retrieved message data from
the service 110, independent of plug-ins 108 or web client
interfaces 127.
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Because messages are stored encrypted on the service 110,
and because the message access key in the introductory mes-
sage only gives the location of a rightfully owned e-mail
message, service-wide security will not be compromised.

The attached applet or script can be written in Java, or any
other programming or scripting language available.

10. EMAIL2 MESSAGE STORAGE

Server-Side Storage

eMail2 messages (which include the header, subject, mes-
sage body and attachments) are preferably stored in the
eMail2 data layer (FI1G. 1, 120) and may be encrypted using a
pair of encryption keys: the 256-bit eMail2 user key and a
128-bit random number (unique to a particular eMail2 ser-
vice). If the eMail2 message contains multiple public and
private parts, each public or private sub-message may be
encrypted and stored separately. Alternatively, the messages
may be encrypted by one, or neither of these encryption keys.

The eMail2 Interchangeable Cryptographic Engine (ICE)
(FIG. 26, 123), described further below, may be implemented
on the server side or client side for the secure storage of
messages.

An eMail2 message is preferably decrypted only if: (1) a
recipient retrieves the message; (2) the eMail2 service 110
performs security scanning checks on the message content; or
(3) an authorized third-party needs to retrieve the message.

Client-Side Storage

The eMail2 plug-in 108 may store each eMail2 message,
reply, and forward as separate entities encrypted in a special
folder. This folder may reside on the user’s local computer
storage (FIG. 2, 118) or an alternative location such as net-
worked storage. Encryption may optionally be performed by
the ICE (FIG. 26, 123) if it is implemented on a client side
level. In one embodiment, each stored message includes the
following information: [0368] 1. Unique eMail2 Message ID
[0369] 2. Parent Message ID—used to link messages within
the same thread together. This value is NULL if the message
is anew message. [0370] 3. Sender’s e-mail address [0371] 4.
Public message 1D [0372] 5. Private message ID(s) [0373] 6.
Public attachment reference(s) [0374] 7. Private attachment
reference(s)

In other embodiments, more or different information can
be stored with the eMail2 message.

Options regarding sent items in the sender’s inbox are
configurable by the service 110. Inthe preferred embodiment,
with respect to “sent” messages, only the introductory mes-
sage (containing the message key) is stored on the POP3
e-maill server. Sent messages can appear as regular messages
in the sender’s mail storage. When the sender re-opens a sent
message, the eMail2 plug-in 108 automatically fetches the
actual message content and metadata from the eMail2 service
110 and/or from the local client storage (FIG. 2, 118). This
content, and all of the replies, are displayed to the sender.
However, a service 110 may not allow senders to retrieve sent
messages from the introductory messages in the inbox.

11. INTERCHANGEABLE CRYPTOGRAPHIC
ENGINE (ICE)

The ICE (FIG. 26, 123) is an instance of a Cryptographic
Engine (FIG. 1,115). The ICE is a tool that allows developers,
services or cryptologists to design and/or implement new
cryptographic methods for use with eMail2. Such crypto-
graphic methods are preferably stored and accessed as eMail2
communication plug-ins (FIG. 26, 124) or “e2COMs”. The
ICE 123 preferably includes a default cryptographic method
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(e2COM 124) that is a robust security solution for the storage
of eMail2 messages. Depending on the preferences of the
users and administrators, multiple other cryptographic meth-
ods (e2COMs 124) may be implemented. These methods
include, but are not limited to, AES, DES, DSA, SHA1, MAC
TripleDES, MDS3, RC2, Rijndael, RSA, SHA256, SHA384,
SHAS12, etc. New cryptographic methods are implemented
in the form of eMail2 communication plug-ins 124.
€2COM Validation and Distribution

In some embodiments, services, service providers, users or
administrators may design and implement their own crypto-
graphic methods (each as an e2COM 124). To register the new
e2COM 124 for use with eMail2, the cryptographic method is
preferably validated by an authority. In one embodiment, this
authority is the same as the eMail2 certification authority
(FIG. 1, 112). In other embodiments, it may be an entirely
different entity. To register an encryption method with the
ICE (FIG. 26, 123), the e2COM 124 containing the crypto-
graphic method is preferably submitted to a validation author-
ity (such as the eMail2 certification authority (FIG. 1, 112)),
which validates, electronically signs and returns the file. Sub-
mission may occur by any method of information inter-
change, including http or fip transfer.

Once the new cryptographic method has been validated
and signed, it can be submitted to the ICE (FIG. 26,123) as an
e2COM 124, where it becomes registered and available for
use as a cryptographic method. FIG. 41 provides a sample
workflow:

Event A: A third party (FIG. 41, 143) has developed a new
encryption method. In order to enable use of this method in
conjunction with eMail2, the third party 143 must submit the
encryption method to the eMail2 certification authority 112.
For new encryption methods to be used as eMail2 ICE 123
encryption methods, they must be formatted as eMail2 com-
munication plug-ins or e2COMs 124. Once a developer has
released the encryption method as an e2COM 124, he or she
may initiate a validation process by submitting the e2COM
124 to the eMail2 certification authority 112.

Event B: Submission may be initiated by uploading the
e2COM 124 using a web based upload interface on a secure
website associated with the eMail2 certification authority
112. The submission process may also be initiated by an FTP
transfer, submission of a live link to the e2COM 124, submis-
sion via an eMail2 attachment, or any other method com-
monly associated with transferring files across a network.

Event C: Once the eMail2 certification authority 112 has
received a submitted e2COM 124, it verifies that the e2COM
is safe, virus free and generally ensures that the e2COM 124
is what it has been reported to be. This can be part of an
automated process, or part of a manual review. After this, the
eMail2 certification authority 112 digitally signs the specific
version of the e22COM 124 and returns it to the third party 143.
The digital signature is only valid for the unmodified,
returned version of the e2COM 124. Modifications will cause
the signature to become detectably invalid through known
cryptographic techniques.

Return ofthe e2COM 124 can take place via eMail2 attach-
ments, FTP transfer, or any other method commonly associ-
ated with transferring files across a network.

Event D: Third parties 143 may release signed e2COMs
124 on their websites, as packaged products, or bundled with
certain deployments of eMail2. When an e2COM 124 is
signed, it can be submitted to a local version (local to a service
110 orto aclient plug-in 108) of the eMail2 ICE 123. The ICE
123 checks the signature against the certification authority
112, and if it is valid, adds the e2COM 124 to its encryption
library.
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Subsequent to Event D, calls made to the eMail2 ICE API
(FIG. 26, 125) can reference the new e2COM (FIG. 41, 124)
and call the method for valid encryption. Preferably, if a third
party 143 chooses to upgrade or change the e2COM 124 in
any way, it must submit to the whole validation again.

If a sender or service, perhaps utilizing complete message
control, makes requirements upon the encryption methods to
be used by a sender or recipient to send, retrieve, store, reply
to or forward a message, and these requirements include
using a particular e2COM 124 that may not be present or
registered with the ICE 123 on a sender or recipient’s com-
puter 100, notification of these requirements may be trans-
mitted to the user’s eMail2 client plug-in 108 or web client
interface via an introductory message or any other method of
communication. The user’s eMail2 client plug-in 108 or web
client interface may then optionally ask the user for permis-
sionto install the e22COM and download and install the proper
e2COM 124 by contacting the relevant eMail2 service 110,
the certification authority 112, or any other provider of
e2COMs 124.

In this way, the body of encryption methods, expressed as
e2COMs 124, available to ICE 123 users is dynamically
expandable: Users and eMail2 services 110 may create their
own encryption methods, while the ICE and email2 systems,
working in conjunction, take care of making these encryption
methods available to other users and enforcing the security
requirements of the service or sender.

Optionally, the functionality of sender and recipients ICEs,
including acceptable or unacceptable e2COMs, may be con-
trolled by the eMail2 service 110. Within the constraints set
by the service, eMail2 senders may, using total message con-
trol as described below, control the functionality of the ser-
vice and recipients’ ICEs insofar as it pertains to the sender’s
message or conversation. Within the limits set by the service
and sender, recipients may control the functionality of their
ICE. This allows for, for example, an organization to define
the minimal and maximal levels of security for all eMail2
messages originating from or traversing their organization.

Thus, a single organization may create multiple Private
E-mail Networks (PENs) by creating multiple eMail2 ser-
vices, each with different security settings. A user may there-
after choose the level of security of a message they wish to
send by selecting the appropriate service.

Forinstance, a law firm may set up one secure email service
for communicating with clients, and another for communi-
cating with service providers. Each such service may be con-
figured to use a particular e2COM/encryption method, such
that one service provides stronger encryption than the other.
Other configuration options may be separately specified for
each service as well.

ICE Message Encryption and Decryption Workflow

The general workflow for the preferred embodiment of ICE
123 is described below. The reference numerals refer to those
numerals in FIG. 26. The events A through D refer to those
events in FIG. 26 and describe the order in which the events
occur.

Event A: The eMail2 client plug-in 108 (or eMail2 service
110) sends data to the ICE 123 to be encrypted, with instruc-
tions for encryption using a specific encryption method.

Event B: Inside the ICE 123, the list of available methods
is stored in a database 126, and if the desired method exists,
the ICE application programming interface 125 makes a call
to the appropriate eMail2 communication plug-in 124.

Event C: Using the appropriate eMail2 communication
plug-in 124, the ICE 123 encrypts the specified data with the
specified method.
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Event D: The encrypted data is returned to the eMail2
client plug-in 108 (or the eMail2 service 110).

An important feature of the ICE 123 is that it is not itself an
encryption solution for e-mail message storage. The ICE 123
uses a plug-in format in order to allow users or administrators
the flexibility to implement customized security solutions
created by third parties in tandem with the eMail2 system.

In some embodiments, the eMail2 ICE may be modified,
repackaged and resold by individual security providers, using
their proprietary security solutions as the default eMail2 com-
munication plug-in 124.

Seed

Preferably, embodiments include support for a custom
cryptographic “seed” to begin the encryption algorithm
through the ICE 123 interface, further increasing the security
levels possible with the ICE 123. A seed is a numerical value
that begins the mathematical encryption algorithm executed
by a computer. Even slightly different seeds can produce
wildly different encryption results, and without the seed,
decryption is virtually impossible. A human-defined seed, not
chosen according to any logical rules, further strengthens
encryption systems. For an unauthorized person to gain
access to the encrypted data, he or she would not only have to
break the encryption, he or she would also have to know the
specific seed that began the encryption algorithm.

12. EMAIL2 MESSAGE SECURITY AND
ENCRYPTION

eMail2 messages are preferably stored in the data layer
(FIG. 1, 120) with at least the following fields: TABLE-US-
00002 Message ID To CC BCC From Data 25664 terry@sys-
derek@sys-<encrypted national.com national.com mes-
sage>

Preferably, the body of the message is stored as an
encrypted XML file. Included in this encrypted file is the
message header information, containing header elements
such as recipients “To,” “CC,” “BCC,” “From,” “Subject,”
etc., and their corresponding values. The message header
information is also stored in individual “open” (unencrypted)
fields (shown above).

When the encrypted XML file from the “Data” field is
extracted and decrypted through the eMail2 administration
system, notification is sent to the user that someone has
accessed that specific message.

Typically, it is not necessary for administrative staff to
access and decrypt messages, but in extenuating circum-
stances, it may be unavoidable. This system is designed so
that users are aware of these third party decryptions as they
happen.

Verifying Header Validity

If it becomes necessary to validate the header content at
any point, this can be done by comparing the header data
stored in the encrypted XML file to the “open” fields in the
messages table.

Because the “open” header fields in the messages table are
generated from the same data as the header information in the
encrypted XML file, they should be the same. If they are not,
that is an indication that someone has tampered with the
header information stored in the database.

Because there is a copy of the header information stored in
encrypted form in the “Data” field, it is impossible for anyone
to alter the header data stored in the “open” fields without
detection.

Encrypted Data Integrity

In some embodiments, data is transferred from the user to
the service across a secure SSL “pipeline” (using the HT'TPS
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protocol). Preferably, as soon as the data reaches the service
(F1G.1, 110), the body and header content is encrypted using
the eMail2 service’s encryption system and specific algo-
rithm “seed.” The data is stored encrypted as long as is
needed. During this time, it is inaccessible to unauthorized
users.

The only way to access this encrypted data is to enter the
database directly, extract the encrypted database entry and
decrypt the XML file. This can be protected against by imple-
menting standard database protection methods. These
include, but are not limited to:

Physically securing the database servers

Requiring password authentication to access database

records

Limiting which administrator accounts can access data-

base records

E-maill Checksum Comparison

As an additional security option, services 110 may provide
e-maill checksum comparisons. Before the message is sent to
an eMail2 service 110, a message hash may be generated and
stored locally by the sender’s eMail2 client plug-in 108.
When an e-maill checksum comparison is necessary or
requested, another message hash is generated at the service
side and sent to all recipients of the eMail2 message as an
e-maill message. The sender’s eMail2 client plug-in 108 can
send the locally-stored message hash to the eMail2 message
recipients via an e-maill message. The eMail2 message
recipients can compare the checksum sent by the service to
the one sent via e-maill, and may compute their own message
hash based on datareceived from the service 110, to verify the
integrity of the eMail2 message.

Security Configurations

The eMail2 system described can be implemented with
several different levels of security. These will be described
now. For the purpose of this discussion, eMail2 data can exist
atthree different locations within the scope of the system: The
client local environment (namely, the user’s computer (FIG.
33, 100)), the transit channel 136 (or communications proto-
col), and the service environment 110.

Encryption can occur to various degrees at these three
locations. The system can be implemented using encryption
at any combination of these locations, including all of them
and none of them. [0423] Encryption at a client side 100 level
occurs via a local encryption system. [0424] Encryption dur-
ing transit 136 occurs via an SSL secured communications
channel, e.g. HT'TPS. [0425] Encryption at a service side 110
level occurs via a service side encryption system. [0426] The
encryption system at either the client side 100 or service side
110 can be the eMail2 ICE (FIG. 26, 123).

A matrix describing these security combinations can be
found below, referred to as Security Scenarios A through H:
TABLE-US-00003 Client Local Communications Service
Environment Channel Environment A Unencrypted Unen-
crypted Unencrypted B ENCRYPTED Unencrypted Unen-
crypted C Unencrypted ENCRYPTED Unencrypted D Unen-
crypted Unencrypted ENCRYPTED E ENCRYPTED
ENCRYPTED Unencrypted F Unencrypted ENCRYPTED
ENCRYPTED G ENCRYPTED Unencrypted ENCRYPTED
H ENCRYPTED ENCRYPTED ENCRYPTED

In scenarios such as G and H, when data is stored encrypted
at both endpoints (local (FIG. 33, 100) and service 110 envi-
ronment), it can further be specified whether the data is stored
encrypted using the same algorithm, or separate (decoupled)
algorithms. Additionally, senders and recipients are able to
use different encryption methods from each other for local
storage 100.
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Furthermore, in scenarios such as G and H, it can further be
specified that one encryption method may be implemented
over top of another encrypted method, effectively creating
“double encryption.” For example, in Scenario H, data could
be encrypted at a client side 100, transferred over a secure
SSL communications channel 136, and then encrypted again
at the service side 110.

An implementation of any of these combinations of
encryption can work collaboratively with existing e-mail
security solutions (such as PKI or PGP). Implementation of
one of the security scenarios A through H at one time does not
preclude eMail2 from being implemented with a different
security scenario at a different time. Additionally, eMail2
may be implemented with the option for services and users to
individually configure the security settings on a per-service,
per-user basis.

Supplemental Methods of Message Encryption

In some embodiments, in addition to all other security
measures available for the protection of eMail2 messages,
users may implement a supplemental password or passphrase
on a per-message basis to further protect message content.

It a user chooses to do so, he or she can add a password to
the message that is about to be sent. Encryption of the mes-
sage based upon this password takes place on the sender’s
machine (FIG. 33, 100) and preferably in the eMail2 client
plug-in (FIG. 1, 108). Thereafter, before the message can be
viewed by the recipient, it must be decrypted using the pass-
word supplied by the sender.

Preferably, the password is not communicated with the
eMail2 message and never enters the eMail2 system until
entered by the recipient. In preferred embodiments, it is up to
the sender to communicate the password to the recipient in an
alternative manner (for example, in a phone conversation or in
a face-to-face meeting).

It this security measure is enabled, the message preferably
cannot be decrypted by anyone, including the service 110 or
service administrators, without the sender’s password.

13. MESSAGE THREADING AND
PUBLIC/PRIVATE MESSAGING

Message Threading

One feature of some embodiments of eMail2 is the ability
to organize eMail2 messages as threads and to provide a
threaded display to the user. Messages are identified by their
unique message 1D. When a derivative message (such as a
reply or forward) is created from an original eMail2 message,
the derivative message preferably stores the original’s mes-
sage ID as its parent message 1D (see FIG. 20). This design
allows the eMail2 service (FIG. 1, 110) and eMail2 client
plug-in 108 to combine all replies to a message into a single
inbox entry. In the preferred embodiment, eMail2 messages
are stored in the eMail2 data layer with at least the following
fields: TABLE-US-00004 Message 1D Parent Message 1D
[E1A] Public Message . . . Message ID Parent Message 1D
[E1A] Public Message . . . Message ID Parent Message 1D
[E1A] Public Message . . . Message ID Parent Message
ID....

eMail2 can use preorder, in-order, postorder, or level-order
algorithms to traverse the “m-way” search tree depicted in
FIG. 20 to find all of the messages in a particular thread.

Message aggregation occurs with the help of unique Mes-
sage IDs and Parent Message 1Ds. When the user loads an
e-mail client with the eMail2 client plug-in 108 installed, the
plug-in recognizes all related eMail2 messages (originals,
replies, forwards, public/private messages) and displays them
in the e-mail client interface as a single inbox entry. The client
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plug-in can only perform this action if the related messages
contain the embedded Message IDs and Parent Message IDs
that the eMail2 client plug-in enables.

“Related messages” are still treated by the client plug-in
108 (and by the e-mail client 101) as independent messages,
but because of the Message ID system and the eMail2 client
plug-in, it is possible for the e-mail client to display them in a
single logical e-mail window and inbox entry. The actual
multiplicity of the single inbox entry is rendered invisible to
the user through a transparent aggregation process.

If, at some point, the user uninstalls the eMail2 client
plug-in 108, message threading functionality is lost. How-
ever, during the uninstall process, the user is prompted to
convert all retrieved eMail2 messages into regular e-maill
messages. If the user agrees to this, all of the thread items in
a single eMail2 conversation will be displayed as indepen-
dent, separate items in the user’s e-mail client inbox, as in
traditional displays of e-mail messages, replies and forwards.

Implementation

The conversation threading feature can be implemented in
the eMail2 system in various ways. In one embodiment, there
are two methods for the conversation threading: chronologi-
cal or logical.

The chronological threading method aggregates all mes-
sages in a thread into a single inbox entry. The ordering and
organization of these messages rely on date and time for
readability.

The logical threading method aggregates all messages in a
thread into a single inbox entry based on a logical conversa-
tion. The logical threading method may create multiple inbox
entries if a single inbox entry is not logically readable.

Conversation Example (FIG. 35)

Provided in FIG. 35 is an example of a conversational
structure. The messages and participants named in the figure
will be used to further explain the threading methods dis-
closed further infra.

1. Person X originates a message to recipients PersonY and
Person Z.

2. PersonY replies to the original message sent by Person
X.

3. Person Z replies to the original message sent by Person
X.

4. Person X replies to the reply sent by Person Y.

5. Person'Y replies to the reply sent by Person X.

6. Person Z replies to the reply sent by Person X.

7. Person X replies to the earlier reply by Z (number 3).

Threading Method 1: Chronological Threading (FIG. 36)

Interface window 200 is a standard e-mail reading inter-
face. Itis supplemented by tabs 202,203 and 204. The reading
interface is for Message 1, composed by Person X. This is the
originating message in the conversation. In this example,
Person X is reviewing the conversation, which has now grown
to encompass all of the message transactions explained in
FIG. 35.

The entire conversation (described in FIG. 35) may be
displayed in the single reading interface window 200. Addi-
tionally, when viewing the inbox, the entire conversation may
be displayed to the user as a single entry in the inbox.

Left clicking any of the tabs 202, 203 or 204 switches the
message body window 201 to that particular thread. The
messages are displayed one after another, with the newest
message at the top, together with respective date/time stamps.
For tab 202 (“All”), all messages in the conversation are
displayed in chronological order (the order in which they
were sent or received). For tab 203 (“Y”), only messages sent
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by PersonY are displayed in chronological order. For tab 204
(“Z”), only messages sent by Person Z are displayed in chro-
nological order.

Right clicking any of the tabs 202, 203 or 204 displays the
bookmark manager (elements 205, 206 or 207). The book-
mark manager can be used to jump directly to a particular
item in a conversation. For example, right clicking the “All”
tab 202 and then selecting the entry for Message 4 in book-
mark manager 205 would switch the view in message body
201 to the “All” thread and jump directly to Message 4.

Although all of the post-origination e-mail messages in this
example are the result of a “reply” transaction, e-mail mes-
sages resulting from “forward” transactions may also be
included in the threads, such as where the originator (Person
X) is copied on the forwarded e-mail message.

Threading Method 2: Logical Threading (FIG. 37a and
FIG. 37b)

FIGS. 37A and 37B illustrate another method, referred to
as logical threading, that may be used to aggregate and dis-
play the e-mail messages of the conversation. In this example,
the entire conversation of FIG. 35 is divided into two sub-
conversations (FIGS. 37A and 37B) for purposes of display to
Person X, the originator of the conversation. Sub-conversa-
tion 1 (FIG. 37A) consists of messages 1, 3 and 7. Sub-
conversation 2 (FIG. 37B) consists of messages 1, 2, 4, 5, and
6. Each sub-conversation corresponds to one of the major
branches in the tree shown in FIG. 35. Displaying the sub-
conversations in this manner, as opposed to displaying the
entire conversation chronologically, reduces the likelihood
that Person X will lose the “train of thought” associated with
each sub-conversation. Two separate inbox entries (one for
each sub-conversation) are preferably presented to Person X
for accessing these sub-conversations.

The sub-conversations are identified programmatically by,
e.g., effectively traversing the tree structure shown in FIG. 35.
For example, a separate sub-conversation may be generated
for each reply to the original e-mail message, or for each
branch emanating from the original (parent) e-mail message.
Branches that include less than some threshold number of
e-mail messages/transactions (e.g., three) may be excluded,
or may be grouped with other branches to form sub-conver-
sations.

As with the threaded display method of FIG. 36, the read-
ing interface windows 200 of FIGS. 37A and 37B include a
set of tabs 202, 203 and 204 for switching between all mes-
sages of the sub-conversation, those from PersonY, and those
from Person Z. Under each such tab, the messages are again
displayed chronologically, with the most recent message dis-
played at the top.

Threaded Reading Window

In all drawings, the reading interface window 200 can be
viewed as analogous to FIG. 38. FIG. 38 is a possible repre-
sentation of the tabbed reading interface window 200, though
other representations can still exist without departing from
the scope of the invention.

The task of generating the threaded displays as shown in
FIGS. 36-38 is preferable performed by the eMail2 client
plug-in 108 or the web client interface 127, but may alterna-
tively be performed in-whole or in-part by the eMail2 service.

Alternative Embodiments

It should be recognized that these are simply two embodi-
ments of the threaded display feature. The message threading
functionality of eMail2 can be implemented in alternative
embodiments without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion. As one example, in the case of logical threading, a
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separate tab may be provided for viewing each sub-conver-
sation. Further, it will be recognized that the threaded display
features of the invention can be practiced with other e-mail
systems, including those that do not provide any form of
encryption or security.

Public/Private Messaging

eMail2 supports public and private messaging within the
context of a single e-mail window. For every recipient entered
into the “TO:” (FIG. 8, 150), “CC:” 151, or “BCC:” 152
fields, a tab 154 can be added to the composition window of
a standard e-mail client, either by default or by the request of
the user. The user can command to the eMail2 client plug-in
108 that a tab be added for a specific user by a menu item
selection, a button click, a drag and drop action, or any other
usual method of supplying computers commands. A tab for
“All” is also shown 153. Users have the option to enter text
under a tab that is viewable only by the intended recipient, but
the composition of both public and private messages prefer-
ably take place within the context of a single e-mail window.

When a message is retrieved by a recipient, he or she
preferably sees the public message, as well as any private
messages, in the same tabbed interface. See FIGS. 8,9 and 10
for examples of the tabbed interface.

Ifa user drags one tab onto another, a new tab is created for
a specific “group.” For example, if a user drags the tab for
Recipient A onto the tab for Recipient B, a new tab is created
for “Recipient A and B.”” See FIG. 8.

From a user’s perspective, preferably it appears that por-
tions of a single e-mail are visible only to specific recipients.
From the design perspective, the text entered under private
tabs is treated as separate e-mail messages. The eMail2 client
plug-in 108 aggregates these separate messages and displays
them in the tabbed interface 154, for both the sender and the
recipient. The recipient is only able to retrieve the message
portions that he or she has permissions to (e.g. User A
retrieves messages for “All” and “User A,” but is unable to
retrieve messages for User B). The retrieval of separate mes-
sages, permissions, and tabbed display is transparent to the
user. It appears to the user that he or she is simply retrieving
one message with multiple tabs.

In some embodiments, both sender and recipients are able
to use the “Bookmark Manager” to quickly jump to specific
parts of the conversation. The Bookmark Manager is a feature
of'the system that allows for easy viewing of the messages in
a conversation. Selecting name in one of the tabs displays the
Bookmark Manager. With the Bookmark Manager, finding
specific replies is simply a case of selecting the corresponding
entry from the list in the dropdown menu (which displays the
sender, date and time) and then having the client Ul jump
immediately to thatlocation in the e-mail conversation, which
has been conveniently aggregated. See FIG. 19 for an
example of the Bookmark Manager.

The creation and sending process for sending private and
public messages is the same as that for normal messages,
except that separate messages may be entered in separate
tabs.

14. EMAIL2 MESSAGE FORWARDING AND
REPLYING (FIG. 21)

The process flows for forwarding and replying are prefer-
ably similar to the flows previously described for new mes-
sage sending and retrieval. FIG. 21 illustrates a typical work-
flow for this process.

Forwards

In the preferred embodiment, when an eMail2 message is
forwarded, only the introductory message is sent to the new
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recipient. This introductory message preferably contains the
same message key as the original message. As in the normal
eMail2 retrieval process, this introductory message then gets
converted to an access message by the recipient’s eMail2
client plug-in (FIG. 1, 108).

The access message presented to the new recipients pref-
erably shows both the sender and recipients of the original
message and the sender and recipients of the forwarded mes-
sage.

Replies

In the preferred embodiment, when a reply is sent to an
eMail2 service, only the reply (new content) is transferred to
the service. The original message does not need to be trans-
ferred because it already exists on the eMail2 service, and
because the reply message contains the original message’s
Message ID as its Parent Message ID. When the sender of the
original e-mail views a reply message, the sender’s client
plug-in 108 retrieves the original message from the eMail2
service, or alternatively, retrieves this message from its local
storage. In either case, the eMail2 client plug-in aggregates
the original message, the reply message, and any other related
messages (e.g., other replies) for display in the active e-mail
window of the e-mail client, such that all of these messages
are displayed as part of the same logical e-mail message. (See
FIGS. 36, 37a,37b and 38) The task of combining the related
messages for display could alternatively be performed by the
eMail2 service (FIG. 1, 110). Because the related messages
preferably share a common parent ID, aggregating the related
messages does not require or involve any analysis of message
content to identify related messages.

In some embodiments, when a user drafts a reply within his
or her e-mail client, the original message content can be
locked, hidden, or made un-editable. If the original message
content is editable and the sender makes changes to the origi-
nal message, it is considered to be part of the reply and is
transmitted as “new content.”

When replies are retrieved and displayed in a user’s e-mail
client 101, each tab (for each private and public sub-message)
displays the sender’s name in bold text and the number of
replies from that sender (illustrated in FIG. 19). Users may
click on a tab to access the sender’s reply. In one embodiment,
clicking on the tab twice will launch a “bookmark manager.”
This manager displays bookmarks to all of the different
replies from the same sender for each private message, and
from all senders for the message to all.

Once a reply is read, the recipient can delete the message
thread or place it in an e-mail folder. In some embodiments, if
the message thread is deleted and additional replies are
received later, the message thread becomes “active” again and
reappears in the user’s inbox. If the message was placed in a
specific e-mail folder, the message remains in that folder but
becomes active again (for example, highlighted as an
“unread” message).

Blocking Forwards and Replies

In some embodiments of the system, forwarding and reply-
ing may be blocked by disabling the copy/paste functionality
of'the e-mail reading window. When a user attempts to copy
text from a message that is protected under a “do not forward”
or “do not reply” policy, the user will be unable to select the
text, and a warning message may be displayed.

Blocking the user from selecting text may, for example, be
achieved by implementing a custom form (window) to
replace the e-mail client’s 100 native reading window
entirely.

Blocking the user from selecting text may also be achieved
by displaying the message in a format that doesn’t allow for
text selection, e.g. PDF, GIF, or JPEG.
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Forcing eMail2 on Reply/Forward

In the preferred embodiment, forwards of and replies to an
eMail2 are automatically sent as eMail2 messages. Prefer-
ably, there is a service-level option regarding whether or not
this policy is enforced.

If enforced, users are not able to reply to an eMail2 mes-
sage with an e-maill message, nor are they able to forward an
eMail2 message as an e-maill message. This can be achieved
by, for example, having the ‘eMail2’ checkbox in the editing
toolbar selected and disabled (FIG. 27C, 902), and having
attempts to uncheck the box result in a message informing the
user to the effect that “This conversation is eMail2 only.
E-maill messages are not allowed.”

If this policy is not enforced by the service, un-checking
the ‘eMail2’ checkbox 902 will alert the user that he or she is
about to reply/forward using e-maill, and, therefore, all secu-
rity and feature upgrades for the conversation will be lost. If
the user confirms, the message will become an e-maill mes-
sage and sent using emaill protocols and processes.

15. EMAIL2 MESSAGE CONTROL AND
TERMINATION (FIG. 22)

Some embodiments of the eMail2 system allow for com-
plete message control. Because eMail2 messages are prefer-
ably stored only on the eMail2 service (FIG. 1, 110) that the
sender selects, the sender can exert total control over the
message until it is locally stored on the recipient’s computer.
This contrasts with the existing e-maill systems, where total
message control generally is not possible due to a store-and-
forward message management system which results in mul-
tiple copies of the message existing in various locations.

An example of message control is the optional termination
feature ofthe eMail2 system. Since an eMail2 message is sent
to an eMail2 service (FIG. 1, 110) rather than directly to the
recipient, in some embodiments senders may have the ability
to “terminate” the message/conversation and thus forbid
recipients from further retrieving, replying to, or forwarding
the message. There are at least two types of termination: soft
termination and hard termination. When a message under-
goes soft termination, recipients, including forwardees, that
have already retrieved, replied or forwarded the terminated
message are still able to view its contents and to re-retrieve it,
but all further actions are blocked. When a message under-
goes hard termination, all future actions, including re-re-
trieval, are blocked. Preferably, administrators and other
authorized 3.sup.rd parties other than the sender are able to
effect a termination. Both forms of termination apply to all
eMail2 e-mail messages (e.g., replies, replies to replies, for-
wards, etc.) that are part of the conversation emanating from
the terminated message.

Another example of complete message control, namely
control of forwarding permissions, is described below. Of
course, listing all complete message control options contem-
plated is not possible or practicable. In general, complete
message control includes any functionality for placing con-
ditions orrestrictions on the receipt or redistribution of e-mail
messages, at a time prior, contemporaneous with, or subse-
quent to sending. These include message termination, mes-
sage forwarding controls, including the option for required
recipients on forwards, message voting, virus scanning, or
metadata requirements, limits on the number of recipients,
time delays before the message may be retrieved, time- or
recipient-based message expirations, limitations on local
storage, requirements on the level of security at the recipient
client machine 100, including recipient authentication for
retrieval or redistribution, and so forth.
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In some embodiments, if a user forwards a message, he or
she can terminate the thread which begins with his or her
forward, leaving the rest of the conversation active. Further,
preferably, any message control functionality available to an
original message is also available to a forward or reply mes-
sage and a public or private sub-messages. Such functionality
is possible due to the tree-like structure of Message and
Parent IDs of public and private messages, forwards, and
replies.

Message Termination Worktlow

FIG. 22 illustrates one example of a process flow that may
be used for hard- or soft-terminating an eMail2 message.

1. Sender opens the “sent” message in his or her e-mail
client, which links to the eMail2 message stored on the
eMail2 service 110.

2. Sender selects the “Termination” command.

3. The eMail2 client plug-in 108 sends a termination
request to the eMail2 service 110 with the following infor-
mation: (a) eMail2 message key; (b) Sender’s e-mail address.

4. The eMail2 service 110 receives this request and (a)
validates the message key and the e-mail address; and (b)
changes a field in the data layer 120 to indicate that the eMail2
message has been hard- or soft-terminated. If the conversa-
tion has been terminated, the eMail2 system traverses the tree
structure of an e-mail thread, collecting the message IDs of all
child messages associated with the terminated conversation.
This is possible because of the relational parent message IDs
that are a part of every eMail2 message belonging to a con-
versation.

5. The sender’s eMail2 plug-in 108 receives a confirmation
of'the eMail2 message’s terminated state. This message may
also indicate whether any recipients have already retrieved
the message, and may identify these recipients.

6. Once terminated, further operations are limited (reply-
ing, forwarding, etc. are disallowed) for this message. If the
message has been soft terminated, recipients may still retrieve
the message. If the message is hard terminated, recipients
may not retrieve the message. Preferably, recipient attempts
at forbidden actions cause a warning message to be displayed
or sent to the sender or administrators.

Message Forwarding Control

As another example of message control short of termina-
tion, the process for controlling forwarding permissions will
be described. In some embodiments of the eMail2 system,
senders are able to enforce a policy which will require all
recipients to request permission before forwarding a message
to a recipient not originally included in the distribution list.
When a sender has set this policy, a recipient may attempt to
forward a message in the usual manner, but will instead be
met with a dialog informing him or her of the policy. He or she
can then choose to “request permission” from the sender.

“Permission” can be obtained in several ways, including
sending an eMail2 notification to the sender, from the service
or sender, informing him or her that there are permission
requests pending. The sender may then access the web client
interface 127 and accept or reject the permission request. The
requesting recipient may then be informed of the decision via
an eMail2 message.

The actual process of forwarding may take place in at least
two ways: The user may be prevented from forwarding the
message at all until the permission has been granted, or, the
user may be allowed to forward the message, but the recipient
cannot retrieve it until permission has been granted. Either
method produces the same overall effect.

Optionally, a whitelist/blacklist system could be inte-
grated. The sender could set up a whitelist and/or a blacklist
before sending the original message. When a recipient
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attempts to forward the message, before notifying the sender
of the permission request, the eMail2 system checks the
request against the whitelist and blacklist. If the forward
address is on the whitelist, permission is automatically
granted. If the forward address is on the blacklist, permission
is automatically denied.

As described above, total message control preferably
includes the ability to control the functionality of senders,
‘recipients,” and services’ ICEs (FIG. 26, 123).

16. EMAIL2 DELIVERY SLIP (FIG. 28)

The eMail2 delivery slip is displayed in a possible embodi-
ment in FIG. 28. The elements in FI1G. 28 are customizable by
service (FIG. 1, 110) and users, preferably displayed through
a secure web browser connection. The webpage itself is
hosted by the specific service 110 that is being used.

The eMail2 delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806) is an aspect of the
web client interface (FIG. 1, 127), used primarily to display
eMail2 metadata in a dynamic fashion. However, the delivery
slip is also integral to the message option system described
further infra.

In FIG. 28, element 800 “Service Details” displays details
about the specific service that is being used for the message
that the delivery slip is displaying metadata for. This includes
the service name, as well as any accounts that a user has onthe
service. Accounts can be denoted by e-maill addresses, or
any other unique identifying information.

Element 801 “Mailbox” displays all of the messages that a
specific user has on the specified services. The messages are
displayed as message entries containing at least the following
metadata fields per message: date, subject, from, status.
Selecting a message with the mouse refreshes the information
below the mailbox to pertain to the selected message.

Element 802 “Message Details” displays various metadata
pertaining to a specific message. The message details can
include (but are not limited to): the date that the message was
sent, the subject line of the message, the message ID assigned
by the service, the status of the message, the format that the
message is in, the number of characters in the message, and
details about attachments. If the sender has recorded an
eMail2 Voice or Video message, it is displayed in the message
details.

Element 803 “Message Tracking” displays metadata per-
taining to the tracking of a specific message. The following
metadata fields may be displayed:

Access Messages: Status of access message retrieval (e.g.
“2/3 Access Messages retrieved”)

Retrieved: Status of message retrieval (e.g. “1/3 Messages
retrieved”)

Rejected: Status of message rejection (e.g. “0/3 Messages
rejected”)

Replied: Status of message replies (e.g. “1/3 Messages
replied”)

Forwarded: Status of message forwards (e.g. “0/3 Mes-
sages forwarded”)

Blocked: Status of message blocking (e.g. “1/3 Messages
blocked™)

If any of these fields contain a value greater than 0, the
e-mail addresses associated with the data can optionally be
displayed (e.g. “1/3 Messages retrieved:
joe@e2service.com”). These tracking fields are meant to be
illustrative.

Element 804 “Options and Policies” exists in three forms,
depending on the context. If the delivery slip is being viewed
after the message has been sent, the options and policies
element displays the settings that have been chosen by the
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sender. [f the delivery slip is being viewed in its pre-send state
(before the message has been sent by the sender), the sender
is allowed to modify all of the options and policies. If the
delivery slip is being viewed by the sender after a message has
been sent, options and policies may be changed. For example,
if the sender accesses a delivery slip for a message that he or
she sent last week with a “no-reply” stipulation, he or she may
change that policy and allow replies from that point on.
Options and policies may include (but are not limited to):
whether or not the message can be forwarded, whether or not
the message allows replies, whether or not the message has an
expiry time (and what the time is) and whether or not ratings
and surveys are enabled for the message.

Element 805 “Virus Probability” displays various types of
virus metadata, including scans that occur on the sender’s
local machine, the server’s local environment, through an
external virus scan API, etc. The delivery slip can optionally
aggregate the scan results and display them as a probability
value (i.e. the probability that a message contains a virus, or
an attachment is infected). Alternatively, the exact results of
all scans can be displayed.

Elements 800-805 are intended to be illustrative, not
definitive. Sections on the delivery slip are highly customiz-
able, and the sections themselves, as well as the information
that they contain, can be defined on a per service (or even a
per-user) basis. An eMail2 delivery slip can display more or
less information than is illustrated in FIG. 28.

17. EMAIL2 TOOLBARS (FIGS. 27A, B, & C)

In one embodiment, the eMail2 system functions on the
client side through the aid of three custom toolbars added to a
user’s e-mail client. The toolbars described below are specifi-
cally implemented through MS Outlook, but may be imple-
mented through different e-mail clients. Sample eMail2 tool-
bar schematics are provided in FIGS. 27A, B, and C.

Main Toolbar (FIG. 27A)

This toolbar is visible from the main window of the e-mail
client. Each of the buttons and menu options fulfill specific
functions:

1. Pressing the logo button 900 opens a browser window
pointed to the product website.

2. Dropdown menu 901 allows access to menu items,
including the following:

Menu item “New eMail2 Message” allows the user to

create a new eMail2 message.

Menu item “My eMail2 Accounts™ displays a list of all the
user’s relationships with different eMail2 accounts.
There is alist entry for every e-mail address/server com-
bination. For instance, if a user has two e-mail addresses
registered and activated with two services each, the list
would have four entries.

Menu item “Preferences” allows access to the eMail2 cli-
ent side options (“Incoming Messages™ for example).

Menu item “About” displays version and company infor-
mation for the specific instance of the eMail2 client
plug-in installed.

3.Icon 916 “Help” opens a browser window pointed to the
help section of the product website.

Reading Toolbar (FIG. 275)

This toolbaris visible whenever a user is reading an eMail2
message.

1. Pressing the logo button 900 opens a browser window
pointed to the product website.

2. Dropdown menu 901 allows access to menu items.
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3. Dropdown menu 906 allows access to specific com-
mands that are executed within the context of reading an
e-mail message. These include the following:

Menu item “Retrieve” allows the user to retrieve an access
message (if the selected message is an eMail2 introductory
message), or to retrieve an eMail2 message (if the selected
message is an eMail2 access message).

Menu item “Update” refreshes (or re-retrieves) the content of
an eMail2 access message.

Menu item “Reject” blocks the message and removes the user
from the message’s distribution list. It is possible to do undo
a rejection, but embodiments may preferably choose not to
allow revocations of rejections.

Menu item “Block Conversation” prevents a user from get-
ting any further messages from the selected conversation. At
a later date, a user may still un-block the conversation and
retrieve everything that he or she may have missed.

Menu item “Block Sender” blocks all future messages from
the sender of the selected message. Can be un-blocked later.
[0550] Menu item “Block Service” blocks all future message
from the service that the selected message is associated with.
Can be un-blocked later.

Menu item “Ignore” flags the message as ignored, so until the
flag is removed, actions (for example, “retrieve all mes-
sages”) will not affect it.

Menu item “Manage Service” allows the user to set prefer-
ences or options specific to the service. It may also allow for
active registration.

Menuitem “Tell me more. .. opens a browser that is pointed
to the service’s homepage.

4. Icon 907 “Security” denotes that this message was sent
using a secure eMail2 service.

5.1con 908 “Certification Level” denotes whether a service
is certified, uncertified or trusted. The icon is a standard
green/yellow/red light traffic light. A green light means that
the user has explicitly chosen to trust the service. A yellow
light means that the service has been certified by the eMail2
certification authority. A red light means that the service has
not been certified by the eMail2 certification authority, nor is
it explicitly trusted by the user.

6. Icon 909 “Sender” denotes whether the message’s
sender is trusted, not trusted or unknown. A checkmark
denotes explicitly trusted senders, an ‘X’ denotes not trusted
senders, and a question mark (?) denotes unknown senders.

7. Extension area 910 is for metadata extensions, e.g. rat-
ings and surveys. This section is dependant on the service that
the message uses.

8. Icon 916 “Help” opens a browser window pointed to the
help section of the product website.

9.Icon 922 “Tracking” opens a browser window pointed to
the Delivery Slip for the specific message. Optionally, other
icons may be included (e.g. “Message Details™) that open a
browser window pointed towards different aspects of the
Delivery Slip.

Editing Toolbar (FIG. 27¢)

The editing toolbar is visible whenever a user is composing
a new eMail2 message.

1. Pressing the logo button 900 opens a browser window
pointed to the product website.

2. Checkbox 902 allows the user to spontaneously decide
whether or not the message is an eMail2 message. Checking
the box enables eMail2 functionality. Un-checking the box
disables eMail2 functionality.

3. Dropdown menu 901 allows access to menu items.

4. Dropdown menu 906 allows access to a list of services
that the user can choose to send this eMail2 message with.
The current service is displayed on the eMail2 editing toolbar.
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5. Icon 907 “Security” denotes that this message will be
sent using a secure eMail2 service.

6. Icon 908 “Certification Level” denotes whether a service
is certified, uncertified or trusted. The icon is a standard
green/yellow/red light traffic light. A green light means that
the user has explicitly chosen to trust the service. A yellow
light means that the service has been certified by the eMail2
certification authority. A red light means that the service has
not been certified by the eMail2 certification authority, nor is
it explicitly trusted by the user.

7. Button 915 “Policies and Options” allows a sender to set
certain options and policies for the message that he or she is
composing. This includes whether or not people can directly
reply, whether tracking is enabled, and limitless other mes-
sage options and policies.

8. Icon 916 “Help” opens a browser window pointed to the
help section of the product website.

The menu items and icons listed above, for all toolbars, are
meant to be illustrative but not definitive. It should be recog-
nized that options, icons and menus may be added and
removed from the eMail2 toolbars without leaving the scope
of the invention, and that toolbars may be omitted entirely in
some embodiments. Additionally, certain services 110 will
have different options available, and the eMail2 toolbars will
reflect this by displaying the options for a specific service
110, whether this entails displaying more options or less.

18. EMAIL2 METADATA EXTENSIONS

In the eMail2 system, ‘metadata’ refers to any storable
information that is associated with an eMail2 message. Meta-
data is typically displayed to the user through the delivery slip
(FI1G. 30, 806) (part of the web client interface (FIG. 1, 127)),
introductory message and access message, but other ways of
displaying metadata are possible.

With the eMail2 system, the metadata collected and dis-
played to the users, administrators, and third parties is com-
pletely customizable. It is possible for eMail2 metadata to be
virtually any information that a company, organization or
individual would like to collect. A specific list of some current
metadata can be found below.

Service Details: Service
(e2SGUID), and Service URL

Conversation Details: Date started, Conversation origina-
tor, Members to date, Policies enforced, Service ownership.

Message Details: Date, Sender, Recipient(s), Subject,
Message 1D, Summary, Status, Message Format, Character
count, Attachments, Message body.

Tracking metadata: (a) Whether recipients have retrieved
the access message, (and if so, the e-mail address of the
recipients who have done so0); (b) Whether recipients have
retrieved/rejected/ignored the eMail2 message, (and if so, the
e-mail address of the recipients who have done so); (c)
Whether recipients have replied or forwarded the eMail2
message, (and if so, the e-mail address of the recipients who
have done so).

Options and Policies metadata: Whether replying is
enabled; Whether forwarding is enabled; Whether ratings are
enabled; Virus metadata; Infection data regarding messages;
Infection data regarding attachments.

In some embodiments, in order to make full use of the
metadata extensibility, metadata extension modules can be
developed by third parties. An example for a possible meta-
data extension module is disclosed below.

Incident Management

In large organizations, where incidents are reported and
archived in a database system, an “Incident Management”

Name, Service GUID
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metadata extension module could be developed or existing
ones could be extended to work with eMail2. This module
would allow employees to file incident reports electronically
and securely. A workflow for such a module is described
below.

Metadata Extension Module Workflow (FIG. 31 and FIG.
32)

Event A: An employee is involved in an incident that is
normally reported to specific parties and filed in an electronic
“incident database” (external database 134).

Event B: The employee composes an e-mail message to a
distribution list or alias (e.g. incident-reportgsys-national.
com) using his or her e-mail client 101 and the eMail2 client
plug-in 108.

Event C: Upon clicking the send button, the employee is
informed that certain metadata fields are incomplete. A secure
browser window 130 is opened and the user is taken to a
pre-send state of the delivery slip where a custom metadata
extension module 131 is awaiting completion (FIG. 31). Cus-
tom fields, such as “Time of incident:”, “Location of inci-
dent”, “Employees involved”, etc. must be completed before
the user is able to send the message.

Event D: Once the metadata extension module is filled-out,
the user sends his or her message. The standard message
metadata is sent to the eMail2 service 110 and the data col-
lected in the metadata extension module 131 is sent to the
third party metadata extension module application 132. Alter-
natively, all data is sent and stored at the eMail2 service 110.

Event E: The proper parties all receive the eMail2 message
informing them of the incident. Using the existing multi-
threading functionality of the eMail2 system, private mes-
sages may be sent to various concerned parties. For example,
the information received by the manager, compliance depart-
ment and human resources management may differ in amount
and depth. On the delivery slip for each message, recipients
can view the completed incident report, filed by the sender. If
private sub-messaging occurs, it is possible that only certain
pieces of information are visible to certain recipients. Follow-
ing this, the recipients can take the proper action for whatever
the incident might have been.

At the same time, the organization’s incident management
database (external database 134) interfaces with the metadata
extension module application 132, using an eMail2 API 133.
The pertinent metadata is exported from the metadata exten-
sion module application 132 and integrated into the existing
organization incident database 134.

This system could alternatively be implemented so that the
metadata extension module application communicates
through the eMail2 service 110 and not independently of it.

Metadata Export

In embodiments that allow metadata export, data is prefer-
ably transferred securely between an external database 134
and the eMail2 service 110/metadata extension module appli-
cation 132. These transfers preferably occur over an SSL
connection, but may make use of any channel-securing tech-
nology available.

The eMail2 Application Programming Interface (API) 133
allows the two storage objects to interface with each other.
The external database 134 gives the API 133 instructions
requesting the information from certain fields, in a certain
format. The eMail2 service 110/metadata extension module
application 132 receive these requests and send the specified
data, formatted correctly, to the external database 134.

In other words, the eMail2 API 133 acts as a translator or
mediator, allowing the two otherwise incompatible storage
objects to exchange data.
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Displaying External Data with the eMail2 API

The eMail2 API 133 can also be used to display data stored
in an external database 134 as a module 131 on the eMail2
delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806). In this case, typically the process
follows a similar workflow to the one above, but in reverse:
(1) The metadata extension module application (FIG. 32,
132) sends a request to the external database 134 (through the
eMail2 API 133), asking for the data from specific fields in a
specific format. (2) The external database 134 receives the
request and sends the data securely to the metadata extension
module application 132. (3) The metadata extension module
application 132 displays the data as a module 131 on the
eMail2 delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806).

In this case, the eMail2 API (FIG. 32, 133) is still acting
like a translator or mediator, allowing the two otherwise
incompatible storage objects to exchange data.

eMail2 Metadata, XML and the eMail2 API

Metadata extension modules 131 are typically displayed to
the user through the web based delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806),
which is part of the eMail2 web client interface (F1G. 1, 127).
The delivery slip preferably formats and defines metadata
using XML, a standard extensible markup language. XML
code is raw text, and interpreted by the web browser 130 to
display the metadata in the desired manner on the delivery
slip (FIG. 30, 806).

Interfacing between different external database systems
(FI1G. 32, 134) and the delivery slip XML is performed by the
eMail2 APT 133.

Other Uses

The extensible model for metadata extension modules 131
allows forthe collection, integration and display of nearly any
type of data. Metadata extension modules 131 could be devel-
oped for the following areas:

Customer Service—Collecting client information and dis-
playing it to the appropriate customer service representative.

Technical Support—Collecting system and problem infor-
mation and displaying it to the appropriate support worker.

Contract Management—Collecting and displaying infor-
mation regarding projects, deadlines and agreements.

Medical Companies—Collecting patient information and
displaying it to doctors and nurses.

Retail Industry—Displaying popular items and purchasing
trends.

Any area that deals with (or could be benefited by) records
keeping and/or database management.

E-mail Management

Because of the extractable metadata stored with every
eMail2 message, precise and intelligent routing of eMail2
messages is possible. For example, for a large technical sup-
port firm, metadata regarding the type of problem clients have
may be collected. The eMail2 system can extract this infor-
mation and route the eMail2 message to the appropriate sup-
port department.

eMail2 relies on unique Message IDs as well as service
definable and customizable metadata fields, which ensures
that the messages are routed correctly, regardless of the sub-
ject line.

19. EVENT AND TRANSACTION-BASED
TRACKING (WORKFLOW ENABLEMENT)

The client (eMail2 client plug-in (FIG. 1, 108)) and server
(eMail2 service 110) components of the eMail2 system work
in tandem to track various attributes of an eMail2 message
throughout its lifecycle and propagate that data to interested
parties (such as the sender and recipients). This feature is
termed “workflow enablement.”
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The eMail2 system can track both event-based and trans-
action-based data. For example, event-based data includes
virus scanning results and user ratings. Transaction-based
data includes the time a message was sent, and the number of
recipients that have retrieved it.

The eMail2 service 110 records, on a per message basis, all
communications and transactions with eMail2 client plug-in
108. In addition, the eMail2 client plug-in 108 actively moni-
tors the e-mail client 101 for any “trackable” client-side
actions and automatically relays that information to the
eMail2 service 110 for storage.

From the user’s perspective, this feature may be mani-
fested through a workflow toolbar (FIGS. 27A, 27B and 27C)
that appears in the e-mail client. Alternatively, these options
may be directly integrated into the menu structure of an
e-mail client 101.

As shown in FIGS. 27A, 27B and 27C, the workflow tool-
bar may allow the user to retrieve a message, view various
attributes such as message ratings, and update those attributes
with the latest values from the eMail2 service (FIG. 1, 110).
The types of metadata that are tracked and displayed to the
user may differ from one eMail2 service 110 to another.
eMail2 services 110 are able to implement metadata exten-
sions, offering display of new types of metadata to users.
Metadata extensions may be developed by a third party, or
may be enabled by new versions of the eMail2 software.

The section below discusses some of the actions and data
that may be available to a user through the workflow enable-
ment feature. However, note that the eMail2 architecture can
track and display any type of message metadata.

Synchronize Drafts Between Clients and the Web Client
Interface

In some embodiments of the invention, there may be an
option to save drafts to the service 110: a user begins com-
posing an eMail2 message in one e-mail client 101, saves it as
an eMail2 draft, which in turn saves it to the eMail2 service
110. The drafts that are stored server-side may be accessed
from another e-mail client 101 at a later time. Essentially, this
process synchronizes saved drafts across multiple e-mail cli-
ents 101 and platforms.

This feature enables productivity gains: by synchronizing
eMail2 drafts across e-mail clients 101 and platforms, users
are able to begin composing an eMail2 message in one e-mail
client 101, e.g. Microsoft Outlook at work, and seamlessly
finish composing it in another client 101, e.g. Mozilla Thun-
derbird at home, at a later time. Preferably, the user is able to
interact with the saved draft, e.g. finish it, send it, delete it,
from the web client interface 127 as well. This feature would
be useful, for example, at internet cafes or on shared comput-
ers.

Saving an eMail2 draft to the service 110 is preferably
accomplished by an optional command on the editing toolbar
(FIG. 27C).

Synchronizing drafts from a service (FIG. 1, 110) to a
client 101 is preferably done automatically by the eMail2
client plug-in 108 in the following manner: When the client
plug-in 108 initializes on start-up, it checks all services 110
that the user is activated/registered with to see if there are any
eMail2 drafts on the service 110 that are not present at the
client side. If there is a discrepancy, the two sides are syn-
chronized. Additionally, in some embodiments, there could
be a button on the main toolbar (FIG. 27A) to force perfor-
mance of the check. Additionally, eMail2 client plug-ins
(FIG. 1, 108) could check services 110 at staggered, pre-
defined time intervals.
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Multimedia Messaging

The eMail2 system allows for secure video and voice mes-
saging, preferably with multimedia files created and encoded
“on-the-fly” and then stored securely on an eMail2 service
110. In some embodiments, when creating an eMail2 mes-
sage, a user can add a video or voice message by recording
one through the web client interface 127.

In some embodiments, accessing the “Voice/Video Mes-
saging” portion of the pre-send delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806),
preferably through the eMail2 toolbar button or directly from
the web client interface (FI1G. 1, 127) itself, allows the user to
create a voice or video message that is associated with the
eMail2 message that he or she is composing.

When a recipient receives a message with an associated
voice or video message, he or she is preferably notified of its
receipt, preferably by an icon displayed on the reading toolbar
(FIG. 27B). Utilizing the “Voice/Video Messaging” button or
icon takes the user to the portion of the web client interface
(FIG. 1, 127) where he or she can view video messages or
listen to voice messages.

Media Recording and Service Side Storage (FIG. 34)

In embodiments that include multimedia messaging sup-
port, media may be captured on-the-fly by an embedded web
component (the multimedia recording interface 140) in the
delivery slip. In the preferred embodiment, the multimedia
recording interface 140 is a flash component, or, more gen-
erally, any type of web component.

Recorded media is preferably captured as a stream by the
multimedia recording interface 140 and stored directly on a
server controlled by the eMail2 service 110. This multimedia
data can optionally be encrypted by the eMail2 ICE (FIG. 26,
123), or another form of multimedia encryption. Stored
media 142 is preferably associated with a specific message
D.

Sample Workflow for a Preferred Embodiment (FIG.
34)

1. A user 138 creates a new eMail2 message and types
whatever message he or she would like to send in a normal
e-mail.

2. Before sending the message, the user presses the “Voice/
Video Messaging” button and is taken to the multimedia
recording interface 140, an interface for recording video and
voice messages. The multimedia recording interface 140 is a
part of the web client interface 127. He or she is able to record
a video or voice message (depending on preferences and
available hardware).

3. The recorded data is streamed directly to the eMail2
service 110 and stored as stored media 142. Stored media 142
may be encrypted during storage.

Upon sending the eMail2 message, the video or voice
message is associated with the eMail2 message and is avail-
able for viewing or listening by the intended recipients of the
eMail2 message.

Multimedia Retrieval

In some embodiments, multimedia data that is intended for
a recipient may be retrieved through the multimedia viewing
interface 141, a part of the web client interface (FIG. 1,127).
The recipient may access this section of the web client inter-
face 127 by pressing a “Voice/Video Message” button or icon
on the reading toolbar (FIG. 27B) or directly from the web
client interface (FIG. 1, 127), or any other suitable means.

The multimedia player is embedded into a section of the
delivery slip (the multimedia viewing interface 141), and
once the user has legitimately accessed the delivery slip (FIG.
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30, 806), he or she is able to play the media file using the
controls on the multimedia viewing interface (FIG. 34, 141).

Viewing/Listening Workflow (FIG. 34)

1. A user 139 receives a new eMail2 message and is
informed that it contains an associated voice or video mes-
sage.

2. After reading the normal message content, the user
presses the “Voice/Video Messaging” button and is taken to
the delivery slip containing an embedded multimedia player
(multimedia viewing interface 141).

The user is able to watch or listen to the media file directly
from the delivery slip. Stored media 142 is streamed from
service 110 to the multimedia viewing interface 141. Recipi-
ent 139 can view this media using the embedded multimedia
player, the multimedia viewing interface (FIG. 34, 141).

Multimedia Security

Multimedia data may be stored encrypted on the eMail2
service (FIG. 1, 110) that it is hosted on. This encryption can
be performed via the ICE (FIG. 26, 123), or with any other
available encryption system. Media can be protected during
transit by streaming it across an SSL connection (such as
HTTPS).

As an added measure of security, senders may encrypt
multimedia messages using a specific password that is inde-
pendent of the eMail2 system. The sender may then use an
alternative method of communication, such telephone, face-
to-face, etc., to deliver the password to the recipient before the
recipient may access the protected video message.

Attachment Vs. Association

In preferred embodiments, the media file is associated but
not attached to the eMail2 message. Attachment refers to the
process of attaching a separate file to an e-maill or eMail2
message and sending it to a recipient along with the message
(or allowing the recipient to retrieve it along with the mes-
sage, in the case of eMail2). In some implementations, media
files are associated with eMail2 messages. Association refers
to the process of storing the file on the eMail2 service (FIG. 1,
110) and linking the file to the eMail2 messages using the
eMail2 message ID.

Benefits of Streaming Media

Inpreferred embodiments, media is not retrieved to a user’s
local environment. Rather, media is provided to the recipient
by means of a streaming media player (multimedia viewing
interface 141). Because of this, users do not need to concern
themselves with downloading the proper player software,
securely storing multimedia files or decoding special formats.
There is one format and one player, both defined by the
eMail2 service (FIG. 1, 110), and both seamlessly integrated
into the web client interface 127. The processes of encoding,
decoding, formatting, etc., are completely transparent to the
user.

Retrieve, Reject, Ignore, Block

The “Retrieve,” ‘Reject,” “Ignore” and “Block™ options are
available to the user in the context of an access message. On
“Retrieve”, the eMail2 client plug-in (FIG. 1, 108) preferably
first triggers an “Update” to ensure that the latest version of
the access message is displayed to the user. If the updated
access message contains critical information that the recipi-
ent should be made aware of, a warning message preferably is
displayed. If the updated access message contains no critical
information, the eMail2 plug-in 108 then proceeds to retrieve
the message(s).

Recipients may choose to retrieve, reject, or ignore parts of
an eMail2 message including, but not limited to, the follow-
ing:

1. The entire eMail2 message

2. Only the public message
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3. Only the private messages

4. All of the attachments

5. Only the public attachments

6. Only the private attachments

For example, upon reviewing an access message, a recipi-
ent may choose to initially retrieve the public and any private
messages, but not the attachments. After reviewing the mes-
sage content, the recipient may then choose to retrieve the
attachments, or may close or delete the e-mail without ever
retrieving the attachments.

Recipients may choose to block components of the eMail2
system including, but not limited to, the following:

1. The sender of the message

2. The e-mail2 service 110

3. The conversation

Each of the above actions is tracked and recorded by the
eMail2 service 110.

Blocking the sender and service 110 are both self explana-
tory, but blocking the conversation is more complex of an
action.

Blocking conversations is preferably performed by record-
ing the originating message 1D, and traversing down the tree
of message IDs and parent message 1Ds, determining all
related messages and blocking each of them. From the per-
spective of the eMail2 system, this process essentially blocks
all new messages depending on their relationship to an undes-
ired thread. From a user perspective, this process is transpar-
ent and blocking a conversation is a single logical action.
Traversal for blocking purposes may be accomplished by the
email2 client plug-in 108 or the email2 service 110.

If a message is sent as HTML and the recipient is unsure
about its content, eMail2’s optional “Retrieve text scan only”
can automatically scan the HTML body of the message and
retrieve only the text portions (ignoring images, code, etc.).
Generally, if the message is sent in any non-plaintext form,
the eMail2 system allows for retrieval of either a text-only
version or an image-format representation.

Update

In some embodiments, the “Update” option is available to
a user in the context of an access message or a sent/retrieved
eMail2 message. It updates on the client-side all of the mes-
sage metadata tracked by the eMail2 service 110. The com-
mand can also be used to retrieve replies and comments to the
eMail2 message. Preferably, “Update” is automatically called
by the eMail2 plug-in 108 whenever an eMail2 message
window is opened by the user or before any Retrieve/Reject
command is performed.

As an example, a user may use the “Update” option to
refresh, over a period of time, the virus scan results displayed
in a particular access message. If the results indicate that a
number of other recipients’ computing devices have scanned
the e-mail message associated with the access message and
found no virus, the user may then decide to retrieve the e-mail
message.

Tracking

In some embodiments, the “Tracking” option is available
to a user in the context of an access message or a sent/
retrieved eMail2 message. It displays message transaction
data that is collected by the eMail2 service (FIG. 23, 110) and
stored in the data layer 120 (see F1G. 23). Events A and B refer
to the same named events in FIG. 23.

Event A: All the activity related to either an access message
or an eMail2 message is tracked in real time by the eMail2
service 110 and the results are stored in the data layer 120.
They are available to both the sender and the recipient(s),
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depending on the outgoing options set by the sender. Such
tracked activity includes the ‘Retrieve’, ‘Reject’, ‘Forward’
commands, etc.

Event B: The original message can be forwarded by any
recipient to any other recipients (depending on the outgoing
options set by the original sender) and all their activity is also
tracked by the service 110.

Tracking information is preferably displayed to the user
through web services, as a web based delivery slip (FIG. 30,
806) in the web client interface (FIG. 1, 127) that is customi-
zable in appearance. See FIG. 28 for a visual representation of
the delivery slip.

In one embodiment, “tracking” may be disabled for a spe-
cific eMail2 message. In this case, the eMail2 service 110
preferably still logs all transaction activity but the results are
not available for display to the users.

The transaction data can include, but is not limited to, the
following:

1. When the eMail2 message was created/sent/received by
the eMail2 service.

2. To whom the eMail2 message was sent.

3. When the eMail2 message was retrieved/rejected/de-
leted/ignored by each recipient, and what parts of the message
were retrieved (public, private, attachments, etc.).

4. When the different recipients replied to the eMail2 mes-
sage and to whom they replied.

5. When the different recipients forwarded the eMail2 mes-
sage and to whom they forwarded, as well as all tracking
activity for the forwarded messages.

6. Recipients’ IP addresses and other network information.

7. Digital signatures for each user (if used).

For threaded messages, transaction data may be displayed
on a per-item basis, or different levels of summaries may be
provided (e.g., a summary for an entire conversation, a sum-
mary for different combinations of messages, a summary
beginning and ending at specific dates, etc).

Authenticated external applications can use eMail2’s
XML web services to perform the same tracking tasks via an
API that may include (but is not limited to) the following
calls:

1. GetTrackingInformationForE2M (Parameters: E2K,

E2S);
2. GetTrackingInformationForE2U (Parameters: E1A,
E1S, E2S)

P2P Event-Based and Transactional Data: Ratings and Sur-
veys

In some embodiments, eMail2 provides P2P (peer-to-peer)
event-based and transactional functions that link the users
with a unique message ID and a series of “user to action’ based
functions. These event-based functions are preferably avail-
able to a user in the context of an access message or a sent/
retrieved eMail2 message. Such functions include rating and
survey systems for e-mails where recipients can, prior to
retrieving a given message, see if other recipients found the
message valuable. Preferably, every operation of these fea-
tures and information summaries sends a request to the
eMail2 service and opens either within the eMail2 client
plug-in (FIG. 1, 108) or in a new browser window through a
specific, hidden URL call (secure web site hosted by the
eMail2 service provider), unique to the current eMail2 user to
view the results.

As an example, the ratings feature allows message recipi-
ents to rate an eMail2 message based on any desired criteria,
and view the ratings assigned to the message by other recipi-
ents. In the preferred embodiment, a recipient may view the
aggregated rating for an eMail2 message within the context of
an access message, but may not enter a rating if he or she has
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not yet retrieved the message. A recipient may both view the
aggregated rating and enter a rating for aretrieved message. A
sender may view the aggregated rating for a sent message, but
may not enter a rating. In some embodiments and scenarios,
a sender or recipient may be blocked from viewing all rating
information for an access message or message.

The eMail2 system may track any type of data as a “rating.”
In one embodiment, the rating may be a numerical value. In
another embodiment, the rating may be a value from a pre-
defined list of values (e.g. “highly useful,” “useful,” “not
useful”). These predefined values may be presented as a set of
buttons, icons, or other user interface elements for purposes
of allowing recipients to rate the emails they retrieve. In yet
another embodiment, the rating may include free-form text
comments entered by a user. When a recipient rates an e-mail
message, the eMail2 client plug-in 108 of the recipient trans-
mits the rating to the eMail2 service 110 on which the e-mail
message is stored together with message ID of the e-mail
message, allowing the eMail2 service 110 to store the rating
data in association with the e-mail message.

In the preferred embodiment, the eMail2 system allows
users to view ratings within the context of a single message
(e.g. the e-mail message window) and multiple messages (e.g.
the “inbox” view of an e-mail client 101). In the case of
displaying ratings of multiple messages, the rating may
appear next to or as part of the subject line so that users need
not open each message/access message to get this informa-
tion. The eMail2 system may also allow users to view the
number of recipients that have rated the message (e.g. “3 out
of 4 recipients rated this message as useful,” or “average
rating=3.5 on a scale of 1 to 5 (rated by 6 people)”), and/or
separately view the rating given by each individual recipient.

In addition to assisting users in avoiding having to read
e-mail messages of little value, the ratings feature enhances
the security of the eMail2 system by providing users with
additional information about whether a message should be
retrieved. For example, if a recipient discovers that the mes-
sage contains a newly discovered virus, he or she can rate the
message accordingly to alert recipients even before anti-virus
clients are updated to identify the virus. A “do not open” or
“virus detected” rating button may be provided in the e-mail
viewing window for this purpose.

The rating feature may be provided by the eMail2 service
provider through the use of third party applications (FIG. 30,
129). Alternatively, it may be implemented directly within the
eMail2 system.

Implementation of third party applications can be done
securely via eMail2 web services, using a web API. The
following workflow corresponds with FIG. 30 and illustrates
atypical secure communication with a third-party application
129:

Event A: The eMail2 client plug-in 108 contacts the eMail2
service 110 with a request for a security token (T.sub.K).

Event B: The eMail2 service 110 receives the request, and
because there is a third party application 129 associated with
the service 110, the third party application 129 sends a sepa-
rate security token (T.sub.K2) to the eMail2 service 110.

Event C: The eMail2 service 110 sends both the security
token (T.sub.K) and the security token (T.sub.K2) to the client
plug-in 108.

Event D: The eMail2 client plug-in 108 sends both the
security token (T.sub.K) and the security token (T.sub.K2) to
a web browser 130.

Event E: The web browser 130 consumes the security token
(T.sub.K) and opens a secure connection between the browser
130 and the eMail2 service 110, displaying metadata in the
delivery slip 806. The web browser 130 consumes the secu-
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rity token (T.sub.K2) and opens a secure connections between
the browser 130 and the third party application 129, display-
ing the custom information in the third party extension 807, in
the delivery slip 806.

The system may also be implemented in such a way that the
third party application 129 communicates directly with the
service 110 so that during Event E, there is only one secure
communication channel necessary (between the browser 130
and the service 110.

Web services may also be implemented so that an eMail2
service 110 can also link different third party applications 129
with the unique eMail2 message [Ds and the e-mail addresses
of'the sender and recipients involved. In this way, rating and
survey engines can be configured through the eMail2 service
110 and eMail2 plug-in 108 and return summary or detailed
information about each user’s input on a specific eMail2
message. This feature of eMail2 can also be described as a
“link user to action” process where third party applications
129 can send requests via eMail2 methods and thus track the
activity of each user. This feature of eMail2 can also be
responsible for linking into Social Networking applications
whereby eMail2 messages considered of value can be for-
warded to a user’s trusted recipient list. Data export may be
performed by means of an XML feed over a secure connec-
tion, or any other standard method of data streaming over a
secure connection.

Security between third party applications 129 and an
eMail2 service 110 may be guaranteed by way of a certificate
system implemented by the eMail2 service 110. However, the
eMail2 system preferably does not inherently implement cer-
tificate systems between services 110 and third party appli-
cations 129. Ensuring that the third party applications 129
themselves are secure is also a responsibility of the service
110 employing them.

Status & Virus

In some embodiments, the “Status” and “Virus™ actions are
available to a user in the context of an access message or a
sent/retrieved eMail2 message. They display the aggregated
results of anti-spam and anti-virus scanning that is performed
on an eMail2 message.

For example, such scanning may occur on the sender’s
computer (FIG. 1, 100) before the message is sent, on the
eMail2 service 110, and on recipients’ computer 100. The
results of all of these scans are tracked by the eMail2 service
110 and displayed through these attributes. With this data,
recipients can hold on to an access message and monitor the
scanning status of the message using the “Update” command
before retrieving the actual message content or attachments.

Like the ratings attribute, the “status” and “virus” attributes
may be displayed within the context of a single message (e.g.
the e-mail message window) and multiple messages (e.g. the
“inbox” view of an e-mail client).

The “Virus” and “Status” values may be calculated differ-
ently by each eMail2 service 110 depending on the programs
used to perform the scanning. For example, the following
results can be displayed:

1. If the value of “Virus” sent by the eMail2 service is
“true”, then the title for the “Virus” tab is shown with a
warning message.

2. If the value of “Status™ sent by the eMail2 service is
“SpamTrue”, the title for the “Status™ tab is shown as
“Status: Spam” with a warning message.

The Status command can calculate an average by combin-

ing a number of factors, such as the number of people that
retrieved the message, rating results, and virus probability.
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The virus probability may be weighted according to the
results of anti-virus programs that offer virus probability
functions.

The eMail2 system may also include a virus scanning
method that uses APIs from large virus scanning companies.
The implementation of this API system would allow pro-
grams (such as the eMail2 client plug-in 108 or the eMail2
service 110 software) to send files for virus scans at external
virus scan websites. After the files are verified as “clean,” a
certificate is returned to the eMail2 application. eMail2 is able
to take advantage of this and use the infrastructure of external
sites (i.e. virus scanning sites) to verify the integrity of mes-
sages and attachments.

Metadata Export

In some embodiments, through the use of a web services
API, the eMail2 system can export all forms of eMail2 meta-
data to third party programs 129. This is commonly done in
the form of an XML feed, but other processes for achieving
the same result are possible.

As an example, an advertising company may wish to export
large amounts of message retrieval metadata and aggregate it
so that they can see the number or percentage of e-mail
messages that have been retrieved over the entire course of an
e-mail campaign.

Metadata Export Workflow

In preferred embodiments, data is generally transferred
between the eMail2 service and the user via XML feeds over
secure network connections. Therefore, the workflows for all
metadata extensions should be very similar. A possible work-
flow for a survey engine developed by a third party is provided
as an example:

1. A user receives an eMail2 message containing a survey.

2. Accessing the survey via a custom “Survey” button on
the eMail2 reading toolbar (FIG. 27B) directs the user to
the delivery slip, specifically pointed at the survey sec-
tion.

3. A series of questions or items are provided within the
context of the delivery slip. The user answers the ques-
tions and submits them using a submission button the
delivery slip.

4. The data is sent to the third party survey application (an
example of FIG. 30, 129) as an XML feed where it is
integrated into an existing database.

5. If the survey is private, the survey section of the delivery
slip is replaced by a message thanking the user for his or
her participation, as well as anything else the survey
company wishes to display (a link to their website, for
example).

6. If the survey is public, the third party survey application
129 could send back averages/popular responses/statis-
tics and display them in the survey pane of the delivery
slip.

20. CLIENT SIDE EMAIL2 CONFIGURATION
OPTIONS

The configurable options for the client side of the eMail2
system can be divided into at least two logical sections:
Incoming Message Options and Outgoing Message Options.
Additional sections, such as signature preferences, are con-
templated herein.

Incoming Message Options

The “Incoming Message Options™ deal with all aspects of
incoming messaging. They are defined by the user from the
eMail2 client plug-in Options or Preferences menu, and affect
the local security and preferences for a single installation of
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the eMail2 client plug-in (FIG. 1, 108). Options may include
but are not limited to the following (FIG. 24):
1. Auto retrieve e2AMs [checkbox]
2. Auto retrieve e2Ms according to the following filters:
[checkbox]
a. Services
i. All services [radio button]
ii. Trusted services [radio button]
b. Members
i. All members [radio button]
ii. Trusted members [radio button]
c. Message Format
i. All messages [radio button]
ii. Text only messages [radio button]
d. Attachments
i. All messages [radio button]
ii. Messages with no attachments [radio button]
3. Auto activate with:
a. All services [radio button]
b. Certified services [radio button]
¢. No services [radio button]
d. Auto-trust services I activate with [checkbox]
The above set of options is represented in a visual form by
FIG. 24.
Outgoing Message Options
The “Outgoing Message Options” deal with the user’s
preferences for outbound messaging. They are typically set in
the pre-send state of the delivery slip (FIG. 30, 806) through
the web client interface (FIG. 1, 127), and are preferably not
stored locally on a client 101 or client plug-in 108. Accessing
the pre-send delivery slip requires a user to initialize a mes-
sage (open a composition interface for a new eMail2 mes-
sage) and then select either “tracking” or “message options.”
This opens a secure browser connection for a delivery slip
(FIG. 30, 806) that is specific to the message that the user is
creating. The user may then change options pertaining to the
message. The message options may include but are not lim-
ited to the following:
1. Access Message
a. Disclose Recipients [checkbox]
b. Include Subject line [checkbox]
c. Include message summary [checkbox]
d. Include virus scan results [checkbox]
e. Include number of characters [checkbox]
f. Include status [checkbox]
2. Tracking
a. Allow tracking [checkbox]
3. Expiry Times
a. set expiry date and time for message [checkbox] [text-
box]
b. set expiry date and time for attachments [checkbox]
[textbox]
4. Force Format on Retrieval
a. Only allow recipients to retrieve text only versions
[radio button]
b. Only allow recipients to retrieve messages in the for-
mat that I send them in [radio button]
c. Allow recipients to choose message format [radio
button]
5. Ratings & Surveys
a. Enable Ratings [checkbox]
Signature Preferences
eMail2 supports existing signature systems. The eMail2
signature preferences contain at least (but not limited to) the
following options:
1. Signature
a. Include VCard with each message [checkbox]
b. Text/tHTML Signature [checkbox]
¢. URL [checkbox]
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In the preferred embodiment, although the signature pret-
erences are embedded within the e-mail client (FIG. 1, 101),
the sender’s signature does not need to be included within the
body of each message. Rather, the signature may be uploaded
to the eMail2 service 110 and available for download by a
recipient at any time. In some embodiments, the “Text/HTML
Signature” is a function offered by the eMail2 service 110
whereby a networked storage location is available to create
different signature types using various third party programs
(FIG. 30, 129). Finally, in some embodiments, the “URL”
signature option points recipients to a web address where they
may access the profile for the sender.

21. EMAIL2 ADMINISTRATION AND SERVICE
CONFIGURATION OPTIONS

eMail2 Administration

Service configuration options are set by administrators. In
the eMail2 system, there are two types of administrators:
Super administrators and service administrators (FIG. 25,
128). There is a hierarchical relationship between super
administrators, service administrators and users (with super
administrators occupying the highest level of the hierarchy).

Service administrators control a specific eMail2 service
(FIG. 1, 110). Service administrators have administrative
privileges for all configuration options that fall under the
realm of a service 110.

Super administrators control service providers, hosting
companies that may or may not be corporately affiliated with
the services 110 that they are hosting. Super administrators
hold full administrative privileges for all the configuration
options of all of the services 110 hosted on a service provider.

The eMail2 service configuration options are set by an
eMail2 service administrator through a secure service admin-
istration web interface. An example of the service adminis-
tration web interface can be seen in FIG. 29.

Preferably, the administration web interface is viewed as
two sets of tabs (157 and 158) and one dropdown menu 159.
Super administrators have access to all levels of the tabs.
Service administrators have access to all of the second level
tabs under “services,” for their specific service 158. If a single
individual is a service administrator for two or more services
that are hosted on one service provider, he or she preferably
will have access to all of the second level tabs under “ser-
vices” for each service that he or she administrates.

The top level tabs 157 include: Home, Services, Users,
Skins and Settings. The second level tabs are different
depending on the top level tab selected. The dropdown menu
159 is different depending on the second level tab selected. A
more complete architecture for the service administration
web interface is described at the end of this section.

eMail2 Service Configuration Options

Possible configuration settings for specific services (FIG.
1, 110) include but are not limited to, the following:

1. The default text to be included with each introductory
message. This is configured by means of an “IM Tem-
plate” in the service admin options. The IM template is
a text entry that provides the default introductory mes-
sage format. Placeholders are used for variables, such as
names, dates, message [Ds, summaries, etc. For
example, if an admin wanted to set the introductory
message to display the Message 1D, he or she might
include the text “-1D:% int-msgid %” in the IM template.
All of the metadata that can be displayed within an
eMail2 introductory message has a placeholder associ-
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ated with it. For certain services 110, individual users
may be able to override the default IM template.

2. The default text to be included with each access mes-
sage. This is configured by means of an “IM Template”
in the service admin options. The AM template is a text
entry that provides the default access message format.
Placeholders are used for variables, such as names,
dates, message [Ds, summaries, etc. For example, if an
admin wanted to set the access message to display the
number of characters in a message, he or she might
include the text “-Number of characters:% int-body-
count % in the IM template. All of the metadata that can
be displayed within an eMail2 access message has a
placeholder associated with it. For certain services 110,
individual users may be able to override the default AM
template.

3. The default message options (e.g. Allow Tracking,
Allow Forwarding, Allow Replying). These message
options can, if the service 110 allows it, be modified by
users on a per-message basis. An example of the inter-
face for determining service options, default values and
over ride rights is visually represented in FIG. 40.

4. The length of time eMail2 messages are stored on the
eMail2 service 110, (this can be overridden for specific
users or groups of users).

5. The DNS string or IP address to be included with each
message (so eMail2 client plug-in 108 can determine
which service to use). There are preferably two DNS
strings or IP addresses: one for the Service URL and one
for the dynamic web-based Delivery Slip URL.

6. Whether to allow users to use the eMail2 service’s 110
SMTP server to send outgoing introductory messages,
as well as whether this option is enabled by default.
Additionally, administrators are able to set the address of
the SMTP server that the eMail2 service 110 uses for
e-maill communications.

7. Whether recipients of an eMail2 message are required to
register with the service 110 before they can retrieve/
reply/forward using it. An example of an interface for
determining such security settings is visually repre-
sented the security matrix of FIG. 39.

8. Whether certain domains are blocked from registering
with the service 110. Alternatively, whether ONLY cer-
tain domains may register with the service 110.

9. The ability to define new administrator accounts.

10. Skin Captions. Customized graphical and textual ele-
ments for companies that are displaying web-pages inte-
gral to the eMail2 system. Service administrators are
able to customize the appearance of all web interfaces
pertaining to a specific service 110 by using the skin
captions.

11. In the case of registered e-mail, service administrators
may optionally be able to retrieve archived messages
from the eMail2 service 110, for use in disputes. In the
preferred embodiment, this action alerts users that their
e-mail conversation has been audited, and that it has
been retrieved by service administrators.

12. The encryption system for the service 110 (possibly
configured through use of the ICE (FIG. 26. 123)).

Iftwo companies exchange eMail2 messages and each runs

its own eMail2 service (FIG. 1, 110), they can link their
services using the eMail2 web services API. This would allow
the services to share the tracking information stored on each
service 110.

These options above, as well as the architecture below, are

meant to be illustrative and not definitive. It should be recog-
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nized that options and interface architecture may be added at
a later date without going beyond the scope of the invention.
eMail2 Service Administration Web Interface Architecture
The following is one possible menu system for the inter-
face described in FIG. 29.
1. Home
1.1. Dashboard
1.2. Search
1.3. Advanced Search
1.4. Usage Statistics
2. Services
2.1. Services Directory
2.1.1. Home
2.1.2. Properties
2.1.3. Members
2.1.4. Usage Statistics
2.1.5. Settings
2.1.5.1. Assign Skin
2.1.5.2. Security
2.1.5.3. Throttle
2.1.5.4. Domain Manager
2.1.5.5. Registration Options
2.1.5.6. SMTP
2.1.6. Permissions
2.1.7. Fields
2.1.8. API
2.1.8.1 Data Export
2.1.8.2 Crypto
2.1.83.LDAP
3. User
3.1. Properties
3.2. Permissions
4. Skins
4.1. Skin Directory
4.1.1. Properties
4.1.2. Permissions
4.2. Caption Sets Directory
4.2.1. Edit
4.2.2. Permissions
4.3. Image Sets Directory
4.3.1. Edit
4.3.2. Properties
5. Settings
5.1. Hardware Configuration
5.2. User Settings
5.3. Update Manager
5.4. An example of a Security Matrix

22. REGISTERED ELECTRONIC MAIL

The end-to-end encryption, message storage, and message
tracking features of eMail2 enable “Registered Electronic
Mail” for systems in which these features are embodied.
Registered electronic mail is based on the same architecture
and feature set as plain eMail2. The primary workflow difter-
ence is that recipients may be required to register with the
eMail2 service (FIG. 25, 110) chosen by the sender before
being able to retrieve their messages.

The typical process for registered electronic mail is
described, with reference to FIG. 25, below:

Equipped with a unique Message Access Key, authorized
parties (such as service administrator 128) can access the
archived eMail2 messages stored in the service data layer 120
and preferably find them in their original state, encrypted and
available for later consultation. Certified copies of messages
and attachments can be made available as images, PDF or any
other format over the web. Alternatively, registered electronic

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

66

mail services 110 can also forward certified paper copies to
solve any disputes between the parties involved.

Because the messages are encrypted and stored on the
secure eMail2 service 110, the content and attachments of the
messages cannot be tampered with by users for their entire
lifecycle.

23. OPT-OUT

Typical e-mail systems allow users to create derivative
e-mail message (such as a reply or forward) from an original
e-mail message to create a message thread. If recipients
repeatedly reply to the original message and subsequent
replies in the thread using the “reply all” function, this may
result in the original sender and recipients receiving a large
number of derivative messages, ad infinitum. Typically, a user
not wanting to receive future e-mails in the thread would have
to send a manual notification e-mail messageto each recipient
or sender of the original e-mail message and to each recipient
or sender of the derivative messages. This in fact exacerbates
the problem of unwanted email, as it generates even more
emails than contained in the original email thread. Further,
this approach is not always effective, since it is up to each
individual recipient or sender to ensure that any future corre-
spondence in the thread is not addressed to the user who has
requested not to be included.

Accordingly, as yet another example of message control, a
process for controlling opt-out according to an embodiment
of'the present invention will now be described. As mentioned
above, one feature of some embodiments of eMail2 is the
ability to organize eMail2 messages as threads by associating
each e-mail message in the thread with a unique message ID
of the original e-mail message. Such a schema provides a
mechanism for easily providing the opt-out feature by allow-
ing a user to opt-out of receiving any future e-mails associated
with a given unique message 1D (i.e., all future messages in
the thread).

Turning now to FIG. 42, an example method 4200 for
securely communicating e-mail messages including opt-out
functionality is shown. At 4202, method 4200 comprises
receiving, at a server system, an original e-mail message from
a sender, the original e-mail message to be sent to a plurality
of recipients, the original e-mail message associated with a
unique message ID that is assigned by the server system. At
4204, method 4200 comprises storing an original distribution
list associated with the unique message ID on the server
system, the original distribution list including the sender and
one or more recipients. For example, the original distribution
list may be stored in data layer 120 of FIG. 23.

At 4206, method 4200 comprises storing a thread partici-
pation status indicator for each of the one or more recipients
on the distribution list in a database. The thread status indi-
cator comprises information regarding the opt-out prefer-
ences of each user in the original distribution list. As
described above, “tracking” data, such as activity using the
‘Retrieve’, ‘Reject’ or ‘Forward’ commands, may be col-
lected by the eMail2 service and stored in data layer 120. As
such, the thread participation status indicator may be stored as
part of this tracking data, or may be stored separately.

At 4208, method 4200 may comprise sending, via the
remote client, authentication information from a remote cli-
ent device to the server system to enable the server system to
authenticate the remote client device prior to receiving the
opt-out request. The authentication information may be
received as a result of a user login on the remote device. The
authentication may be valid for a predetermined period of
time, and thus the authentication information also may be sent
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periodically to ensure continued integrity of the client device
and the connection to the server system. Further, the authen-
tication information may be sent in response to an opt-out
request sent from the client device. The method may also
include, at the server system, processing the authentication
information to properly authenticate the user of the remote
client, or else to deny access.

At4210, method 4200 comprises, in response to an opt-out
request received from one of the recipients in the distribution
list from a remote client that has been properly authenticated,
modifying the corresponding thread participation status indi-
cator for the requesting recipient to indicate that the request-
ing recipient has opted out of receiving further e-mail mes-
sages in a same thread as the original e-mail message.

At4212, method 4200 comprises updating the distribution
list by deleting or adding recipients from the distribution list
based on the respective status of each of the recipients to
thereby produce a modified distribution list that has a differ-
ent set of recipients than the original distribution list, and that
does not include the requesting recipient. Accordingly, any
future e-mail messages in the same thread will not be deliv-
ered to the requesting recipient even if they are listed as one of
the recipients by the senders of the future email messages.
Thus, the server system effectively supplants the distribution
list provided by the sender with the modified distribution list
maintained by the server system, which reflects opt-out
requests. In this manner, those recipients who have opted out
of'an email thread can be ensured they will not receive future
messages in the same thread.

At 4214, method 4200 further comprises receiving, at the
server system, a reply e-mail message in the same thread for
sending from a recipient of the original e-mail message in the
modified distribution list to other users in the modified dis-
tribution list, where the reply message is associated with the
unique message 1D of the original e-mail message. At 4216,
method 4200 further comprises sending the reply e-mail mes-
sage based on the modified distribution list such that the reply
e-mail message is not sent to the requesting recipient.

While the discussion hereto has been focused on opt-out
functionality for recipients of the original message, it will be
understood that opt-out functionality is not limited to original
recipients. Instead, such functionality may be similarly pro-
vided to the sender of the original message and/or to recipi-
ents/senders of derivative messages. As with other users, a
sender opt-out request may be received at any time. For
example, the sender opt-out request may be received before
the reply e-mail message is received. In other words, a sender
may opt-out from receiving any and all derivative e-mail
messages associated with the original e-mail message. In
such scenarios, the opt-out request may be received at the
server system in response to generation of the original e-mail
message. For example, a sender may be able to indicate (e.g.,
via a checkbox) the opt-out request before/during sending of
the original e-mail message. As another example, a sender
may indicate one or more opt-out preferences such that all
messages sent by the sender automatically generate an opt-
out request. It will be understood that these scenarios are
presented for the purpose of example, and that opt-out func-
tionality may be provided to any user, or combination of
users, associated with a message thread.

Performing the sender opt-out comprises storing a thread
participation status indicator for the sender on the distribution
list in the database. The sender-opt out further comprises, in
response to an opt-out request received from the sender in the
distribution list, modifying the corresponding thread partici-
pation status indicator for the sender to indicate that the
sender has opted out of receiving further e-mail messages in
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the same thread as the original e-mail message. The sender
opt-out further comprises updating the distribution list by
deleting the sender from the distribution list based on the
status of the sender to thereby produce the modified distribu-
tion list and receiving, at the server system, a second reply
e-mail message in the same thread for sending from a recipi-
ent of the original e-mail message in the modified distribution
list to other users in the modified distribution list, where the
reply message is associated with the unique message ID of the
original e-mail message such that the second reply e-mail
message is not sent to the sender of the original e-mail mes-
sage who sent the opt-out request.

At 4218, method 4200 comprises, at a remote device of a
recipient (or sender) of the original e-mail message who did
not send the opt-out request, providing a threaded display.
Providing the threaded display may comprise retrieving a
plurality of e-mail messages associated with the original
e-mail message from the server system, the plurality of e-mail
messages comprising at least original e-mail message and the
reply e-mail message. Providing the threaded display may
further comprise aggregating the plurality of e-mail messages
into a threaded display, and displaying the threaded display
via a display device operatively coupled to the remote device.

As described above, method 4200 may allow a user to
conveniently opt-out of a thread at any time. Such a feature
may be provided via a distribution list stored on a centralized
server system, thereby providing an up-to-date, consistent
version of the distribution list for processing each derivative
message. For example, as described above, the distribution
list on the server system “overrides” a distribution list asso-
ciated with a derivative e-mail message, and any subsequent
attempts to associate a user that has opted-out of further email
in the thread will not result in that user receiving further
derivative messages. It will be appreciated the steps depicted
in FIG. 42 are intended to be non-limiting, and that method
4200 may comprise additional/different steps executed in any
order without departing from the scope of the present disclo-
sure.

For example, a user that has previously opted-out of a
thread may in turn “opt-in” to the message thread, thus essen-
tially providing an “undo” mechanism for the opt-out request.
Such a feature may be provided by modifying the distribution
list such that derivative messages are sent to the requesting
user. Further, sending an opt-in request may comprise a “ret-
roactive” request or a “future” request.

A retroactive request may allow the requesting user to
access all messages associated with the thread. In this way, a
user may become “caught-up” with the thread activity during
the period when the requesting recipient had opted-out of the
thread. In contrast, a future request may allow the requesting
user to access only messages associated with the thread that
are received after the opt-in request. The behavior may be
defined on a per-service, per-user, and/or per-message basis,
for example. Accordingly, the behavior may be defined by
any user via any combination of mechanisms. It will be under-
stood that these scenarios are presented for the purpose of
example, and that any suitable opt-in behavior may be pro-
vided via any suitable mechanism, or combination of mecha-
nisms, without departing from the scope of the present dis-
closure.

Turning now to FIG. 43, a visual representation of a mes-
sage reading interface 4300 including opt-out functionality
for a threaded eMail2 conversation is shown. Interface 4300
comprises opt-out interface element 4302 configured to send
an opt-out request to allow the user of interface 4300 to
opt-out of further e-mail messages in the same thread. Inter-
face 4300 further comprises threaded display 4304 compris-
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ing a single logical e-mail message. Threaded display 4304
may be similar to the tabbed reading interface window 200
(e.g., reading interface window for a threaded eMail2 conver-
sation of FIG. 38). As illustrated, threaded display 4304 com-
prises original e-mail message 4306 and reply e-mail mes-
sage 4308. It will be understood that the illustrated thread
comprises two messages for the sake of clarity, and that a
thread may comprise any number of messages. Further, for
lengthy threads, controls may be provided for filtering thread
messages by sender, time and date, keywords, etc.

Threaded display 4304 may further comprise a represen-
tation of the thread participation status indicator for each of
the one or more recipients. As described above, each thread
status participation indicator comprises information regard-
ing whether or not an opt-out request has been received from
a given sender/recipient on the distribution list. Accordingly,
the representation of the thread participation status indicator
may provide a mechanism for easily ascertaining the partici-
pation status of each user on the distribution list. The repre-
sentation may comprise any suitable configuration, and
example configurations of said representation will now be
discussed in greater detail.

For example, threaded display 4304 may comprise tab
representation 4310 configured to integrate with a tabbed
reading window, such as tabbed reading interface window
200 described above. As illustrated, representation 4310 may
comprise a graphical indicator such as a checkmark or an ‘X’
for each user that has not sent an opt-out request. As another
example, threaded display 4304 may comprise a text repre-
sentation 4312 comprising one or more visual features (e.g.,
strikethrough, bold, font color, font size, etc.) applied to the
representation of a recipient/sender that has sent an opt-out
request. For example, the e-mail address of user “Joe” (joe@
sys-national.com) comprises strikethrough formatting to
denote that Joe has sent an opt-out request before reply e-mail
message 4308 was sent, and thus did not receive reply e-mail
message 4308. In this manner, current participants in the
thread will understand when certain users have opted out of
thread messages, and thus will not mistakenly presume those
users are receiving the thread messages.

As yet another example, the representation of the thread
participation status indicator may comprise summary repre-
sentation 4314 displayed in message summary window 4316.
As described above, the eMail2 system may be configured to
track a plurality of data for each message and/or thread.
Accordingly, at least a subset of the tracking data may be
displayed via tracking data representations 4318 of window
4316. As such, summary representation 4314 may be dis-
played in conjunction with tracking data representations
4318. For example, as illustrated, summary representation
4316 may comprise a grayed-out representation (illustrated
by a dashed outline) for user “Joe” from whom an opt-out
request was received. It will be understood that the above-
described representations of the thread participation status
indicator are presented for the purpose of example, and that
the representation may comprise any suitable configuration
without departing from the scope of the present disclosure.

24. CONCLUSION

The various features and functions described above may be
implemented in code modules that are executed by general
purpose computing devices. The code modules may be stored
on any appropriate type of computer storage device or
memory.
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As will be apparent, numerous modifications can be made
to the system and methods described above without departing
from the scope of the invention. The invention is defined only
by the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method of securely commu-
nicating e-mail messages, comprising:

receiving, at a server system, an original e-mail message in

unencrypted form, via a secure communication proto-
col, from a sender, the original e-mail message to be sent
to a plurality of recipients, the original e-mail message
associated with a unique message ID that is assigned by
the server system;

storing an original distribution list associated with the

unique message 1D on the server system, the original
distribution list including the sender and one or more
recipients;

storing a thread participation status indicator for each of

the one or more recipients on the distribution list in a
database;

sending, from the server system, a notification message to

the one or more recipients on the distribution list, the
notification message including a message access key for
subsequent retrieval of the email message;

upon access of the notification message by the one or more

recipients, receiving, at the server system, the message
access key from the one or more recipients;

sending, from the server system, the original e-mail mes-

sage in unencrypted form to the one or more recipients,
via the secure communication protocol, in response to
validation of the message access key;
in response to receiving, at the server system, an opt-out
request from a recipient on the distribution list, modify-
ing the corresponding thread participation status indica-
tor for the recipient to indicate that the recipient has
opted out of receiving further e-mail messages in a
thread that includes the original e-mail message;

updating the distribution list by deleting or adding recipi-
ents from the distribution list based on the respective
thread participation status indicator of each of the recipi-
ents to thereby produce a modified distribution list that
has a different set of recipients than the original distri-
bution list and that does not include any recipient having
athread participation status indicator indicating that the
recipient has opted out of the thread;

receiving, at the server system, a reply e-mail message in

unencrypted form, via the secure communication proto-
col, the reply e-mail message being in the thread and
associated with the unique message ID of the original
e-mail message; and

sending, from the server system, the reply e-mail message

in unencrypted form, via the secure communication pro-
tocol, based on the modified distribution list such that
the reply e-mail message is not sent to any recipient
having a thread participation status indicator indicating
that the recipient has opted out of the thread.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the opt-out request is
received from a remote client executed on a remote client
device via an HTTPS connection over a computer network.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising sending, via
the remote client, authentication information from the remote
client device to the server system to enable the server system
to authenticate the remote client device prior to receiving the
opt-out request.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the remote client com-
prises a web-based e-mail client.
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5. The method of claim 2, wherein the remote client com-
prises an e-mail client plug-in configured to run in conjunc-
tion with an e-mail client program on the remote client device.

6. The method of claim 2, further comprising encrypting
the opt-out request on the remote client device such that the
opt-out request is sent to the server system in an encrypted
form.

7. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising:

storing a thread participation status indicator for the sender

on the distribution list in the database;

in response to receiving an opt-out request from the sender

in the distribution list, modifying the corresponding
thread participation status indicator for the sender to
indicate that the sender has opted out of receiving further
e-mail messages in the thread;

updating the distribution list by deleting the sender from

the distribution list based on the thread participation
status indicator of the sender to thereby produce the
modified distribution list;

receiving, at the server system, a second reply e-mail mes-

sage in unencrypted form, via the secure communication
protocol, the second reply e-mail message being in the
thread and associated with the unique message ID of the
original e-mail message; and

sending the second reply e-mail message in unencrypted

form, via the secure communication protocol, based on
the modified distribution list such that the second reply
e-mail message is not sent to the sender of the original
e-mail message who sent the opt-out request.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising, at a remote
device of a recipient of the original e-mail message who did
not send the opt-out request:

retrieving a plurality of e-mail messages associated with

the original e-mail message from the server system, the
plurality of e-mail messages comprising at least the
original e-mail message and the reply e-mail message;

aggregating the plurality of e-mail messages into a

threaded display; and

displaying the threaded display via a display device opera-

tively coupled to the remote device.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the threaded display
comprises a representation of the thread participation status
indicator for each of the one or more recipients.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the threaded display
comprises a single logical e-mail message.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the reply e-mail mes-
sage includes the plurality of recipients that received the
original e-mail message, and a visual feature indicating each
of the plurality of recipients that has opted out of receiving
further e-mail messages in the same thread as the original
e-mail message.

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

in response to a receiving, at the server system, a future

opt-in request from a recipient, modifying the corre-
sponding thread participation status indicator for the
recipient that made the future opt-in request to indicate
that the recipient that made the future opt-in request has
opted in to receiving future e-mail messages to be sent in
the thread without receiving e-mail messages previously
created in the thread the recipient that made the future
opt-in request had opted out of the thread.

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

in response to receiving, at the server system, a retroactive

opt-in request from a recipient that had previously opted
out of receiving e-mail message in the thread or was
added to the distribution list subsequent to the original
e-mail message being sent by sender, modifying the
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corresponding thread participation status indicator for
the recipient to indicate that the recipient that made the
retroactive opt-in request has opted in to receiving
e-mail messages in the thread that the recipient previ-
ously had not received prior to making the retroactive
opt-in request, as well as future e-mail messages to be
sent in the thread; and
in response to receiving, at the server system, the retroac-
tive opt-in request from the recipient, sending to the
recipient that made the retroactive opt-in request e-mail
messages in the thread that were previously not deliv-
ered to the recipient that made the retroactive opt-in
request as a result of the requesting recipient having
opted out of the thread or as a result of not being on the
distribution list when the e-mail messages were previ-
ously delivered.
14. A secure e-mail server system, comprising:
a logic device; and
a data-holding device comprising instructions stored
thereon that are executable by the logic device to:
receive an original e-mail message in unencrypted form,
via a secure communication protocol, from a sender,
the original e-mail message to be sent to a plurality of
recipients, the original e-mail message associated
with a unique message ID that is assigned by the
server system,
store an original distribution list associated with the
unique message ID on the server system, the original
distribution list including the sender and one or more
recipients;
store a thread participation status indicator for each of
the one or more recipients on the distribution list in a
database;
send a notification message to the one or more recipients
on the distribution list, the notification message
including a message access key for subsequent
retrieval of the email message;
upon access of the notification message by the one or
more recipients, receive the message access key from
the one or more recipients;
send the original e-mail message in unencrypted form to
the one or more recipients, via the secure communi-
cation protocol, in response to validation of the mes-
sage access key;
in response to receiving an opt-out request from a recipi-
ent on the distribution list, modify the corresponding
thread participation status indicator for the recipient
to indicate that the recipient has opted out of receiving
further e-mail messages in a thread that includes the
original e-mail message;
in response to receiving a retroactive opt-in request from
a recipient that had previously opted out of receiving
e-mail message in the thread or was added to the
distribution list subsequent to the original e-mail mes-
sage being sent by sender, modify the corresponding
thread participation status indicator for the recipient
to indicate that the recipient that made the retroactive
opt-in request has opted in to receiving e-mail mes-
sages in the thread that the recipient previously had
not received prior to making the retroactive opt-in as
well as future e-mail messages to be sent in the thread;
in response to receiving the retroactive opt-in request
from the recipient, send to the recipient that made the
retroactive opt-in request e-mail messages in the
thread that were previously not delivered to the recipi-
ent that made the retroactive opt-in request as a result
of the recipient having opted out of the thread or as a
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result of not being on the distribution list when the
e-mail messages were previously delivered;

in response to receiving a future opt-in request from a
recipient, modify the corresponding thread participa-
tion status indicator for the recipient that made the
future opt-in request to indicate that the recipient that
made the future opt-in request has opted in to receiv-
ing future e-mail messages to be sent in the thread
without receiving e-mail messages previously created
in the thread while the recipient that made the future
opt-in request had opted out of the thread;

update the distribution list by deleting or adding recipi-
ents from the distribution list based on the respective
thread participation status indicator of each of the
recipients to thereby produce a modified distribution
list that has a different set of recipients than the origi-
nal distribution list and that does not include any
recipient having a thread participation status indicator
indicating that the recipient has opted out of the
thread;

receive a reply e-mail message in unencrypted form, via
the secure communication protocol, the reply e-mail
message being in the thread and associated with the
unique message ID of the original e-mail message;
and

send the reply e-mail message in unencrypted form, via
the secure communication protocol, based on the
modified distribution list such that the reply e-mail
message is not sent to any recipient having a thread
participation status indicator indicating that the
recipient has opted out of the thread.

15. The server system of claim 14, wherein the opt-out
request is received from a remote client executed on a remote
client device via an encrypted connection over a computer
network.

16. The server system of claim 15, wherein the encrypted
connection comprises an HT'TPS connection.

17. The server system of claim 15, wherein the remote
client comprises a web-based e-mail client.
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18. The server system of claim 15, wherein the remote
client comprises an e-mail client plug-in configured to run in
conjunction with an e-mail client program on the remote
client device.

19. The server system of claim 14, the instructions being
further executable to:

receive, via the remote client, authentication information

from the remote client device; and

authenticate the remote client device based on the authen-

tication information prior to receiving the opt-out
request.

20. The server system of claim 14, the instructions being
further executable to:

store a thread participation status indicator for the sender

on the distribution list in the database;

in response to receiving an opt-out request from the sender

in the distribution list, modify the corresponding thread
participation status indicator for the sender to indicate
that the sender has opted out of receiving further e-mail
messages in the thread;

update the distribution list by deleting the sender from the

distribution list based on the status of the sender to
thereby produce the modified distribution list;

receive a second reply e-mail message in unencrypted

form, via the secure communication protocol, the reply
e-mail message being in the thread and associated with
the unique message ID of the original e-mail message;
and

sending the second reply e-mail message in unencrypted

form, via the secure communication protocol, based on
the modified distribution list such that the second reply
e-mail message is not sent to the sender of the original
e-mail message who sent the opt-out request.

21. The server system of claim 14, wherein the reply e-mail
message includes the plurality of recipients that received the
original e-mail message, and a visual feature indicating each
of the plurality of recipients that has opted out of receiving
further e-mail messages in the same thread as the original
e-mail message.



